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42 1127w' x Official Texa.:-: ;:~..,:..,orical Marker with post 
Tarrant County (Order #580c; 

Locati-on: FM 157, 1 mi.H of Trinity River near Arlington 

SITE OF*** 
BIRD'S FORT* 

(ONE MILE EAST)*** 

IN AN EFFORT TO ATTRACT SETTLERS TO THE REGION 

AND TO PROVIDE PROTECTION FROM INDIAN RAIDS,GEN·. 

• EDWARD H.TARRANT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS MILITIA 

AUTHORIZED JONATHAN BIRD TO ESTABLISH A SETTLEMENT 

AND MILITARY POST IN THE AREA.BIRD'S FOR'J1,BUILT NEAR 

A CRESCENT-SHAPED LAKE ONE MILE EAST IN 1841,WAS 

THE FIRST ATTEMPT AT ANGLO-AMERICAN COLONIZATION 

' " IN PRESENT ,TARRANT COUNTYeTHE SETTLERS,FROM THE RED 
.. >t 

fj RIVER AREA,SUFFERED FROM HUNGER AND INDIAN PROBLEMS 
H 
u 
0 AND SOON RETURNED HOME OR JOINED OTHER SETTLEMENTS. 
v.i 

..:I 

.:(' IN AUGUST 1843,TROOPS OF THE JACOB SNIVELY EXPEDITION 
u 
p:: 
H DISBANDED AT THE ABANDONED F0RT,WHICH CONSISTED OF A 
0 

v.i 
8 

FEW LOG STRUCTURES.ORGANIZED TO CAPTURE MEXICAN 
H= GOLD WAGONS ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL IN RETALIATION 

FOR RAIDS ON SAN ANTONIO,THE OUTFIT HAD BEEN DISARMED 

BY UNITED STATES FORCES• 

.. ABOUT THE SAME TIME,NEG0TIATI0NS BEGAN AT THE FORT 
~ 

C\1 
0 BETWEEN REPUBLIC OF TEXAS OFFICIALS GEN.TARRANT 
ll 
i:: AND GEN.GEORGE W.TERRELL AND THE LEADERS OF NINE
0 

1/l 
QJ INDIAN TRIBES.THE MEETINGS ENDED ON SEPTEMBER 29, 

-ri 

s:: 
() 1843,WITH THE SIGNING OF THE BIRD 1 S FORT TREATY.TERMS 
H 

OF THE AGREEMENT CALLED FOR AN END TO EXISTING 

CONFLICTS AND THE ESTABLISHMENT 0F·A LINE SEPARATING 

INDIAN LANDS FRdM TERRITORY OPEN FOR COLONIZATION•** 
*314 inch lettering 
**1/2 inch lettering 
***l/4 inch lettering 



I3IfiD1S FORT 

by Duane Gage 
J\ssociato Professor of History 
•~arrant County Junipr College, NE 
g2a Harwood Road, Hurst, ·rexas 76053 

® 1979 

In 1936 the State of Texas, through its Commission of Control for 

Centennial Celebrations, allocat0d t\.10 official historical marker·s for placing 

at sites in Tarrunt County that are significant in the history of the Republic 

of Texas. One of the sites that received a Centennial marker was the site of 

Bird' s li'ort, whero in H343 a treo.ty council led to the opening of much of North 

'.rexas t.o whito settlement. 1 During its nine years of eYJ.stcnce, the Republic 

of Texas had a major lndian problem. The majority of Texans favored the use 

of military fo1•ce for the purpQso of extermination while an influential minority 

desired peaceful relations established through diplomacy and kindness. President 

:;am Houston's attitude was that of friendliness and. good will; during his first 

2term ( 1836-1838) he was able to avoid serious Indian wars. 

Texas' second president, Mlrabeau B. Lamar, brought a drastic change in 

Indian policy by denying that Ind.io:ns ha.cl possessory rights to the land and 

by inaugurating an aagressive frontier policy. Consequently Llllllnr 1 s tenure 

(18.38-1841) wn13 marked by the bloodiest Indian wars 'l'exas had kno1,m.. Lamar 

called for the total expul r,ion of'· all tribes who had migrated from the Unitad 

Statos, the creation of n strongor military force, and the eatabH::;hment t,f a 

line of miUta.ry post::; along tho frontier. nosponcling to Lu.mar' s proposal::;, 

the Texas Congress pasc.cd laws providing for tho establishment of a military 

ro~d from the ned !liver southward and for the creation of ten companies of 

Rangcrs. 3 
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During the r,ummer of 1839 Lamar 1 s haroh Indian policy began to produce 

violent rc:;ults. On July 16, 1839, the Cherokees were defeated in an engagement 

fought a few miles west of present Tyler. Most of the warriors w~re slain along 

with the aecd Chief Bowles, a bf.lloved friend of Swn Houston. 4 Other tribes, 

some of whom had tried to be friends wi·th the 'fexans, began to fear thut they 

too would be driven from their homes. 'l'he Indians' fears·and suspicions were 

intensified in· March, 181..,0, whon a Comanche chief and a. number of warriors 1.1ere• 
r.. 

slain at San Antonio, while in a council with representatives of the Republic.:.> 

The Counqil Ilouso fight and many oimilar clashes during Lamar's administration 

brought oven fur·ther Indian ros.lsto.nce and depredations. The advent of white 

oettlemento dovelop:lng nlong the upper Trinity Hivcr so0mod quite remote. In 

1840 the farthest western set·l;lement in }forth 'l'oxas was Cof.feet s 'fro.ding Post 

on Preston's Dencl of the Heel !liver, north of prerJent day Denison; east of 

there, ·whito settlements in Frumin and ned lliver counties were growing 

'6significantly but ~,ere still subject to Indian attacks. 

In response to reports that Indian atrocities in Fannin and Red lliver 

counties were perpetrated by Indian \Jar parties from villages on the Trinity 

llivcr, in th0 spr:tna of 18/t 1 General Edward II. Tarrant of the Texas Militia 

led an expedition that destroyed encnmr,mcnts on present Village Creek in 

7Tru·rant County. On August 7, 1841, Tarrant commissioned Jonathan Bird, a 

native of Alabama, to organize a force of 150 volunteer rangers for a three­

month expedition to build a fort-at or near the site of the recent -Battle'of 

Village Creek. 
() 

u Dircl wus to ostu.blish a oottlement there, under a Texas law 

that provided that lands be donated to men uho would establi.oh frontier 

military poots. It was hoped that settlers would feel safe to move ·onto 

lands around such' garrisons while the area was being won from the Indians. 9 
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Jonathan B.i,rd, who at tho Mme of his appointment by General '!'arrant was 

given the rank of Drovct f.lu,jor, wa:3 in tho service from August 7, 1841, until 

Murch, 1342. 10 Appurently ~rel had c.lifficulty in recruiting a full company of 

150 volunteers and left f.bwie in !led River: County in the fall of 18/+l with about 

11forty men. No reliable contempnro.ry documcmtr, 1,rlth details concerning the 

cntublishment and occupation of B:lrdt s li'ort hns been found, but, ·.there are several 

::;ocondary sourcon of interest and reminiscences of t,.o or three or tho pnrtipants 

which provide resea1.·chero with useful information concerning this effort 

12to establish tho first white- settlement in present •rarrant County. 

