Weldon G. Cannon History Files

In this folder donated to the City of Euless, labeled BIRD’S FORT, are a few key documents and other
materials from files donated to The University of Texas at Arlington for the Weldon Cannon Euless
Collection in the Special Collections of the University Library. Following is a brief summary of materials in
1 folder under this subject that was donated to UTA.
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1. Bird’s Fort—A collection of documents, public records, newspaper and journal articles, etc., about the
subject. [wgc note—1 grew up in the 1930s and 1940s playing on the fort site around the 1936 granite
historical marker, the club house and the swimming pool when my family visited the Armentrout family.
I heard many stories about fishing at nearby Calloway Lake and a variety of adventures and escapades
around the lake from parents, grandparents, cousins and others.]
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27" x 4ov Official Texaz il:.iorical Marker with post
Tarrant County (Order #580¢)
Locatlon: FM 157, 1 mi.li of Trinity River near Arlington
SITE OF*¥¥ |
BIRD'S FORT#¥
(ONE MILE EAST)*##
IN AN EFFORT TO ATTRACT SETTLERS TO THE REGION

AND TO PROVIDE PROTECTION FROM INDIAN RAIDS,GEN.

- EDWARD H.TARRANT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS MILITIA

AUTHORIZED JONATHAN BIRD TO ESTABLISH A SETTLEMENT
AND MILITARY POST IN THE AREAGBIRD'S FORT,BUILT NEAR

A CRESCENT-SHAPED LAKE ONE MILE EAST IN 1841,WAS

THE FIRST ATTEMPT AT ANGLO-AMERICAN COLONIZATION
IN PRESENT ‘TARRANT COUNTYoTHE SETTLERS,FROM THE RED

RIVER AREA,SUFFERED FROM HUNGER AND INDIAN PROBLEMS
AND SOON RETURNED HOME OR JOINED OTHER SETTLEMENTS s

'IN AUGUST 1843,TROOPS OF THE JACOB SNIVELY EXPEDITION
DiSBANDED AT THE ABANDONED FORT,WHICH CONSISTED OF A
FEW LOG STRUCTURES4,ORGANIZED TO CAPTURE MEXICAN '
GOLD WAGONS ON -THE SANTA FE TRAIL IN RETALIATION

'FOR RAIDS ON SAN ANTONIO,THE OUTFIT HAD BEEN DISARMED

BY UNITED STATES FORCESe

ABOUT THE SAME TIME,NEGOTIATIONS BEGAN AT THE FORT
BETWEEN REPUBLIC OF TEXAS bFFICIALS GEN.TARRANT

AND GEN.GEORGE W.TERRELL AND THE LEADERS OF NINE
INDIAN TRIBES.THE MEETINGS ENDED ON SEPTEMBER 29,
1843,WITH THE SIGNING OF THE BIRD'S FORT TREATYeTERMS
OF THE AGREEMENT CALLED FOR AN END TO EXISTING
CONFLICTS AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A LINE SEPARATING

INDIAN LANDS FROM TERRITORY OPEN FOR COLONIZATION g¥ ¥
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BIRD'S FORT
by Duane Gage ‘
Associate Professor of History

‘farrant County Junior College, NE
828 Harwood Road, Hurst, Texas 76053

@ 1979

In 1936 the State of Texas, through its Commission of Control for
Centennial Celebrations, allocated twe official historical markers for placing
at sites in Tarrant Cbunty that are significant in the history of the Republic
of Texas. One of thevsites that received a Centennial marker was the site of
Bird'é Fort; vhere in 1843 a treaty council led to the opening of much of North
Texas to white sottlemen’c.1 During its nine years of existence, the Republic
of Texas héd a major Indian problem. The majority of Texans favored the use
of military forcekfor the p&rposo of extermination while an influential minority
desired peaceful rclations established through dipiomacy and kindness. President
Sam liouston's attitude was that of friendlinessiand good will; during his first
term (1836-1838) he was able to avoid serious Indian uars.z

