
Weldon G. Cannon History Files 

In this folder donated to the City of Euless, labeled GRAPEVINE FARMERS, are a few key documents and 

other materials from files donated to The University of Texas at Arlington for the Weldon Cannon Euless 

Collection in the Special Collections of the University Library. Following is a brief summary of materials in 

1 folder under this subject that was donated to UTA. 

Folder Contents 

1. Grapevine Farmers-- Records of Grapevine Farmers Association organized in 1880 by about 32 

farmers for self protection in absence of adequate law enforcement in northeastern Tarrant County, 

Texas. They lived on the "Grapevine Prairie," southeast of present Grapevine and northeast of present 

Euless, near the Dallas County line. 



The following ie copied from S.n old L~er k0pt by G.IWRGE" .ROBl!!R'f JOJfI!S 
Of TARl:Wfi' OOUNTY I T:;JKAS· and after 1888 of Baylor County, Texas •. 

Cop!.ed. by 11.rs, Jo ¾ek Jone&, daughter-in•la.w of the above G.; :a. Jone&; 
and widow of h3:S youngest child. Leclger is 1n her possession .at 
6928 Glen Hills M. • Fo1:t t-fort.h, TeXAS 76118 &.$ of January 1973. 

Member of.SIX FLAGS CHAPTKR DAR, Fort Worth 

Xn this ledger, Git 44 Jones kept a variety o:f' account&, thef1r$t ent:ey­
is ll~tdt.11 cop1t:td i 

On the fly leaf of tl)ia s«·x 14" ledger is wr1tten1 

. "Record Book of the Grapevine fa:rmerrs 

assosiatien organized April the 20. 18-80° 

Beneath thiS in larger writ6ng • 

111 'l'he Chord 

American ia.ptiat Pub (or Put?). 

Sos!ety" 

Appa.rent}:y there wae little or no law enforoel'aent , which resulted in 
these :teslderrb$ of. northeast ~t County £o:rm1ng their own local 
proteoti:ve organization. 

On the 'baok side of thG fly lea.f1 

PLEDGE 

" I, of my ow free will. and acord do solemnly pledge myself' 

in the preaenc0 of God and thia•a.asoeiation to aae:r:edly 

ke~pall the secrets ot this essociation and not 

c~mmuni8ate them to MY one .except members of ~his or a 

kindred sociertY::--~d -to them· a.ftei- due trial and I f'urth&r • 

promi.ee to obey all ord.ers of the o:ff'icera o:r tb1s society 

and to Nall dues assess$(! by the society as long as I 

am a !!1$mber therein and l :f'u;r;th~ agree to abide. by the 

by~-.ws and constitution Qf this sosi:ety. 0 

https://promi.ee


C!ONSTl'.'rUTION and :BYLAWS 

0£ the Grapevine Farmers Aseociat!on for the protection 

of pro~ty organ10ad April 20, lBBO 

We the undersi€1l&li citizens or lfarra.nt County TeJCQS do mutuall agx,ee and 
pledge ourselves to submit to and carry out the followittg resolutions 

first Be it reaolved thttt whereas our county is suffering greatly on 
~eoount of h¢rze thiaves·a.nd all other manner of thieving Jre organize 

. ourselves into an asao.aia.U.on t-o;·be Jmom.i. a.e the Farmers Aisosia.tion 
for the-purpose of protecting our property 

second Be it reeolved that no verson can beco~e a member of th1s asso­
si&~ion ~ithout being recommended by two members of this assosiation and 
ballotecl for by private ballot o~eblack ball rejecting 

3d Be 1t resolved. that 1t be our ob,ject to use eve..,.-, reason.able .mea.ns 
1n oui- power to a.ct in h!'lX-11100:r with the laws of <rut' country and amsis·t; 
the author1ti$S in the prot~ction of the eame • 

4th Be it resolved that the officers of this assosiation shall consist 
of a President, two Vi-ce .Presidents and one secrita.ry ~~uror 
Doorkeeper and stwart (noter later spelled correotly 'stewarJ •9 
5th) De it. resolved th-at it shall be the duty of t.h~ president to pre­
side at all meeting direct a.li soouts·anc take general d:tr0etion of all 
business o,f tt-.e asaos1at1on as a maJorit.y of the members w.ay. direct. and 
in the a.b$ence of the Fres!de."lt the Vice ?resident shall act 1n hie stead 