In tho. autumn of 1841, Major Bird Ir. troops ar:dved at a crescent-shaped lake 

nHchtly north of tho Host Fork of tho 'frlnity Hiver ruid weat of the military 

road that reached from Preoton 1 r, Bend to /1t;tstin. 'fh1:i site was approximately 

fourteen miles below tho junction of the Clear li'ork and Heat Forlt. o_f the·Trinity.· 

Inside, the curve of the lulco a .fort wus erected, -consisting of a tall blockhouse 

an<l several cabin:3; three of Yhicri uere enclosed in n stockade. The outer wa.11::i 

of tho blockhouoo wore made of logs oet on end, and a deep trench was·dug around 

it. 'rhe fort nootled o.dvantagoously behincl a semi-circular ahielcl of oak woods, 

aoout forty feet i'rom u i:pring which bubliled up at the- end of the lake. 13 

Apparently the thrcu-months volunteers experienced no sorious Indim trouble· 

while they were ntationed <>n th<:, \Jost li'ork of ·che Trinity. The company maintained 

Ilird I s Fort for about thr·oe monthn, -hauling all their oup1)lios from J)tmhnm at 

14Ilircl I s persono.l expense. Many of the ooldiers who served with Bird plannod 

to build permanent homen nearby, ,mcl ut (>no time t,hore may ha.vo boon o.s many ns 

twonty fanri.liea o.t tho· fort. One of tho prospective set.tlc1·s i.rroto enthuuiastically 

thut 11 i t is the best rnngc country that I ever saw to ra:i.so stock.... As for 

land ancl range it can't bo surpassod in any ·country•••• Timber is ahort and 
~ ; 

plenty of buffalo, deer, bear, a.ncl it h11s the appearance of the hea+thiost 
• 15 

country that I ever saw in my lifo. n 
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:One of tho first fam:i.J.ics to move to m.rd 1 a Fort uar, that of John Beeman, 

a fru•mer f1·om Illin:)i:J uh~> voluntocrcu for DirdI s company and was Hith the 

military contina1::mt which built tho fort. Boeman broke his arm in an accident 

on the way to ·the 'l'rinity1 but romainod 1-lith the compi:my until tho buildings 

wore completed. 'l'hon he 1·eturn0<1 to Bouie County for his \.flfe and ten children. 

In late autumn Jolm Deemnn, his brother Jumes Bcomo.n, Wade Ilwnpton Hnttnn, 

Captain Habel Gilbert, and so;bomon Silkwood and their familes, vlth a few single 

men, were livin~ at the fort, uning tho :tructurcs no headquartcro and as 

16
protoc·tion from h0ot:U1.-1 Indian bands still occup;i.ng the Tl'inity valley. 

Tho moat r:eriuua problem c::,,.-pertencod by tho Dird' o l!'ort garrioon was a 

ahortage of. foocl. According' to a 1902 j_ntorvlow of John Bcornan1 o son, 
..f 

\·lilliam II. Dcomnn--who \.1!1S thirteen at the time or their occupation of Dird1 s 

I•'Qrt-tho woclrn opent at tho outpost broueht i:m unforgettable. ordeal: 

As an i1J<l1.1ctmcnt to settlers, tho Republic of Texas promised to 
feed them a.11 'tho fi.rpt yonr, or unt:ll n crop could be rod.do and 
gathered. In tlrl.:;, however, tho Gnvernmont failed utterly, and 
the pioncorn had to rely on thr::il• o\.m resources.. On the -way out 
tho immigrants stopped at l~ort J~glish '(the present site of Donham) 
where they met Ha.jor D"lrd wh<> advised them to tolce out some corn 
and bcof otecrs, 11 us tho boys at tho F'or·t; aro pretty short of 
rations.,• he said. Major Dircl • negotiated with J.ir. Ba.iley· Eiialish 
(who wna conoro..l trader) for fivo beef atoers and a J,ot of corn, 
giving hio not,o :~~100 for the oamo. John Doeman nncl Hampton Ruttan 
indorocd tho noto ond Hatton cottlng killed by Indians., Beomo.n 
ru:·torworcln haiJ it to pay in full. . 

~n1011 tho party of immi[;rnnt,s a.r1·:tvod ut Ill.rd ts 1''or·t, they round 
tho garris:.m entirely do::rtitute of provir,ion:J, havincr ho.cl nothing 
to cat for o. m~elc. 0 no of the Ho.ngers, Hiley Cole, had a few dayr, 
before, pickod up tho feet of a calf that ha.d boon lying out on the 
prai1·io for ::::b~ \/Coka (tho calf having boon butchered ondl co.ten o.t . 
that time) and he boiled these dry ruid discarded bones into a aort 
of soup, or ;j'clly. 'rhin wao ercedily dovourod by tho otarvina. 
garrioon m1d was the labt mo1•oo.l ·they had until tho Doemans and their 
c9mpanions arrived. 17 
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In 1iJ90 tho 1~1)rt ~ Gazette puJ)li nhed a similar account of tho 

firot attempt; u·t; making a permanent settlement on tho upper reaches of the 

1'rinity lliver. en arriving nt Dir<l1 s }i'ort the pioneers wore 3upprised to 

find that: 

The Indiani:; had burned off ru.1 tho gras::; from all the surrounding 
country and no gruno \las to be found. tfuile a part of the men re­
mained '\.Iith tho 11omen oncl childron•• .;. the others returned with the 
teams to the sot;l;lomonto in Lnmar County, more than 100 miles 
distant to pr<.>vido supplies. In ppite of the efforts of the hunters 
but littlo game could be r.ecure<l f9r r,ubsistenoo, and the men, 
women and children ::mffored soveroly from hunaox·. It seemed that 
starvation \/Uf.l to be their futo. Hawke, rabbi t:J1 and small birds 
afforded some relief••••• 

On account of dancer f'rom tho Indians, few men could be spared from 
the fort but in their cxtrom:tty, Capt. Webb, a Mr. Silkwood, and 
Wade lI. llntt.an ma.do an extended hunt some 15 miles or more toi.,ards 
the T!!l.m li'orlc of the 'l'rini ty. On Denton Greek, or some tributury 
to it, those mon found tho nian::; made by a beur in ascending a 
large tree. 3upposincr the be:lar to be in the hollow of the tree, 
hibernatina for tho winter, thoy went to worlc to cut it down. While 
Rattan was cutting tho tree the Indio.ns from ambush fired on tlle men. 
Rattan was killed; the others made their escupo and returned to the 
fort. I-lino clay::; uftor\./o.ru tho body of Hattan wo.s rocoverod by the 
returnine friom1s uho· had gono to the settlement for provisions, and 
i1ho had been ocqua.intod \.fl th the disaster by frlends who had met thorn 
from tho fort. i\ fru. thful bulldog hud rcmoined 1-rlth bis dead master 
and proocrvo(l him from mutilation ~X buzzards onil wolves. Rattan's 
remains ucro in-tarred :,t tho frJrt. u 

Author JcUJ11:w'f. Do 3hiolda appo.ron'bly interviewed lilcx H. Webb, .survivo:r 

of the Ind.tan um bush, who ,m::i living in Her.quite, Texas in 19057 and lear:ned 

that Rattan's death had occurred on Christmas day7 1341. About one and 

one-half milo·n scmthea:rt..of pre:-,ent Carrolton, on the east sicle. of the .Klm Fork, 

Hattan, Solomon Eilk\1ood and !lebb hnd been attacked by Indians while trying to 

cut down o. boo tree. Hebb and Silkwood, after killing ono of tho Indians, 

escaped to tho fort. }lo.ttun1 s body was recovered cin December 30 1 1841. He 

1,,as buried in 11 n. rude coffin, mado of an old waaon bed•••• At the time of the 

tragedy, snow was six inches deep and the weather intensely cold, and from t.he 

exposure on the trip, ru:-Dcwood sickened and died. 1119 

https://uftor\./o.ru
https://Indio.ns
https://llntt.an


The burfo~L aroµml for Hump Hattan arid 8olomon .Silkwood is probably the. 

oldest Anelo comotory in '.!'urront. Comrty. 20 In 1926 a lotter written from 

:3un /\ngelo 1 'l'm::.in by J. J. Gr:ii:i(lfelloH, former •.rarrant County SUrvoyor, contained 

information a::; to tho exact loc11tion of tho old fortreGs and its burial 

ground: 

My firr:rt vi::;it, to the graves wan in 18667 at which time. C~l. B. Rush 
Halla.co uun tho aimer of the property covering m~,:::rb of Calloway':; Lake 
and the G1·ounc1 upon \.1hich tho old bloclchouso and the craves are located. 
'fhe :rcmn.:ins of the houoo woro thon plainly visablo. 'l'hey stood on tho 
n93:thoa::;t bnnk: of the lake at a point whoro a. country club later built 
a sv.lmming pool <.>n the ground and destroyed most of the signs o~ those 
trcnch?s• From this blockhouoe a path lod in a northea~yerly direction, 
probab.Ly 250 or JOO yartl:; through timber to the graves. 