Texas'! sccond president, Mirabeau B. Lamar, brought a drastic change in

Indian policy by denying that Indians had possessory rights to the land and

by inaugurating an aggressive [rontier poliéy. Congequently Lamar's tenure

(1838<1841) vas marked by the bloodiest Indian wars Texas had known. Lamar

called for the total expulsion of all tribes who had migrated from the Unitcd

States, the creation of a stronger military force, and the establishment of a
line of military posts along the frontier., Responding to Lomar's proﬁosals,

the Texas Congress pasced laws providing for the establishment of a military

road froﬁ the NMed River southward and for the creation of ten companies of

Rangers.3
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During‘the summer of 1839 Lamar!s harsh Tndian policy began to produce
violent recsults, On July 16, 1839, the Cherckeces were defeated in an engagement
fought a few miles west of prosent Tyler, Most of the warriors were slain along
vith tﬁe aged Chief Bowles, a beloved friend of Sam Houston.” Other tribes,
some of whom had tried to be friends with the Texans, began to-fear thut they
too would be driven from their homes. The Indians' fears and suspicions vere
intensified in March, 1840, when a Cnmahche chief and a number of warriors were
slain at San Antonio, while in a council with representatives of the Repub»lic.5
The Council llousec fight and many similar claéhes during Lamart!s administration
brought even further Indian resistance and depredations. The advent of white
.settlements developing along the upper Trinity River seemed guite remote. In
1840 the farthest western settlement in North Téxas vas Coffeels Trading'Post
on Preston!s Bend of the Red River, north of present day Denison; east of.
there, vhite settlements in. Fannin and Red River‘counties were growing
gsignificantly but were still subject to Indian attacks;é

In response to réports that Indian atrocities in Pannin and Red River
counties were perpetrated by Indien var parties from villages on the T?inity
River, in the spring of 1841 General Edward H., Tarrant of the Texas Militia
led an expedition thit dostroyed encampments«on present Village Creek in
Tarrant County.v On August 7, 1841, Tarrant commissioned Jonathan Bird, a
native of Alabama, to organize a force of 150 voluntecr rangers for a three-
month expedition to build a fort‘atAcr near the site of the recent Battle of
Village Creok.8 Bird was to cstablish a settlemént.thore, under a Texas law
that provided that lands be dongted to men who would establish frentier
-military posts. It was hoped that settlers would feel safe td move onto
9

lands around such'garrisons while the area was being wvon from the Indians,

* .-2‘
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Jonathan B%rd,‘who at the time of his appointment by General Tarrant was
given the rank of Brevet Major, was in the gervice from August 7, 1841, until
mlch, 1¢ 42. Apparently Bird had diffieulty in recruiting a full company of
150 volunteers and left Bowie in lted River County in the fall of 1841 with about
forty man.\]1 No reliablc contemporary documents vith details concerning the
cstablishment and occupation of Birdts Fort has been found, but:phere‘are several
secondary sources of interest and reminiscences of two or three of the partipants
vhich provide res oarchors with useful information concerning this effort
to establish the first white settlement in present Tarrant County. 12

In the autumn of 1841, Major Bird's troopas arrived at a crescent-shaped lake
slightly north of the Nest Fork of the Trinity River and west of the military
road that reachcd from Preston's Bend to.fustin. The site was approximately
fourteen miles below the junction of the Clear Fork and West Pork of the Trinity.’
Ingside the curve of the lake a fort was erected, consisting of a tall blockhouse
and several cabins, thrce of whiéh vere encloscd in o gtockade, The outer walls
of the blockhouse were made of logs set on end, and a deep trench was dug around
it. The fort ncstiéd advantageously behind a semi-circular shield of oak woods,
about forty feet.rrom a apring vhich bubbled up at the end of the lake.13

Apparently the threc-months volunteers experienced no gerious Indian trouble’

- vhile they vere stationed on the Weat Fork of the Trinity. The company maintained

