Weldon G. Cannon History Files

in this folder donated to the City of Euless, labeled GRAPEVINE FARMERS, are a few key documents and

other materials from files donated to The University of Texas at Arlington for the Weldon Cannon Euless |
Collection in the Special Collections of the University Library. Following is a brief summary of materials in

1 folder under this subject that was donated to UTA.

Folder Contents
-1. Grapevine Farmers-- Records of Grapevine Farmers Association organized in 1880 by about 32
farmers for self protection in absence of adequate law enforcement in northeastern Tarrant County,
Texas. They lived on the “Grapevine Prairie,” southeast of present Grapevine and northeast of present
Euless, near the Dallas County line.




The fclloéfing is ee;_ﬁ.sé from an old Ledger kept by GHORGE ROBERT JONES
0f TARRANT COUNTY, TEXAS and aftor 1888 of Baylor County, Texzs

Copled by Mys, Jo Yuck Jones, daunghter—in-lew of the sbove Gs He dones,
‘andt widow of his youngesi child., Zedger is in her possession at

6928 Glen Hills R4, , Fort Worth, Texas 76118 as of Janusxy 1973.
Member of SIX FIAGY CHAPTER DAR, Fort Worth

In this ledger, G+ B¢ Jones kept a varlety of aceounts, the first entry
is here’ﬂth copladi

On the fly leaf of this 8" x 14" ledger is written:
. "Heecord Book of the Grapevine farners
assoslation orgenized April the 20, 1880
Beneath thia in larger writéng
“ ‘I?’ae Choxd
American Baptist Pub {or Puf 7).
Bosiety n ‘ ’
App&?ant;ly there wes 1ittls or no law enforcement + which :cesﬂﬁeﬁ in
these wesidents of northeast Tayrant County forming thelr own loeml
protective organization.
On the back side of the fly leafy
PLERGHE
* i. of my own free will anﬁ acord do selémly pleodire myself

in the presencs of God and this asgoclation ¢o saorvedly

keep all the secrels of this sssociation and not

cemeunicate them to any one except members of this or &

kirdred soeiety and to them after due trial and I further-

promise to oboy all orders of the officera of this society

and to piy all dues asseased by the socleby &3 long as 1

am a member therein and I further ngree to abide by the

'f’é'lswa and constit uticm of this sesiety, "



https://promi.ee

GOMSTITUTION and BYLAWS -
of the Grapavine Farmers Association for the proteetion

of property  orgenized April 20, 1750

¥e the undersigned citigens of Tarrant County Texas do mutusll agree and
pladge ourselves to submit to and carry out the following resclutions

First Be it resolved that whoereas our ecounity is suffering greatly on
~ account of horse thieves and all other manner of thleving we organize
- ourselves into an assogistion fo: bhé known as the Fatmers Assosiation
for the purpose of proitecting our propsriy

seoond  Be it resolved that no psrsen can become a member of this asso~
siation without being recommended by two members of this assesistion and
balloted for by private ballot one black ball xejscting

34 Be it resolved that it be cur obiect to use every reasorable means
in our power to zet in harmony with ihe laws of our country and asseist
the suthorities in the protection of the same

kth  Be it remolved that the officers of this asgosiation shall consist
of a President, tuo Viceé Presidenis and one secritary Treasurey
Doorkesper and stwart (notes later spelled corrently *atoward ')

5th) - Be it resolved that 4t shall be the duty of the president to pre-
side at all meeting dirvect all scruts and iake general divectlon of sll
 business of the assosliatlon as a majority of the nembers may directh and
in the absence of the Fresident the Vice Fresident shell set in his stead

6th) It shall be the duiy of the secritary to keep & record of all meot-

ings and collect all moneys due the assusiation and pay them over to the

. trezsurer teking his receipt for the sa.m, a.nd keep & correct account of
21l money received by him

7¢h) The tressurer shall receive all noney from the aacrimy recelpt
for the same and pay 1t out by order of the assosia*ti&zt gigned by the
President or presiding officer and secritary

£4h) The doorkesper shall attend the door while the assosiation is in
sesgion and suffer none to pass or ropase only menmbers of the sane

9th) The stewmrt shall keep the house in order and attend lights ete

10th) When any member of this assoelation shall looge any property by
theft he may veport to the Fresident and the President shall a¢t prompily
by consulting with one or both of the Viece Fresidents and devise thebest
neans in their Judgment 4o recover the property
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Comstitution & Bylawa cont'ds

11th) This ssaocciation 5hall hold themselves ra&panaﬁale for all tipe
and money expendea by any =scout or mepbers of this asscclation while on
anty. .

2) It shall e the duty of the seerstary tc levy a proratto tax on all
the members bo cever any and 8ll just claims agalnst the associstion by
order of & majority of the renbens pafesmt at dny meeting of the agsocia~
tion :
13th) All persons becomeing members of the assoclation shell pay an
admittonce fee of twenty five cents : '

Wth) The president or elther of the vice presidents.in his absence
shall oall the house to crder within 15 minutes of the tine specified
provided there sre as many &8 five members prezent which nurber shall be
gonsidered & guorom and legally suthorized to trensact all business that
nay come before them

15th) The President or in his absence $ither of the viee presidents shell
have the power to call & nmeeting of the assoeiaticn at any time haveing as
many members notified as practicable

| 16th) It shall be the duty of all offlcers and nembers to attend all
megtings of this asacclatlon as promptly &s possible