'l'arra.nt County .Tutlao C. c. Cummings ncc()mpanied Goodfellow on o.t least two 

surveying trip:J to n:tr<l' s Fort nnd also verified the site. 22 

This firot white cemetery in present Tarrant County, which has been,·lost_ 

for•year:. and which may now bo·oblitora.ted by gravel 0:xcavo.tions, may have received 

o.clditionol gravea in eo.rly aprina, 1U42, ru;tor a few new arrivolo reportedly 

joined the Bird's J!'ort oe·ttlers wh" had survived_ the a.dverso winter. According 

to Fort Worth hintorian Hury Dutmott Lake's writings in 1927, among the new 

arrivals. were Jonathon Bird1 s ruther, Hilliam; Hilliam' s daughter; and a man 

named Cartwricht, who J.ivod with tho l3ird fnniiJ.y. All three of these individuals 

ucre reportedly kill cu by Imlians ono clay o.r, they were returning with water 

fro!ll the lako. 23 

In the early npring of 1811.:2 some amnll attempts at farming wore begun, but 

on account of tho m;:i.JJ:riol condi·tions nca.r the lako, the p:lnnccrr, rlocidecl to 

quit the locnlity and hunt for a·morc cu:i,table area. At about thnt time tho 

Dird' s Fort ::;ottlero wore visitod by John lfocly nryan, a .31-year-old Tennessee 

native \.1ho in 1841 had come throuch Arkansas by way of tho Red lliver. About 

twenty miles below tho fort., neal• where l-lhite Rock C1·eek flows into the Trin.i.ty1 
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Dryo.n had bu:Ut a lon0 en.bin ut a river cronsint:;. fJecking the friend::,hip and 

security of nciGhb-.)rs, llryru1 invitcc.l tho families at Bird's Fort to move onto 

tho fertile l:1111ln n,mr his ll0\.1 homo•..Captain Mnbol Gilber·~, Jo~lll llcomW11 and 

'!.~he Hidow of. Solom<.m Silkwood decidecl to accept Bryan1 s invitiation. Moving 

their families to lanrlG ilona W1ite Rock Creek in present Dallas County, they 

broke land early enough in· 18/1-2 for spring planting of the first peach seeds 

o.nd corn in tho D.1llaB o.rca. 24 

The r0mai.nin3 nurvivars of the Bird ts Fort sott.lemcnt abandoned their 

dreams for establishing homos thero uncl retliined to the Red Iliver 3cittlements, 

or relocated on the J~n::;t Fork of tho Trinity Rivr:ir at a. new settlement in wha.t-

251 s now Collin County. 

Within a fcu months Rl1~d• s Fort again wao to be used in an hist,oric 

manner. In April, 1343, tho Jacob Snively ~;xpcdition, a 170-man force 

ow1C"tioned by tho flcpublic o:f Texa.o , net out from Fam1in County on the Hed 

lli.vcr in 
\ 

search 1)f lic::.d.can gold trains which they planned to ca.p-1:,ure as thoy 

pa.osod alonr, ·tho Dpnt.11 Fe Trail ·throu3h Texas-claimed territory.· The .foroo 

wuo .organized to rctalio.to against Mexico for. the capture of SOJ'l Antonio 

i twice in the summer o:r 1842 by roving Moxican forces. Plagued by tlisoension 
~-

und ~calouoy, tho o;:podition split ui'tor a disappointlng encounter with a 

£orc0 of 100 Hoxicun::; en ground claimed b:Jth by 'Xoxas and J.10:r.ico. /i short time 

lo.tor Snively and 76 men ran head on into a 200-mnn Unitpd States /irmy force 

led by Colonel Philip St. George Cooke. The United States forcoa dorno.ndecl that 

the Texans give up their armn, and :Jnivolyt s mon felt they had no choico bu·t 

to comply. F'ollou:lnc th.i.s hurniliatina experience, Snively and his men returned 

to ·North Texao cl!ld diobanded at Bi.rdfs Fort on August 61 184.3. 26 

3imultaneous to /3nivoly1 s expedition along the oordcr, President Sam Houston's 

peace policy <luring his second term (1841-1644) brought 'l'exas officials .and 
' 
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Indian ;eprc::;ontatj,ves to lli.rd I s 1•hrt to negotiate the Incliru1s' final removal 

from the Ea:rtoi;n Groos Timbero. In December, 1841, as soon as he was inaugurated 

for his second term, Pro::;idcnt IJouoton sent roprenentatives to Indian council 

grounds o.nrl olowJ.y rc-ostab.linhet1 poaco uith most of the Texas tribes. Houston· 

called for tho cstablichmont of permanent Indian r~servations and the erection 

of trading po:rt.s beyond ·t;hc frontier line where Indians could trade their goods 

for ncedo~l oupplicc. .ru.l tho cl1iefa woro invitod to a council to be held on 

the llrazos H:iver at the Ha.co village on October 26, 18421 whore the ~ndians 

could exchru1rso• their whi·t.e captives for Inclinn ~,omen and children whom the 

'l'oxnns had held as prisonerG since the Council Jlouso fight. 27 

Unfortunately heavy rains and flooded rivers kept the Indians away 

from the Waco council, but in the summor of 11343 another call went out :for a 

grand council to moet at illrd I s li'ort at tho· full moon of AUCUf:lt, with chiefa 

from all trlbi:,s in 'roxas. In August, \-1hllo tho fJuporintcndent of Indian 

o.ffnirs, Jor;oph c.. Kldr:o:lae lcrl a party of Indian agent::;, intBrprotcrs, ond 

traders far out on tho ~orthwostern plu:i.ns in an effort to induce the foursome 

Comanches to nttond th0 Bird' o Fort negotiatfons, President Houston went to 
28 

llird' s·Fort t:, 1.)Ca1n tho council diocusr.ions himself. Allocrodly thore was a 

mun from Eriglo.ml, 1':____ Pa1·ldnoon, uho wns t\ member of 'liho pnrty repro::;onting 

'l1oxao ancl Whc, kept. n 11iury; 

In tho divJ:y PAfUCIH3DN 'l'll:LLn of s·topping in Dallas and v:l.oi ting with 
JOHN ngJtLY l3HY.'\I·r, or their cumping ut Wrl to· 11ock Springs {nou \-fl1ita 
Rock Lake), Cedar Sprlngs and then to Birdt s Fort. La.tor tho pnrty 
went to Grapevine Sprinas to wnit on the Indians which by this tlme 
wore well overdue. The commiss:tonor or Intlians, uo it turned out la.tor, 
hacl been captured by the Comanche Indianfl and ne,Jrly ocalpocl before 
thoy tnrncd him free. Gcnorol Hountqn 1 not uwnro of hia capturo, • blamed 
tho dolo.y on Cnl. JOGt•:l'H c. m,nn l~f.CJ•; tho commtnolonor, antl r,n rolieved 
him or hii.i position antl returned to the oap:itol, Washington on the Brazos, 
leaving Con. TJ\HH.AN'l' and Gen. GJ~OH.GF.: W. 'l'EHHELL as his ropro::,onta.tivoa 
to nogotiuto tho treaty with the Intliano. 29 
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Journali':.:rt, 'l'ex .\damo referred to lho Parkinson dio.ry in describing

I 
President Dam U.m:::ton I s uo .i ourn t.JlrlJ.o :· \.Ja.i.ting to sign o. trca.ty uith tho 

Indians: 

Hous·ton loft Crocket·t on Jt\ly 4 ~,ith a lo.rge party uho l:upcd to 
make tho tl'ip a buffalo hunt, nsl woll. Ile arrived at Bird' o Fort 
( some cl,nc1i miles southucst of G~·apovlne Springs on the Trinity 
\-lest Fo11{) but found neither Ind~ru1 chieffl or his commisoioners. 

After spendina several days at t~e swampy for-I;, Hnuston withdrew ::. 
in a race to the higher ground u:t Grapevine Spring::,. 'l'here he 
fretted for almost a month btlfor;e returning to Unshington on the 
Brazos. Chrordclod R. Parkinson:, 11 'fhey were some fine though 
rather monotomms da.Y,Jh only rollieved by finding a bee tree or 
kilHng our beeves. u,3u ; -

Many of tho tribes ha.cl gathered by mid-Augtrnt. Eldrodget a pai•ty was still 
l· • 

out on the pla:i.no trying to coax the Comanches to come to tho council, No·I; 

only did the Como.ncho:3 refuoe to C()me ito Bird's Jtort7 they threatened ·to kill 

tho 'l'exas officiala to nv-enge tho maso 
I 

aero of their kinsmen at the Council 

Houoo in Dan ti.ntonio.31 By lo.to J\ugu~t Hoµston decide~ to council with tho 
' • • 32 

tribes tho.t wore on hand, and ·l;o lecive General Tarrimt and George •rerrcll 

to conclude the nogotiutiona as aoon a;::i the Comanches urrivec.1. Donned in a 

purple velvot rJUit; w:ah a huge bowie knife thrust in his belt, ru1d a folded 

Indian blal)ket dra.pod over one shoulder to proclaim hio brothorhood \.lith·the 

red mon, Houoton uloquently promi sod tho chiefn that a tavora.ble treaty line_ 

~10uld be dra\-m bcyon1J wl'Li.ch the India,ris could live unmolestod by white men. 