Bird's Fort for about three monthq,-hauling all. their supplies from Donham at
Ihra', pcrsonal expensc. 14 HMony of the aoldlorw vho served with Bird plannced
to build pormdnent homes nearby, and at one time there may have been as many as
tuenty families at the fort. One of the prospective setﬁlcys urole enthusiastically
that "it is the best range couﬁﬁry that I ever saw to raise stock.... As for
Jand and range it cantt be surpassed in any ‘country.... Timber is short and
plenty of buffalo, deer, bear, and it has the appearance of the healthiést

’ 3
country that I ever saw in my life.“i)

-
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One of the iir t familics to move to Bird's Fort was that of John Beeman,
a farmer from I1linois vho volunteercd for Bird!s company and wﬁs vith thé
miiiﬁary contingent vhich built the fort. Boeman broke his arm in an accident
on the vay to the Trinity, but romained with the company until tho buildings

were completed, Then he returned to Bovie County for hig wife and ten children.

v

In late autumn John Deeman, his bLrother James Beoman, Wade llampton Rattan,
Captain Mabel Gilbert, and Solomon Sillwood and their familes, -with a few single
men, vere living at the fort, using tho gructurcs as headquarters and as
protection from hostile Indian bands still occuping the Trinity valley.‘

The most serious problem cxperienced by the Bird's Fort garrison was a
shortage of food. According to a 1902 interviow of John Beeman! s son,
‘William H, Beeman--who was thirfecn at the time of their occupation of Birdls

fort —tho wecks cpent at the outpost hrought an unforgettable ordeal:
i}

As an inducement to settlors, the Republic of Texas promised to
feed them all the first year, or until a crop could be mddo and
gathcrod In this, however, tho Government failed utterly, and
the pioncoers had to rely on their own resources.. On the way out
the immigrants stopped at Fort )nglish (the present site of Bonham)
whexre they met Mojor Bird who advised them to tale out some corn
and becf steers, "as the boys at the Iort aro pretty short of
rations,® he said, Major Bird ncgotiated with Mr. Dailey Efglish
(who was general trader) for five Loefl steers and a lot of corn,
giv1ng hig note $100 for the pame, Joln Beeman ond llampton Ratton
indorged the noto and Ratton petting killed by Indians, Beoman
aftervards hat it to pay in full, .

vhen the party of melpranbg arrived at Bird's Fort, they found

the garrigon cnttlcly destitute of provigions, thlng had nothing

to cat for a week, One of the Rangers, Riley Cole, had a few days
bcfore, pic}cd up the feet of a calf that had been lying out on the
prairic for sisx wecks (the calf having been butchered and caten at .
that time) and hc boiled these dry and discarded bones into a sort
of soup, or jelly., This was greedily devoured Ly the gtarving
garrigson and was the_labt morsal they had until the Beemans and their
companions arrived. .




In 1890 tho Fort anth Gazelte published a similar account of the
first attompt Qt making a permancnl scttlement on the upper reachcs of the
Trinity River. (n arriving at Bird's Fort the pioncers were surprised to
find that:

The Indians had burned off all the grass from all the surrounding
country and no game vas to be found. Uhile a part of the men re-
mained with the women ond. children...the others returned with the
teams to the sctilements in Lamar County, more than 100 miles
distant to provide supplies. In gpite of the efforts of the hunters
but little game could be secured for subsistence, and the men,

women and children suffered scvercly from hunger, It seemed that
starvation was to be their fute, Hawks, rabbits, and small birds
afforded some relicl,..s.

On account of danger from the Indians, few men could be gpared from |
the fort but in their extremity, Capt. VWebb, a Mr, Silkwood, and :
Wade il, Rattan made an extended hunt some 15 miles or more towards -
the Elm Fork of the Trinity, On Denton Creck, or some tributary

to it, these men found the signs made by a bear in ascending a

large tree., BSupposing the bear to be in the hollow of the tree,
hibernating for the winter, they went to work to cut it down. VWhile
Rattan vas cutting the tree the Indians from embush fired on the men,
Rattan was killed; the others made their escape and returned to the
fort. MHine days afterward the body of Rattan was rccovered by the
returning friends who had gono to the settlement for provisions, and
vhoe had been acquainted with the disaster by friends who had met them
from the fort, A faithful bulldeg had remained with hig dead master
and pregerved him from mutilation ?x buzzards and wolves, Rattan's
remainsg verc interred st the fort.'®