17th) If any member refuses to pay any assesment he stands cut off from
all benefites of ithe assoclatlon and way be excluded by a majority of the
membara present at any mesting , S

18¢h) 7The above may be amsnded at any time by a thresfourths vote of
the membars present at s resular meeting )

20th) We the undersigned subscribe to the above resolutions

James Bimonson ypres : Hs K, Forgey
H, As Beall Vice pres Go He ¥infrey
Rs Be Herrell wviee pres Cs Te Winfrey
Gu Ko dones Seemtéry Jamasjﬂam
¥m 4, Borsh Tresurer ¥n Cate

Frank Deskin Ioorkeeper : Thonzs Newton
TPy ?. Coodfellow steward Wm Kﬁiley

Te Be Z'Ieﬂal’.!.gsier V Ve Ay Cox

Qs Dy Beall ' Je Ae James
H, Goodfellow M. J, Yallis
- He Idtle He Ao Crowley

e de Wakeham We Ha Ter:t’ill




Hinnies of six weekly meetings follaw on the next pages in the ledger,
but gbvliously all of the names slgned to the Constitution and Bylaws were
not present at the firvst reading as as gome of the men were voted on
after the Tirst meetlng These meetings deel malnly with membership and
meney. The Constitution and Bylaws were adopted at the first meeting,
with the following members present:

Mo fia B@Bll, Chonr, %e J» Boysh . Qn 3}& Beall
T, By HoAllister =~ M. Litle G Re Jdones
e He Forgey . s Po Goodfellow  He J. Wakeham
¥rank Deskin : ‘

The first officor elscted was (. R. Jones, Seecretary " vice-

Ju Bdironsan was both reecmnended for membership and elected president at

this meeting, though he wag later president. ¥. K, Terrell was the fivst
elected president, also recommended that same nesting, but avpersntly did
not ghoose to serve as Edmonson beeams president. However, H. 4. Beall,

the Chalrman, presided over the first five meetings,

- Regmes recommended for membevship, in addiiion o those whase signatures
are at the bottom of the Censtitution and Bylaws:

Wne Trise - k I. B, MeCormie J. Eiehling
Jake Feppuscn NN "I’ampé:-ms | Go B Spyton
Js ¥y Newton U B Spppn T, Shelton
Henxy Lipscorb - T Ha ¥ Billigen - Ha do Craxdale
Ge ¥e dones | J. Jo Goocdfellow |

After We Y Urump was dropped from memborship, it was reselved that all
applicants for membership do so in writing by twe sponsors for recomnend-
ationz and nemes voted on at the pvext nmeeting. No reason given for name
being dropped, but simple nonesttendance could be suffioclent reason,

The president, Janes Edncnson was J, G, P Edmonson. '

Other Northeazst Tarrant i»quntf rasi&aﬁts vsen?.ﬁ.fned in gf«@z?smal accountss
;Qr»
Ja ¥y Jomes (bro of G.R.J. & son of Joseph Fleming Jones, deteansed 1878)

?ia::y Jonws (widow of Joseph Fleming Jones, Sr.)
d. %, Ky Crane & Judith R. Yrane (dau of J¥ & Hary Leake Jones)

tn ano-bhm* page, there is a list of members paying the admlittance 282,
On this puge, off to the side of the nawe colwm, there appears an ltem
with no related meaﬂingt Weitten in large mnéwritiﬂg with flourishes
: Funekai
Cheasbaw Nation
JP O ox Y1 %)
Perhaps an Indian from the CGhickasaw Natlon was 1r= the area.

(¥otes A1l speliings copled exactly as read. d4dj)
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Hames of Persons

BEALL, H#. A,, O 0, 34
BORAH, He ds 3,4

CATR, James, Hm., 3

GO¥, ¥V, A, 3

GRANE, J. E. ¥., Judith B, &
C}.*%Q}{})&Lde, He Ju, )
GROVLEY, W, &e, 3

CRUMP, ¥s By , &

iml{m; mﬂkg 3.& .
. BUEOESGE, - Janes or J. O P;, 3,”«%‘

hwﬁ,z,sa, Joy b
FERGUB0H, Jake, ke
FORGRY, M. H, 34
Gc‘;vcms;LmH, Ty Pap ey 344
JQ Ji, L*’ .
JAMES; o As 4 3
JOMES, Ge He or Goorge Hobert T3k
' ) G, Hy li'; Jo ‘”uﬁk L &';
g, F. oor Jnsaph Fleming 4,
risary Iaaawa '

Hanes of Places

Baylor Lounty, Texas 1
Chickasaw Hation b

Fort %orth, Texss 1
Grapevine, Toxas 1, 2, &

Tarrant Uounty, Texas 1, 2

Nswmes of Organizations
SIX FLAGS CHAFTER DiR 1
GRAPEVINE FARHMERS ASSCOCIATICN 1, 2

CHICKASAY NATICH b

EBLLEY,

Wina 3

LI'LLE‘J; Ha 3' "‘{!
LIPRGOHB, Henzy &4

MOALLISTER, T» Ba 3.4
NCOREIC, J. De &
W‘RE&)}J‘ I%Q' BQ 3 i
ﬁiLLMJ, o Fo b
HEWTON - He '-r, Thomas 3
BUNCKAR

g%quITQR, TO zf’

TERRILL, . Be 3
TURERINS, J. 4

TRIG{;; %e"‘rug }4"

YAKEHAN, M. Ja 3
Bﬁm&ma i’fni Ji 3
WE&I‘??ﬁY - Go Hey Go Tse 3
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