Then he returnocl to the capital to attend to the affairs 0£ the H0public •.3.3 

• Not until mitl-~,optemb0r did I!:ldrodgof s party rirlc into Bil•dl s Fort with 

"4the massaeo thut the CQmunchca wure no'l:, cominc/ TcrreJ.l and Tt.1rran·t thon 

onterecl. into nccotiationo 1rl·th chiofr.i of nino tribe:J who wore prosent. A 

treaty embodying the principle::; of lloustonf s peace policy was signed. at ntrdt s 

Fort on.September 291 184.3, ancl. r~tified by tho Texas Senate on January 31, 1844. 

J•lacing thoir mnrks on the dc,oument woro chio!'n 0£ the Delaware, Chiokasnw, 
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Haco, Tawruconi, Kicha:1 1 Ca<lclo, /lm1darJco, Ionie, Biloxi, and Cherolcoe tribes. 

Both partie::; acrcotl to live in pouco, protect all women ond children., and 

respect tho trcuty line along which trading houses wore to be established. 

Ni ether whitcs nor Inclians wcr0 to crosl'l the lino without authority to do so; 

thos9 who violatotl tho ·treaty were t,) be punished,. 35 

The l3ird1 r; 1.i'or·t Treaty line· was to. run roughly from hunting lands north 

of present l•'ort Horth, to the present sit,e of Menard on tho San Sab~ River, 

and from the San Saba ·to San Antonio. Tradin(i houses were to· be established 

near the junction of the Clear Fork and the Wc3t Fork of tho 'f:tinity, o.t 

36·
Comanche Peak near Granbury, and on ·the Snn Saba River. 

Follevlng the' negotiations, in early October 1843 General Tarrant and 

Captain B. Dooth travelled to, Olarkoville, Texas, and relo.ted important 

details concorn:i:ng the recently concluded treaty council: 

Of the tribes who have treated, tho fir:.:;t three were exceptionnlly 
wild, and wore no clothing, exoopt the breech clou·t. '!'ho roma.nants 
of Chcrolrnon who were ther0, were in n moc;t distressed conditinn. 
Tho f o.mily of. B:rnlos who were all there, would not come into the camp 
un_til the. Commissioner::; pm•chaoed clothes for tho women and children•••• 
The commissionerr, went out eight miles from tho treaty groWld, and met 

7the Indiano as ·they came in•••• .::i 

'fhe treaty council a.t ill.rel I a F'ort wa.a the lo.nt official event to occur at 

the outpon·~ during tho years of tho 'foxa::i Hcpubl:i.c. Hoot of' tho Indians-in 

North Texas rom.rl.nccl northwe:J(.; of the treaty line, but oth0ro _llisregnrclod it 

completely, in tho same mo.nnor that many whites refused to o.olcnowlodgo that the 

Indian lanclo .mro officially closod to them. Cluohes betveen Indian raiding. 

parties and whito tradern nncl r.iottJ.ero wore ·l;o continue sporadically in Nor-Gh 

Texas for ano.thcr thirty yearn. Ln:nd r,peculatorn OJld oottlcrs interpreted tho 

terms of the Treaty of Bird• s li'ort to mean that the lands of the upper Trinity 

niver were of.f'icio.lly ready for white oo~tlcment. A number of men who participatod 

in the establir.hment of the fort and in the ot'ficia.J. negotiations at the site 

acquired lands under tho Poter' s Colony contract Md became kno\Jn as impor~ant 
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3''North Toxun plonoorn. v 

Tho lolJ blodchouoo and tho cabino at tho out,po:::rt. did not remain 0roct 

for vary lone. In 1853 an editorial correspondent for the .Clarksville Standard 

vi::dted the loca.lit;y of Biz:<l' r; 1.t"brt during a jotniney in .\1h:tch he visited many 

noted i::itcs connected uit,h tho first aottlomonta of tho country 11 before every. . . 

v.Bstige of their primitive a.ppenranco was offace<l by tho hand of improvement~ 11 

'£he corre::ipondont reported: 

We ·cruno upon the marain of a beautiful lake in the shape of a 
crescent, o.oout .three hundx·ecl yni·tlo wic.1o in -f:.ho centre, nnd coming 
to a point at oithcr end. :r.t is tho handsom0st sheet of water I 
ha.vo neon in •roxo.s, largo enough to admit of nclmi:rable sport in the 
way of' sailincr and fishing. As we got opposi·t.o the centre of tha 
lake, wc saw 'upon tho· other sido, perched upon a limb, a bald oaglo, 
which as wc got near, extended i ta ,dngo and went out of sight... 
The lako is, in summer, throo to four feet deop, but 110w from· the 
Spring rain::,, perhaps seven or etgh'I:, fe~t deep in the cep.tre. It 
has a gravelly bottom, clear ,.,,ator1 1··and abounds in .fish.. Within_ 
t,he aroa encl,~ned by the oeinicircul~ t-iator, a high point of land 
puts in probably fifteen fecrb h.i.gho:j:' than tho surrounding prairie. 
This loncl was originally V.:J.l timbered,- but close upon the lalcp tho 
timbei· had boon. cu·l:, down by Bh·d I o men, proba.bly as a moasure of 
protection as wall ao utility, and the land had been put· in • 
cultivation. Upon this n youna growth has nprung up. l'lone of the 
struc·curcs of ·the fortification remains now, but a now settler has 
put up a houoe, from which wna absent when we were there. lie land 
however io in cultivation yet, and -f:.he pluce. looks much as tho' no 
one had boon there to chm1go the aspect which time has givon it, 
since the fir ct l'foneors lof·~ it. Fire from the burning of tho • 
gro.s::i ho.a offaced the housoo and tho picketing which onclnsod them, 
but we could trnco the places whore they stood, ·and tho line of 
enclosure, which uns near tho centre or the point, clooe upon tho 
water. Bird is dead; died in Tituo Omnty, in poaceful country,. rind the 
place would now, yonrs after its vettlement, :j~ill repose in 
lonely beauty, but for the co.bin lately pu·l:, up • .:J 

[Jince the timo -:,f i tn officinl u.;e during the arn of tho Te:can llepublic, 

the. property ·on which Bird' o li'o:t \Jas built has continued to have o.n interestina 

hi story. '!'ho ::;itc of tho fort and thu J.o.ke around.it bccW!Je a po.rt; of ·tho 

'.1'. D. Newton 320-acro survey (Abnt:-o.c·t fl 1165) when the land was deaignated 

" for official settlement. In 1866 Col. D. fiQsh wa:tiaco owned tho property. 

Wallace died intestate in Jul.y, 1878 and in 1879 '£arrant County Troe Collector 
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J. M. Hendor:.011 authorized tho r,ule o.i' the propcr·~y for delinquent to.xes to 

R. l!~. Maddox for ·.~:16.00, /.i-1 In 1830 John n. \Jallnca, nephew of Col. Hallnce 

and executor c,f h.i.n cir.;tate, purchnr.;ed the land from Maddox for ;~56,00, in order 

to settle ui'.l'aira u:t th other heirs of' Col. WalJ.aco 1 s estate. La.tor that year 

John H. Wallace sold tho propcrty--cxcept th.trtocn acres covored by a part of 

nnd near to tho Calloway Luke {inclucliug tho fort site)--to·Thoinas P. Youngblood.'•2 

/'

' Apparently by thi:lt do.to an o.grocment had beon made (but not filed) wH,h Dallas 

nport1:?me11 for dov·oJ.oping the thirteen acres _into a hunting and fishine club. 