Author Jumesl, Do Shiolds'apparontly interviewed Alex VY. Webb, survivor
of the Indien ambush, who was living in Mesquite, Texag in 1905, and lea;ned
that Rattan's death had occurred on Christmas day, 1841. About one and
one-half milcs scutheast of present Carrolton, on the east side of the Elm Fork,
lattan, Sclomon Silkuood and !Yebb had been attacked by Indians while trying to
cut down a bec tree, Uebb and Silkwood, ofter killing one of the Indians,
escaped to the fort, Rattan!s body wﬁs recovered on December 30; 1841. MNe
vag bgried in "a rude coffin, made of an old wagon 5ed.... At the time of the
tragedy, snovw was six inches deep and the weather intensely cold, and from the

¥ 19

exposure on the trip, Silkwood sickened and died.™
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The burisl ground for Hamp Rattan and Solomon 53illkwood is probably the.

oldest Anglo cemetery in Tarrant County. In 1926 a lotter writlen from

‘ san Angelo, Toxas by J. J. Goodfellow, former Tarrant County Surveyor, contained

information as to the oxact location of tho old fortress and its burial

ground;

4 My first visit to the graves was in 1866, at uhich time. Col, B. Rush

: ; Wallace vas the owmer of the property covering most of Calloway's Lake
and the Ground upon uhich the old blockhouse and the graves are located,
The remains of the house were thon plainly visable, YThey stood on the
northeast bank of the lake at a point where a country club later built
a swimming pool on the ground and destroyed most of the signs of these
trenches, TFrom this blockhouge a path led in a northeag?erly direction,
probably 250 or 300 yards through timber to the graves.

Tarrant County Judge C. C., Cummings accompanied Goodfellow on at least two

? sur?eying trips to Rird's Fort and also veriflied the site.22

Thig firct white cemetery in present Tarrant County, which has been lost

foriyears and which may now be obliterated by gravel excavations, may have received
odditional graves in carly spring, 1842, after a few new arrivals reportedly
joined the Bird's Fort scttlers who had survived.the adverso winter. According

to Fort Uorth historian Mary Dapgett Lakels writings in 1927, among the new

arrivals were Jonathmn Iﬁird's Tather, Yilliam; William's daughter; and a man

named Carturipght, who lived with the Bird family, All three of these individuals

wvere reportedly killed by Indians one day as they verce rcturning with water

23

“from the lakc.
In the early spring of 1842 some small attempts at farming werc begun, but

en account of the mal#rial conditions ncar the lake, the piloncers decided to

quit the lecality and hunt for a-'morc suitable arca, At about that time the
Bird's Tort sctilers were visited by John Neely Bryan, a 31-year-old Tennessce
native vhe in 1841 had come through Arkansas by vay of the Red River, About

twenty miles below the fort, near vhere White Rock Creek flows into the Trinity,

m ' .
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Bryan had built a lone cabin at a river crossing. Secking. the friendship and
security of ncighbérs, Bryan invited the families at Birdls Fort to move onto
“the fertile lands near lis now home, . Captain Habel Gilbert, Joln Bceﬁan, and
the uidqw of Solomon Silkwond declded to accept Bryan's invitiation. Moving
their families to lands dlong thite Rock Creek in present Dallas County, they
broke land early enough in*1842 for spring planting of the firgt poach sceds
and corn in the Dallas aroa.24 .
The remaining survivers of the Bir&'s Fort suttlemont.abandoned their
dreams for establishing homes thero and returned to the Red River sottlements,
or relocated on the Kast Forlk of the Trinity River at a nev settlement in vhat
is nov Collin County.z5
Within a fev months Bird's Fort again was to be used in an historic
manner., In April, 1343, the Jacob Snively Ixpedition, a 170-man force
sanctioned by the Republic of Téxaa » scet out from Fannin County on tﬁe Red
River in search of licxican gold trains ulich they planned to captqre as they
passed along the Smta Fe Trail through Texas-claimed tefritory.' The .force
vas organized to retaliate against Mexico for the capture of San Antonio
tyice in the summer of 1842 by roving Mexican forces. Plagued by dissension
und jealousy,'thé expedition gplit artcf a disappointing. cnecounter with a
force of 100 Hexicuns cn ground claimed both by Toxas aond Moxico. A short time
1qter Snively and 76 men ran head on into a 200;man United States Army force
led by Colonel Philip St. George Cooke.v The United 3tates forces domanded that
the Texans give up thelr arma, and Snively's mon felt they had no choice but
to comply. Iolloving this humiliating cxperiencec, Snively and his men returncd
to Torth Texas and disbanded at Bird's Fort on August 6, 184320