6th) It shall be th<!l duty of the SOC'l.'ltaey to keep a ri!'!cord of all meet­
ings and collect all moneys due the assos1ation and pe.y them over to the 
treasurer taking his receipt f'or the same. and Iteep a. cottect account of 
all money received by him 

7th) 1.'he trea.aur·er shall r00e1ve all money £:r.o.m the tJJeorit.al.-y receipt 
£or the eP...iile anc! pay it out by ·order of the asso1d.ation .a1g:ned by the 
]?.resident or presiding office,: a."ld sec:dtary 

8th) The doorkeeper sti.all attend the door while the asaosiation 1s in 
session a.nd suf.f'er none to p&$S or repass only members of' the s~me 

9th) The ate.wart shall keep t.he house in order and attend lights Qtc 
= . 

10th) When any meinber of this aesopiat!on.. sbti.ll looee any. property by 
theft he -.y report to the President Md the Praaid.ent shall a.ct promptly 
by consultins with one or both of the Viae Presidents anc/_ devise thebest 
means in their judfynent to :raeover the property 

https://secrita.ry
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Consti:tutfon te -Bylaw cont'dt 

11th) This a.ssocia.tion Shall hold tti.elllSelves respone1ble for all time 
and money expended by any ecout ar menibers of this a.ssoa:ta-tion while on 
duty. • 
12) It. eha.11 be tise duty cf the secretary to levy a :pro~tto tax on all 
the me1t'bers tc eovar any and.all just claims against the association by 
order of a majoxity of the memoor2 preseart:. a.t any meeting ot the associ&-
ticn • • • 
13th) All persons beooiaeing menibers of the association sha.11 pay an 
adtn1ttanoe fee of twenty five cents • 

14th} The p~e$1dent or either 0£ the viee presidente,in hie &b$ence 
shall call the. hones to order within 15 111inutes of the time speeified 
provided there a:re ss many as five memb&rs present which.number.shall be 
considered a quor~m and leea,lly authorized. to u:aneact a.ll business that 
1ra.y come ba:fore them 

15th) The President or in his absence •1ther of tha viae prasidents shall 
have the po!Mt- to call a. meeting of the association at anY time haveinga.s 
many m&mbars notified as practicable 

16th) • It shall be the duty of' all officers and .members to attend a.11 
meetings of tM,G a.esocu.t::lon aa pro111ptl;r as possible 

17th) If any member x-e:fuses to pay any assesment he stana.s out off from 
all benefit.$ of the asaoe:la·t:.ion a.ltd ma;j be excluded by a ma.jo:ritY of the 

.membere preMnt at a.n:r- masting 

1Bth) The a.oove may be a..,iend1i>d a.t any time .by a threefourths vote of 
the members present at a regular meeting 

20th) We the unders~ed wbscr1be to the above re.solutions 

}h H. Forgey 

G,. H, Winfrey 

a. Ta winfray 

Jamee Cate 

Wm Cate 

Frank Deakin Doorkeeper Thomas lfewton 

'r. P• Goodfellow .$tew~rd Wm Kelley 

T• B. McOall.:lster 

J. A. James 

M. Goodfellow M. J. W$11is 

. M. Litle W. A• Crowley 



Minutel:5 of' six 1o1eekl;y meetings follow on the next pages in the _ledger, 
'but obviously all of tbe·names signed to the Oonetitution and Bylaws were 
not present a..t the t1rst 1~ea.cl1ng as as some of the men were 1Fote.d on 
after the fir-&t meeting 1hese meetings ~1 ma.inly with membership s.nd 
mQtloy ► The Constitution and Bylaws t-1er-e adopted a.t the first me•ti.ng, 
wtth the f'ollowing m.embers present,
M. lit !e&ll, Ohmn. W11 J. Borah o. :o. :Sea.11 
T, B, McAllister M. Litl~ G~ R. Jones 
M. 11. For1,ey .T. P. Gooolellow t1,. J. -wakelnam 
Frank 03skin 

The flrst officer elected was G., R. Jones,- Sacreta.r.r vtce-
J. Edmonson was both recooon&nded fer membership a.rid eleetod ·pres1d.e:nt at 
this meeting, though he was later president. ih H. Tel.Tf)ll was the first 
,elected pree1.dent., also reeommend.ed that same m~eting, but apparently did 
not ohooae.to &erve ae Edmonson became president. Hswever, M. A,. Beau,. 
the Chah'man, ixresided ever the first f1v-e·meetings, 