I3y 1886 Gum P. Shaffen oimod tho T. D. l'leWton ourvcy land adjacent to tho lake, 

and sold it to ll. c. Triag_, ,Tr. 43 'l'he sportsmen's organization wo.o called the 

Calloway Lake l·iun-ting and _fishing Club j memborships Wl?re sold at :;~200.00 per 

share. In 1895 :i.t was opernting as tho Silver Lo.kc Hunting and I•'ishing Club 

' • 41,
and memberships wore :1~250.00 each. ► 

:(n 190H c,mfusion concerning tho ownership of Calloway' s- Lake resulted in 

a. law suit in wh.i.ch the heirs of '£homan I'•. Yc>ur1gblo')(l sued Doneclict Nosslcr, 

represontine SHvor Loke Hunting and. li'ir,hina Club, for control of the property~ 

Tho jury_ awarducl.tha Youngbl~od heirs 1/3 interost in the land then decreed.that 

the suit should l)o r.ic~tt.led by having tho sportsme!]. 1 G club pay tho plaintiffs a ·cash 

Bum and in r,~t.urn tho club Hould attain full o,-morship of tho lake and 

1•5the irnprovoment.:; thoro, which ho.<l boon dovelopcd by 'ho. sportsman• a orcrnnizatd.on. 

In the 1930s local historians became interest d in the hi-storic site and 

arranged to havfJ an officinl Ti,xas centennial mo.rlcer placed at tho -edao of tho 

sportsmen' o club md:mmine pool, uhoro it \las belicvoc. tho old blockhouse hnd 

stood, the md.mming pool hnving been constrnctcd nu1iposoclly where the fc>rt 1 s 

tranches hn<l boon J.ocatell. 46 'l'ho ma.rlcor' o inncl'ipti<jn ritutc..1cl; 

• Sito of Di.rd1 s For'!:, 
EstablinhecJ ir1 1B40 by Jono.t1,a.n Bird on tho MUitury Road from l10d • 
}liver t.o Au,Jtin. 'In ita v:1.c:ln:U:.y an import:.i.nt tndian treaty, 
·mo.rlcin3 tho lino botwoon tho Indians o.nd the whtt.c oettlcmcnta, 
was· signed Sc-}ptembcr 29., 184.3 by Eclwa.rcl H. Tarrant and Georgo t•f. 
Tcrroll, roprooontina tho Rc1mblic of 'l'cxo.o. TTue ra{_morl remnant 
of the ill-fated llnively F..qwclition sought rc.r.uge hore., August 6, 
1e43. 4? I • 
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l·fl11:m the murker wa:.; plnced a't tho clubt s fa.cilities tho organization' D 

charter wan controJ.lccl 'by Percy Do.vis, l!D.lis HitchelJ., Rdwo.rd Armentrout,, 

J.8and Mrs. J!'rcnch Davis. ~ b'ubscqucntly the property came undor the ownorslrlp 

of Charles D. Armentrout 11.nd for nevcral years tho fncilitl133 were leiised to 

tho Arlington :1r,ort::m1a.n I s Club./{) In rocent years the) r,port,n fncili ties 

have not boon ur,ccl. Gro.vel mccnvn.tiono on all siclon of tho r,.ito of t.ho 

front,ier outpor1t have f;criuu::;ly diminished its historical integrity and 

historical tom·::. o.ro conducted to.it with difficulty. Consequently tho 

Arlington Jii:rt1)ricul :3oc:lcty :i.n 1979 oponoorod 11 project to obtain an 

official Tcxar; Hi:rwr:lcal l-1.:trkf;ir tho.t, uould bo placed on Stato. lliglrnay 157 · • 

iramec.liately we:::t of the ::::ito, s,1 that future generations will be aware of tho 

notable oventn thn.t occurred uhon To~mc pionocrti fj_r~;t ntt,omptod to sec1,.1ro 

and sattlo • th.:ln lrmtl. 

,· 
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1oa11as Mnrnine !laws, undut,ocl clippings in 11 Ilircl 1 o For'!:, in Notes and 
Clippin{lD, 11 cc,mp:ll~d bY Duane Gage ( 1975), TCJC Local History Collection; 
I~ort Worth Stl"..r-:·rclcgram., Morch 5, 19.31+• • Tho other centennial marker allocated 
i'or Tarrant County was in commomorution of General J~ward H. 'l'arrant1 s military 
campaign against Indian 0ncampmontp on Village Creek in May, 1841. 

2wa1ter Prcncott Hobb, 11 '1.'he La.st 'l'~oaty of the Republic ·of Texas., 11 1'.h£ 
Bouthuest,orn Historical r~uartorl;y., Vol. XXV (January., 1922), pp:. 151-152. 

3.nupert N. llichardson., Toxns: The 12!22, ~ State (Engle\lood Cliffs, 
New Jersey., 1970)., p. 111. 

111ary l·/ho:~loy Clarke, 9.li£f. Bowles nnd ~ Toxo.s Cherokees (Norman, 
OklaJ1oma.), pp. 109-111 • 

51o.cha.rdon, Texan: The~~~, p. 112. 
f 

•6Rex HAJ.laco Strickland., 11 Ili.story of 1''annin County, Texas, II, 11 • Soutlu10stern 
Jlistorica.1 quarterly, x::cnv (19.30), pp. 41-42. 

7Ibid.; oco ru:;o Duane Gage, 11 Villaga Creek, 11 a documon·~ed narrative for 
on application for an official •.rexas IIiotoricol Marker, TCJC !£>cal llis·~ory 
Colloction, 1979. 

8Handwritten nffido.vit, ji!. H. Turrant, • former Briaadier General, 1.th 
Driga.de., T<)XO.S l•tllitia., Uov. '7, 18/•3 to the Hon. Matthias Ward, Hashington, 
'l'ex~s, origiQa.l copy in Texa.s State J\I'l.!hives .. ( soc Exhibit A); handwritten 
affidavit, C n. J.ohnri, .Inspector~ 4th Brigade Texas t-1:llitia., October 7, 1843, 
to the Hon. Mntth:lo.o !·larcl, Hnohinaton, Tex.as (soe Rxhi.bit B). Bird was born ca. 
1783; diocl :in 'l'itus County, Texo.s, ca. 1850. 1!011dbook 9.£ ~, Vol. I,. p. 163. 

9Ibid.; llichnrdncm, ~: !hg_ ~ Star State, p. 111. An act of the 
•rexa.o Congrc:m in DocGmber 1o3.8 had provided for u system of frontier poots 
extending from tho Hod Iliver to the Nueces llivor. Birtl t s li'ort hncl not been 
establishecl before tho uppropriatlons \Oro exhausted. On Hov. 19, 18/~2, and 
again in lfovombcr., rn43, Dirtl petitioned Congreso for fimmcial l'oimburseJllcnt, 
submitting an itemized s-ta.temon-1.i of expenses totaling !J:653.50 (seo EY.hibit c). 
Houston votoocl a. bill for Dirtlt o relici' on the grounds ·l:,hut oth01·s ho.d built 
frontier forto at their oim oxponno. On January 8, 18/45, Congreas passed on 
act for D:i.rd1 s relief, awarding him 0600 in draf·l:,s ago.inst taxes to bo collected 

• in Th,wio County. 'l'hc clro.fto wore to be collec'l:,011 over o.. period of thrne yea.rs, 
but evidently Dirtl noltl them o.t a. discount for cash. 1'b.e. liamlbook 2£ •.rc:,ms, 
Vol. I, p. 163; /1J11e;-ia W, Willio.ms and E. C. Dm•ker (edv.), HritinRs of §ij,!!! 
Houston; III, pp. 473, 536. 

10Jonuthan lllrd1 oi~ncd ndcleudum to a:f'fidnv:tt, E. H. Tarrarr1:., Nov. 7, 1843 
( see Exhibit A) • 

11 nandhJnlt .i:11: 'J'n,~nr,1 I, fl• 163. 
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12onc of tho mo:rt interesting and useful contemporary sources of the 
esto.blishmcn-1; of m.rd' s Fort ir, found in a letter, 11 John s. Beeman to Samuel 
Doeman, Octob01· JO, HV~1, 11 original copy in posmrnsion of Dr. H. l~. Docman. (See

li:xhibit D)
1.3•rho standard, Clarlrnvillo, Toxas, June 4, 1353. This is an on-site • 

inspection of the fort's ruins twelve yea.rs after the fort wa.s established. ·The 
lake was lc.ter named Crill.oway Lake after a pioneer family 'l-lho. settled in that 
e.:cea. 

15Affiduvlt, _1'.:. II. Tarrant, Nov. ? , 184.3• Lotter, John s. Beeman to Samuel 
Beeman, October .30, 1841. 