Simultaneous to OSnivelytls Expodition aléng the border, President Sam Houston's

peace poiicy during hisvsecond torm (1841-1844) Lrought Texas officials and

T
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Indian ;epfcscntatives to Birdts fsrt to negotiate the Indians?! final removal

from the Eastern Crogs Timbers. In December, 1841, as soon as he was inaugurated

for his sccond term, Prosident llouston sent representatives to Indian council

grounds and slowly re~ocstablished peaco with most of the Texas tribes. THouston

called for the establishment of perménent Indian reservations and the erection

of trading posts beyond the frontlier line vhere Indians could trade their goods

for needed supplics. Al the chiefa verc invited to a council to be held on

the Dragos River at the Yaco village on October 26, 1842, where the Indians
could exchange- their white captives for Indian women and children vhom the
Toxans had held as prisoners since the Council House fight.27

Unfortunately heavy raing and flooded rivers kept the Indians away'

from the Yaco council, but in the sunmor- of 1843 anoﬁher call went out for a
grand council to meet at Bird!s Fort at the full moon of August, with chiefs
{rom all‘tfibcs in Toxas. In August, bhile the Sﬁpe;inﬁcndent of Indian
affairs, Jogzeph C.. Wldrodge led a party of Indian ogents, interpreters, and
traders far out on the northwostern plains in an effort to induce the fearsome

Comanches to attend thoe. Bird's TFort negotiations, President Jlouston went to
28 -
Rird!s Fort t:» begin the council digcussions himself.  Allepgedly there was a

man from England, 1. Parkingon, uwho was a member of tho party represonting

Texap and who keopt a diury:

In tho diory PARKIRSON TELLS of sbtopping in hallas and visiting with

JOHN NEBLY BRYAH, of their cumping at thito Rock Springs (now lhite

Rock Lakc), Codar  Springs and then to Bird's Fort, Later the party

wvent to Grapevine Springs to wait on the Indians which by this time

wore well overduc. The commissioner of Indians, as it turnod oub later,
had been capturcd by the Comanche Indians and nearly scalped before

they tnmed him frec, Genaral Houston, not awarce of his capture, blamed
tho delay on Col. JOSWPI G, EIDREDGY tho commipsioncr, and so relleved
him of his position and returned to the capitol, Hashington on the Brazos,

leaving Gen. TARRANT and Gen. GEORGE W. TERRELL as his representativeas
to nogotiato the treaty with the Indians,?Y
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Journalizt Tex Adamgs veferrced to ihO»Parkinson disry in describing
President Sum Iluuston!s sojourn while’waiting Lo sign a treaty with the

Indians: , :