Ngr.es recommended £or N$mbership, µi addition to those who$e sign~tures 
are at the bottom of the Constitution and Bylaws& 

Wm,. Tri&g ,1., .D, HcCor1d.o J • Eiehllne 

Jake J.t"e~guson J,. Tompkins G. w, -Hewton 

J., w, Newton W• J;I-. "'rump T. Shelton 

Henry Lipsoom:b · *· tr. Milli~n w. J. Yrcxdale 

G. w. Joo.es J,. J. Goodfellow 

Aftw 11, .d, Uru(llp wa3 dropped from me:nibership, it lt'.af!l r~solved that all 
applicants fox n1embel'Ship d-o so in ~:!ting by two sponsOX'$ for recouend• 
atiotts and nam.es voted on a.t the next m~etinf;. Ne reason giV0n for name 
being dropped. but ai111ple non....a.t~nda.ncs aould b~ aufi'ioient 11:."ea13on. 
The pras:\cl.ent. James Etltlloneon was lT. o, r. Witmonson. 

Other Nol'.theast Tar,r,ilJlt County residents menti-0ned in personal aceountst 
: S-r. 

J. t,'• Jones (bro of G.R.J_. & son of' Joseph F'lamL11g Jones, deceased 18?B) 

Mary Jones (widow a:r. Joseph Fleming Jones., Sr.) 

J. i. M, Ora.ne & Ju4tth R. Crane (dau of SF & M~ry Leake Jones) 

<m another p;,;lt:,ne, there is a list of .menib-ers paying the aibnittan.ee 25¢• 
On this pa.eet ()I':f to the a!.de of th~ nar1:.e eolm;m, th0re appears an item 
vi'th no rel1c'!.ted ineaning1 Written in laree handw.d.t:tng with flourishes 

Nunekak 
Chcashatt Nati.on 

J F { or 11·1 ?) 
Per.hape an Indi.an from the Chickasaw nation was 1n the a.t"ea. 

(Notes All spellin@l copie:l e~ctly as react. ddj) 
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I M D E X 

Ham.es of J11tncna 

BEALL• M. A., o. n. ),4 
DORAli, Y • J • 1t4 
QNI'E, James• Wm., • '.} 
aox. v. A.. ; • _ 
QftA.i.''Ut. J, E. M., Judith n., 4 
~ROXDALE, N, J., 4 
onotr.'LEY. w. A•, 3 
ORUMP, w. », 41 

. nl!SXtN, Frank. 3,4 
rtDMOlfSO..~, • J&.\.me!;'; or J ... o; I"., :;1 4 
BIC.RL:WG, J. 1 4 
FEl'?GfJSOH, Jake., lr, 
1.i"O.HG.i.1.Y, :1. H. ),4 
GfiODFbJLLO\-f t T • P~, M. , ; ,4 

J. J., 4 
JAf<lfi.'3, J. _A., ., 3 
J()Nm::-, G.- fl, or George ftoaert. 1,:,11 4 

G~ w. 4. _ Jo buek 11 4. 
• J,, F.. or_ Jos~ph Fleming 4• 

i--IM.ry .Leake ti, • 

~yl-or o~unty, Texa.$ l 
Chickasaw Natioo 4 
Fart iitorth, •'l'e.xa.'l . 1 
Grapevin$1 .Texas lt 2, 4 
Ta~nt Co11nty• Texas 1, 2 

SIX FLAGS CHAPTER Ji.,\R l 

GRAPEVINE FARMi?.RS ASSC-OJ'.AT1(1ti lt 2. 

CHICKASAw NA;rIOM 4 

K.lilLLEY., Wm. 3 
t.rrLE. M. 3,l~ 
liifSCor-m, Henry 4 • 

·YtCAU.IST.H:Rt TII B., :31 4 
MaOORMIOt J.. !J. 4 
Mi:PJlELL, H., B, ' 
MILLlGAtf, n. F • 4 

•REWI'ON.t · J. W • 4, '.t'hom.a.s '.)
MONCKAK 4 . 
SH~TON, T, 4 
TERRILL, N • .R. :3 
'l'OMFKWS, J. !1-
TRIGG, Wllh 4 
\4AK£HAN-t H. J • ·3 
WAlJ..IS, 11 • J • 3 
Wll~fflEY, G. H,1 C,. 1'• :3 
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