16
11 M:-. and Mrs. 1-lillirun II. Boemvn: Incidents of the J!!arly Days in Texas, 11 

Dallas Morning_ IfoHfl, Janu_nry 26, 1902. 

18Fort Horth Gazette', Jruiuary 5, 18901 p. 6. Excerpt from this article, 
11 01d Times in '!'oxnp, Hcminescenscs of tho Past by Actors of Long Ago, and Incidents 
in Early Days of tho Empi_re State of the American Union, 11 by J. w. T., is found 
in Thelma Ruy, IU.atorY; 2.£. Birdville·(1965), pp. 3-4. 

' 19Jo.mes 'l'. DoGhields, Border Wars of Toxo.s ('fioga., •rexas, 1912) 1 fP)53-.354. 

20 
Michael E.Patterson, 11 Abanclonod Pioneer Cemeterles of Uortheast .'farvDJ1t 

County, Toxo.s: A Preliminary survey, u unpubliohed manuocript, TCJC Local 
History Collection (1976), p. 16. 

21 tetter, J. J. Goodfellow, St,n An~elo, • Te~a.s, 1926, Pl".inte?- in Fort. Worth 
fil!E.-Teleg;rAm, March 5., 19.34. 

221etter., c. C. Cummings, Tnrrant County Judge, to Grapevine sun, March 15, 
191.3, found in an unda.tod clipping in 11 ill.r<l' s }i'ort in Notes and Clippings, 11 

compiled by Gago, 'l'CJC weal History Collection. 

2311 n:xcorpts from l-lrltings of Mary Daggett Lako, October 2, 1927, 11 in 
Thelma Ray, History_ 2.£. Birdvillo, p; 5. There may have been soveral other persons 
buried in the B.ird' s Fort burial aa:iound. Arista Joyner, Arlin3~, Texas: 
llirtrtplaco nf' tho M0tronlex ..lll18-..15llQ ('l'oxian Presa, Wuco, T0xas 19'7~. 22, 
alleges that amone the membero of tho party at, Bird I s Fort were two young sin3le 
men, "Henry Long, and h~s brother {unnamed in r~forenco::i) who tlie<l. Hanry, saddened 
by his brothor1 s cloa.th, decided to return ·l;o tho sottlcmonta -and accompruiied tho 
men ·wno left with the supply w::igon. 11 A Ca.pt. llobert Sloan reportedly11 led a 
prospecting•po.rty as far out ns the Fort: but soon returned as one of the party, 
David Clubb of Illino:i,_s and veteran of the filnclthawlc Har of 18621 was killed by 
the Indians nt a small lako on the FJ.m Fork of the Trinity a short dia tance 
above its mouth Dllcl below Keenan Cronaing, 11 reln'ted in 11 Information on Bird's 
Fort, 11 compiled by J. L. Pa<lclo,:;:k {196;), p. 11. 011e of tho· Te:cao participants 
o.t the treaty negotiations. at Diri':1 1 s Fort in 18/~3, uur. Thomas •rr.;rrey of Hou(!lton, 
uho had been with l•lr. PJ.dridNc' dio<l at the treaty ground of coniJestive fever, t 
on the 27th Soptembor, 11 The qr;'lihorn s:troocta.rd of Clarksville, 'l'exas, - repor-1:;ed Oc • 
Oct. 14, 11J4.3. 
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24111,lr. arnl t-1r 3 • Hillio.m H. Beeman, 11 Dallas Horninrr J~Jews, January 26., 1902; 
"'£own and Timer.;, 11 by Tox Ado.m::;, Do.il;it _News-'l'exan, ,T~ly !.., , 196;3. _Jolm Neely Dryan 
marriq~ Margaret Dcomnn, daughter of John Decma11. Tho rofugeeo from .13:i.rdts ·Fort 
r,ignificantly cnntributecl to tho early growth o.f tho oettlemcnt that came to be 
co.llctl Dallas, 'l'c;~nr.. Dullo.11 Horning Hews, January 26, 1902. 

25Fort Horth Gn.~et.!:£, January 5, 1B90. 

26Handbn,,lc of ·Texas, Vol. II, p. 632. 

27 
Hebb, 11 The Ln.ot Treaty .of the llepublic of •roxas, 11 pp. 153-154. 

r29Padc.1ock, 11 J.nrc,rmation of Bird's Fort~ 11 Pndaoclc citos as his source on !
the Parkil1scm JJia.J:y: The Lunty 'l'e;ums !!.f. Dallas, _by J. J:,;. Rogers. • I I 

30
Tex Adams, 11 ·ro,m and '£ime7 

11 ?-ti.d-m.ties Noi-1s •rexnn, July 11, 1962. This• 
researcher has now boon llble to locato t)1e Parkinson diary, and· confirms the da.tn. 
A typed copy of the dinry is now in the) TCJG Local llistory Center. 

31 Diary of J. c. Kl.clreclg'e, Genl. Superintendent or Indian Affairs, in 
•~ Indin.n Pn.ecrn, 1825-.!!!4.l, 'i'exas state Library, Au·stin ( 1959) pp. 270 follo,Jing. 

I 

2' '11oJJc of J;o-cW.-kn-roqua the Tawulconi Chief, Toxas Indian r~per3, .1.§.44.-1845, 
p, 40. Houston 1 s cordial vis:U with .the Indians who wore present paved the way 
for the success t1f the Bird r s Fort T1•oaty. Said Ke-chi-ka.-roqua, · 11 'rhe Delaware , , 
Captains oay they mot J1im at Bird's ·}o"'ort, and made peace. 11 ~. 

33webb, 11 Tho I,asi; Treaty of· the ncpublic of Texas, 11 -p. 154; M:id-Oities 
~-Texan, Augu::;t 11 r 1962; Julia. Kath9ryn Garrett,; ~ Hortlr: f! li'rontior 
Triumph (Austin, 1972J, pp. 43-44. _ 

34oiary of J .. o. m.drcdge, 1roxo.o Indian Papers, H325-.1§.41, p. 274, There 
has been oome confusion concornine whether tho nogotiations and sianing uf tho 
'l'reaty of Bird' o J.t'ort actually took place at, the outpost. El.d1·cdgo 1 s dinry soems 
to verify that they did: 11 0n the 20th started for Bird's Fort, having boon detained 
two <lays to recruit t,he hor::ies wh.i..ch were unable to proceed fa.I'ther without • 
rest•••• On tho 24th arrived at the Council ground, on the Trinity H.ivor, 11 ~., 

P• 274. Several oxponse statements ond certificates of employment da·l;ed from 
Bird,s Fort near the treaty dat0 also confirm the loca·l;ion of the treaty council: 
11 13:i.rdl s Fort Sop·(; JOth 1843. We hereby certify that wo imploied Jim a. Delavare 
Indian to o.:wiirl; Luin [kmchcz to (JO o.nd sea the Indians at· thicr Villages and to 
bring them to the Treaty and that ha waa ingaged Seventeen ·nays Wld that he cam 
to our· Camp in tho Company Yith J ~ 0,. El.dredge who had bin employed by the Presi-
dent to bring the Indians in. (Signed) Eit H. Tarrant . 

G. H. T0rroll 11 

This affidavit,:, l~Cbl.'Mificate of Employment of Jim, A Delaware, by E. H. Tarrant 
and G. w. 'l'crrell, 11 :i.s in Texas lndian Papers, 1825-1843, p. 144-145. 
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3511 rrcnty of B:i.rcl' s li'ort, Scptcmbc1• 29, 18/~3, 11 .T.bcu mc11t,s £f ~ !Ii.story, 
pp. 142-143, frmn -~:. H. Uinklcr (ed.), Secre·I; Journalr, ££ t.ho Senat0, 11.cpublic
.2.f. Toxus, 1836- la~.5 ( Au:.th, 1911), pp. 283-293. 

37'11ho Horthcrn ;;tandartl_, Clo.rksville, •.re:xao, Sat. cct. 14, 184.3. 

38Julia Kathryn Gurrett, Fort Hor'l:,h; f:. Frontier Triumph (Austin, 1972)pp. 46-47. 

39c1arlcsvillo Sfamdard, • June 4, 185.3. 

401ettcr, J. J. Goodfellow, San Angelo, •rexas, 1926, in ~ \forth ~­
Telegram, Narch 5, 1934. 

41 Tarrant Goun-liy Deed Hecords, Vol~me·Q, p. 60. 

42To.rrant County Deed llecords, Volume M, p. .34.3; Vol. 56, p. 97; Vol. 57, p. 479. 
f 

43,ro.rrant County Deed 11ocorda, Volume 71, p. 161. 

44copy, Co.lJ.owuy Lake Hunting o.nd F'i:::;hing Club Bha.re Certificate, !,Jay 25, 
189,1, purchur.mJ by John M. ,Tonon; copy, Silver Lako Iluntlng nnd li'.inhing Club 
Dharc Ccrtifi.c,rlici, tfov. 14, HJ<)5, purchnsud by H. •r. lh.rtchlnoon, copioa compilocl 
:l.n Paddock, 11 In.formu.tio11· of lltrd• s I1'1n•·t;.11 

45rurro11t C,:,wYty Deed llocordG, Volume 301, pp. 586-587; Vol~ .303, p. /►36. 

461ettcr, .r. ,T. f}()odfcllow, ~on Angelo, Texa.::;, 1926, in .E2£1 Horth ntar-Telpf2'!!!!, 
March 5, 193/~• 

4711sitc c.1f llircll s Fhrt Toxao Hi::;to1·ical J.larkcr, 11 conto.inina o. copy of t~o 
marker inscr:i.ption. 'fhe e1·ronoons date, 1340, uppa.rcntly cume fl·om th~l u::;o 
of inaccurate nocol).dru:y oourcen °b'J tho::,o researchers whf.> prcpardrl the 1936 
marker inscription. Ma:t.ol'iulr, in r;;:.d1ibi t A confirm tho.·[; the fort was ootablished 
in 1841. 

48nnlla:J 11,~rninr; J·Jcun, undated clippine in II ni.rr.l' o l•'ort in notes and 
Clippings, 11 'fCJC Local llist.ory Collection•. 

f 

· 491ctter, Charles De::imond l\rmentrout, Dollao, Texas, August 1, 1977, to 
Duano Gueo, 'l'n.rran t County Hi storico.l Commisr.dori. 
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WELDON GREEN CANNON 
Reminiscences About 

BIRD'S FORT 

A 1936 Texas historical marker at the site of Bird's Fort profoundly affected my life. I remember 

playing around the marker in the late 1930s when my parents or grandparents visited there. Born at 

Euless, Texas, in 1934, I lived about 2 miles from the site of the fort. The Bird's Fort story has been told 

many times, so I will not repeat that, but only tell what I recall about the site from as far back as I can 

remember. I was always impressed by the large granite marker. Probably among the first things I 

learned to read was the brief text, deeply incised in bold capital letters on the stone. This also might 

have been my first history lesson, setting me on a course to my life's work. Also on the grounds a few 

feet away were an empty swimming pool, supposedly the exact site of the fort, and a bit farther away 

the club house, left over from the days when a sportsman's club owned the land before an Armentrout 

family acquired it. Besides being a destination for hunters and fishermen, from as early as 1900, and 

probably considerably before, the place was used for picnics, reunions, parties and all manner of 

celebratory events. There was also a water well on the grounds with a windmill and overhead water 

storage tank. 

The site was located in the bend of Calloway Lake, a crescent shaped natural body of water near 

the bottom lands of Trinity River. Electric power lines had not reached the area. Lack of electricity then 

was not unusual since even the business center of Euless, at the intersection of present Euless Blvd. and 

Euless Main St., did not receive electricity until 1928. Lines were not extended½ mile south from there 

to the Euless School and my parents and grandparents nearby houses until 1932. The lake club house 

was lit at night with kerosene lamps, creating, in my mind, a spooky, eerie atmosphere. I did not like 

being there at night. The only access to the property by automobile or truck was along a one lane, rutted 

path through a pasture, about½ mile from the nearest public road. Somehow my parents, Ross and 

Winnie Day Cannon, and grandparents, Arch and Della Whitener Cannon, had become friends with the 

Armentrouts, who occasionally invited us to visit with them when they were there on retreat from their 

Dallas home. My grandparents and father loved to fish, and with the lake full of beautiful catfish, bass 

and crappie, it was one of their favorite fishing holes, to which they seemed always to have access. 



In addition to the bit I remember, I have heard numerous stories from grandparents, parents, 

aunts, uncles and older cousins, about their experiences associated with the lake. Arch went on 

overnight and distant fishing expeditions with his buddies, but Della would go with him to nearby 

Calloway Lake. One of my favorite photos is of them holding up a couple of long strings of large fish they 

had caught. There was a flat-bottom metal boat that stayed on the lake. Fishers pushed off from the 

shore into the generally shallow lake to find good fishing spots. On one trip, someone stood up in the 

boat, which tipped over, dumping everyone into the lake. Della almost drowned. 

Aunt Lois Cannon (later Mrs. Fred Trimble) liked to talk about being baptized in the lake. The 

Euless Methodist Church, over 2 miles away, usually baptized from a bowel of water in the church. But 

my aunts Lois and Jessie Cannon (later Mrs. Warren Fuller) and their mother, Della, wanted to be 

immersed. The church gathered at the lake and the minister performed the baptism. Lois, even many 

years later, commented that he was probably the maddest Methodist preacher she had ever seen, 

because he had to get so wet, needlessly, he thought. 

I was the youngest of 14 grandchildren of Arch and Della, so I missed out on many of my older 

cousins' capers. Nevertheless, I recall some cousins, such as Troy Fuller, Jerald Cannon and Loran Borah, 

telling this story or some variation. When they were teenagers they would sneak onto the Calloway Lake 

property to seine for fish. Once, someone, obviously claiming to be responsible for security of the 

property, went after them, even shooting at them. They fled, escaping injury, but dared not tell their 

parents or grandparents. 

I have related the above stories from memory. I think I have written records, that I sometimes 

refer to as interviews, that I made when I first heard the stories. They might supply more detail. There 

are also numerous articles in the Arlington newspaper through the first 40 years of the 20th century that 

describe many of the gatherings and events on the grounds and at the club house. I photocopied many 

of the articles and made notes of all. Later, I will add them to this file. 
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BIRD'S FORT TODAY (1977) 

In the beginning - in 1840 - Fort Bird was established for two reasons. 

One, to form a nucleus for a colony, and two, to provide protection against 

the Wichita and other roving tribes of hostile Indians. Established by 

Captain Jonathon Bird and about thirty Texas Rangers, the Fort was only 

qsed sporatically after 1842 when the Ranger enl.,i.stment ran out. By the 

1850's Fort Bird was abandoned and the original settlement had disappeared. 1 

Today, Fort Bird as part of the beginning of a-growing Dallas - Fort Worth 

metropolitan area, is known mostly to Historians and local residents who 

have been in the area for some time. 

At the present time, Fort Bird is located on 118 acres of land occupied 

by Mr. and Mrs. D.R. Page, who are caretakers for the property owned by 

Charles Armentrout of Dallas. Immediately prior to the property being /e~sed 

by Mr. Armentrout, -Co the Arlington Sportsman's Club, 

Fort Bird was readily accessible to the public. Today the privilege of 

visiting the Fort is by appointment only, at the convenience of the Page's. 

Today the outlying land around the Charles Armentrout' s 118 acres is 

I 

mainly owned by gravel companies. The land has been dug up by heavy machinery 

and the hopes of finding ang additional artifacts or unknown burial sites 

becomes more remote with each passing day. According to Mrs. Page, TXI, one 

of the gravel companie~ is attempting to ob~ain gravel rights on some addi-,­

tional land in the area. The .expansion of the gravel companies is making 

access to Fort Bird more difficult. 

Today the only thing left to show for Fort Bird is a stone monument 

approximately 2¾ feet by 4 feet tall. Immediately to the left is a pickup 

(1) 



camper sitting precariously close to·· the monument. A few feet behind is 

the old, cracking, weed and trash infested swimming pool left from the 

days of the Arlington Sportsman's Club. A little farther back and to the 

left is a large mobile home occupied by the Page family and beside the 

mobile home is a makeshift dog run with a dog house. All this can be 

seen with one sweeping glance standing next to the monument. On the other 

, side of the mobile home is the slowly deteriorating Arlington Sportsman_' s 

Club house, now only used as a storage shed. A few yards to the left and 

a little to the front of the monument is a place where people aid their 

trap shooting. In general it appears to me that the monument is lost and 

forgotten in its surroundings. 

In talking with friends who live in the general area (the metroplex), 

I found a majority of them had not ever heard of Bird's Fort. Most of 

those that did know of it, had lived in the area for a number of years. 

None of those who were aware of Fort Bird had ever seen the monument. 

To those most closely associated with it, Mr. Armentrout and the Page's, 

it is more a nuisance than anything_,according to Mrs. Page. The nuisance 

attitude is something which I would blame some of the public for, more 

than Mr. Armentrout or the Page's. A small minority of the public by 

vandalizing property and having beer parties forced them to fence the 

property and keep a chain blocking the road locked. This in turn means 

that whenever someone desires to see the monument they must make arrange­

ments for someone to meet them at the gate. At the present time, the 

Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) and the Tarrant County Histor­

ical Coit'l~1u10,J are working to have the monument moved to a new location. 

Maybe this will help to make more people aware of this segment of the 

metroplex's past. 

THE HERITAGE ROOM 
LEARNING RESOURC~-~ ~tNTER 

T.C.J.C., N.E. 
(2) 



FOOTNOTE: 

lJane McCray, Early Fore Bird was Seed of Today's Thriving Mecroplex 
The Sunday Observer, Sunday, July 4, 1976. 
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accident in the city's history. 
More details are available in 

the Feb. 9, 1961, Arlington 
Journal, available on microfilm in 
the city library. 

As to the Berachah Home, it 
operated within 10 buildings on 
67 acres around Mitchell and 
Cooper streets from 1903 .to 1935. 
That area is now part of the 
University of Texas at Arlington 
campus, though Doug Russell 
Park adjoining the campus was 
originally part of the grounds. A 
tiny stone prayer chapel and small 
cemetery in the park are all that 
remain. Most of the graves are 
those of newborn infants. 

Berachah - the name stems 
from the biblical "valley of 
Berachah" - wa~ founded by 
The Rev.'J.T. Upchurch, certainly 
one of the most fascinating figures 
in the city's history. One of the 
best articles every published on 
the subject was written by 
Star-Tel~gram reporter Lisa 
·Black and published Sept. 19, 
1993 - sp again interested parties 
will need-to go to microfilm. 

What most Berachah 
researchers don't know is that_ the 
home's records were turned over 
to special collections on the sixth 
n,,,..r "' the University of Texas at 

Upsc_ale development on Arlington's horizon 
BY JEANNE GRAHAM· 

Star-Telegram StaffWri1c·r 

ARLINGTON - Luxury home. 
. construction could begin by year's 
end in the huge Metrovest residen­
tial and commercial development· 
in north Arlington if the City Coun-

•cit approves annexation of the 
property Tuesday. 

"Annexatipn _does_ everything," 

Construction could start.soon after annexation 
property owner Jim Salim said. "It 

,allows us, from a financial stand­
point, to consummate some rela-
tionships." ' 

. The council is expected to annex 
al5out 1,800 of the 2,000 acres the 
proj;ct, known as The Lakes of Ar­
lingtgn, is expected to encompass 

I 

1oo·teetis-displ3.y their skills 
.at ACT-SO in Fort Worth 
The event showcases the 
·achievements of 
African-American youths. 

BY JANETTE RODRIGUES 
Star-Telegram Staff Writer 

FORT WORTH - By the time 
the final ACT-SO judge made it to 
Timothy Burton's science project 
on spontaneous combustion ofvar­
ious chemicals, the O.D. Wyatt 
High School student was.a study in 

or dance, the_ Tarrant County high 
school students competing in the 
Fort Worth Afro-Academic, Cul­
tural, Technological and Scientific 
Olympics were ready to have their 
petri dishes and paint brush strokes 
scrutinized; 

Sponsored by the Fort Worth­
Tarrant County Branch of-the Na­
tional Association for the Ad-. 
vancement of Colored People, 
ACJ:-SO showcases the academic 
and cultural achievements of Afri-

just north of the city limits. The 
land is in the city's extraterritorial 
jurisdiction. 

In an annexation, the city bat-
ances the revenues - such as prop-
erty taxes and utility franchise fees 
- it expects to receive from a de-
velopment against the expense of_ 

ARLINGTON AREA 
Police arrest two men late 
Friday after shots are fired 
after a verbal altercation 
outside a south Arlington 
pool hall. 

Page4B 

• Almost 300 seventh- and 
eighth-grade girls spend the 
day at the Expanding Yo'ur 
Horizons Conference on 
math and science careers at 
UT-Arlington. 

Page SB 

FEATURES 

providing city services such as po­
lice and fire protection. 

_Salim's company, Metrovest 
Partners Ltd.. has proposed build­
ing 665 homes along three man­
made lakes and a canal system east 
of Farm Road 157 and north of the 
Trinity River. 

The home prices will begin at 
about $500.000, Salim said. As pro­

. (More on METROVEST on Page 4) 

Mayoral op• 
early start f 

BY MARY DoCLAR 
Star-Telegram Starr Writer 

ARLINGTON - Behind the 
scenes, the wooing has alread) 
begun. 

Potential candidates, or at leas 
their backers, are going a-courtin~ 
trying to shore up support fron 
various organizations and individu 
als although the May 3 City Counc 
election is more than two montl 



city needs, as well as generate prop- • company from his partners in No- fots this spring." . .. • . • ments in the area incluc 
erty tax revenues, Mayor Richard vember and has since been looking Metrovest obtained a permit a • ing and widening of F 
Greene said. . . for investors, hut that lie was sty- year ago from .the Army Corps of . 157, which Salim said ii 

·Metrovest 
From Pagel 

posed, the project - which would 
take 24 years to complete - would 
include a nursing home, private bo­
tanical gardens and almost 3 mil­
lion square feet of retail and office 
space. 

The city and Salim have negoti­
ated a development agreement to 
determine the costs of capital ex­
penditures. the time frame for de­
livery of city services and how the 
costs will be apportioned. That 

• agreement will be presented Tues­
•day to the council. 

An economic impact analysis by 
Ralph Andersen & Associates 
·showed· that the Metrovest project 
would contribute $5.5 million an­
nually to city coffers. 

However, that estimate did not 
take into account capital costs such 
as a $30.3 million bridge for an e.x­
tension of Ballpark Way over one 
of the man-made lakes-and $2 mil­
lion that would be needed for a fire 
station and police vehicles. 

Annexation of the proposed de-
velopment is advantageous to the
city because it will give Arlington 

executive housing, which many city 
and business leaders have said the 

"There's going to be an eco- mied in his efforts by tbe fact that·· Engineers for excavation and recla-
nomic gain to the community im- • the property is outside the city lim-
mediately, and that will grow 
through the years of the de-
velopment," Greene said. 

Metrovest, meanwhile, has in-
• vested about $20 million· in the 

project. About $3 million of that 
was to buy the property from the 
Resolution Trust Corporation in 
1991 and 1992. An additional $17 
million was spent excavating dirt 
for the lakes and moving that dirt 
to other parts of the property .to 
raise them above1the flood plain,· phase will be full-blown anp the in-

The Lakes 
of Arlington 

Commercial 

Mapped-~ 

ar~~ 
Blue Lake 

Source: Schrickel, Rollins and Asso 
Slar-Tulegram 

._______________._____________....___~---------

Salim said. frastructure will be in," Salim said. spokeswoman Nita Mall, 
Salim said that he bought the "People·could actually start buying Othe_r flood-mitigatin 

its. 
"No one would move till an-

nexation and zoning were final-
ized," Salim said. 

Receiving final approval on the 
annexation request would increase· 
the availability of funds for the . 
project, he said. Street construction 
could begin within 90 days, weather 
permitting, he said. 

"My goal right now, by the end 
of this year, is that the residential 

mation work. Because the com-
pany's development plans have 
·changed from an entertainment 
complex to the mixed-use residen-
tial and commercial project, up-

•dated permits must be received 
from the corps before any building 
permits will be granted, city of-
ficials said. 

The corps is reviewing 
Metrovest's modifications and will 
make a decision about whether the 
changes are in accordance with the 

.permit later this mon:~h, corps 

the commercial develop1 
land. 

•Metrovest, the city 01 

and the Regional Trar 
Council have committed 
uting about $13 million 1 

ly $19 million needed to 
right of way, provide l 
and widen and raise the 1 

About $5.7 million is 
the project from state f1 
is tentatively scheduled 
sion by the Texas Tra: 
Commission during i 
March,27. 

I 
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