Houston left Crockett on July 4 hitﬁ’a large party who Loped to

make the trip a buffalo hunt, as well. lie arrived at Bird'c Fort

(some dozen miles southuest of Gyapevine Springs on the Trinity

West Fork) but found neither Indian chiefs or his commissioners,

After spending several days at the swampy fort, Houston vithdrey I

in a rege to the higher ground at Grapevine Springs. There he

fretted for almost a month before returning to Washington on the

Brazos, Chronicled E. Parkingon, "They were somo fine though

rather monotonous dayg, only relieved by finding a bee {ree or

killing cur beeves."? L

Many of the tribes had gathoered by'mid—ﬂugust-Eldrodge?s party vas still
out on the nplaing trying to coax the Comanches to come to tho council, Hot
only did the Comonches refuse to c0mef%o Bird!s TFort, they threatened to kill
the Texas officials to avenge tho masdacro of their kinsmen at the Council
llouso in San ﬁntunio,31 By lato’Augu#t Houston decided to council with the
tribés that wore on hand,32 and to leave General Tarrunt and George Terrell
to conclude the negotiations as soon as the Comanches arrived, Donned in a
purple velvet suit; with a huge bowie knife thrust in his belt, and a folded
Indian blanket draped over one shoulder to proclaim his brotherhood with the
red men, Houston cloquently promlsod ﬁho chicfa that a favorable treaty line
vould be dravm beyond vhich the Indians could live unmolesbed by white men.

Then he returned to the capital to attend to the affairs of the Republic.Bj_
‘Not until mid-September did Kldredge's party ride into Bird's Fort with

the message that the Comanches wore not comingéi Terrell and Tarrant then

~ entered into nogotiations‘uith chieflg of nine tribes wvho wero present., A
treaty embodying the principles of Houston's peéce policy was signed. at Dirdts
Fort on Septcmber 29,<1843, and ratifled by the Texas Senate on January 31, 1844.

Placing thoir marks on the document wore chiefs of the Delaware, Chickasaw,

- : ' .
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taco, Tawskoni, Kichai, Caddo, Anadarkoe, Ionie, Biloxi, and Cherokee tribes.
Both parties agrecd to live in peace, protect all women and children, and
fespect the treaty line along which trading houses were to be eatablished,
Niether whitcs nor Indians were to cross the iine without suthority to do so;
those who violated the trealy were to be punished,Bs |

The Bird!s Fort Treaty line was to run roughly from huﬁﬁing lands north
of present Fort Worth, to the present site of ﬁenard on the San S&ba.niver,
and from the San Saba to 3an Antonio, Trading houscs vere to be established -
near the junction of the Clecar Tork and the Mest Fork of the Trinity, at
Comanche Peak near Graﬂbury, ond on the San Saba River.sé'

Following thé.ncgbtiations, in early October 1843 General Tarrant end
Captain B. Booth travelled to Clarkaville, Texaé, and reciated important
detai%s concorning the recently concluded treaty council:
0f the tribes vho hafe trecated, the first threec were exceptionally
vild, and worc no clothing, execept the breech clout. The rcemanants
of Cherokeesn who werc thero, verc in a most distressed conditinn,

The family of Powles who werc all there, would not come into the camp
until the. Commissioners purchaged clothes for the women and children, ...

The commissioners went out eighg miles from the trecaty ground, and met
the Indians as they came in..., 7

‘The trcéty council at Birdts Fort was the last official eﬁent-to occur at
the outpost during the years of the Texas Republic, Host of the Inddlans-in
Horth Texas remained northuest of the treaty line, but others disregarded i£
completely, in the same manner that many whites refused to ackmowledge that the
Indian lands were officially closcd to them, Clashes between Indian raiding.

parties and vhite traders and gettlers were to continuc sporadically in North

Texag for another thirty years, Land speculators and settlers interproted the
terms of the Treaty of Birdls Fort to mean that the lands of the upper Trinity
River were officially ready for vhite scttlement. A number of men who participated
in the establichment of the fort and in the official megotiations at the site

acquired lands under the Peter!s Colony contract and beeame lknown as importent

»

. wr——, 8 4 s



N Ve AT e T

R T L O

North Texag pioncers.

The log blockhouse and the cabing at'the outpost  did not remain erect
for very long, In 1853 an editorial correspondent for the Clarksville Standard
vigited the Jocality of Bird's Fort during a jouwney in vhich he visited many
noted_sites connected with the first actthmonts of the counpry npefore every
vestige of their primitive appearance was effaced by the hand of improyemont,"
The correspondeont reported:

 We came upon the margin of a beautiful lake in the shape of a
crescent, about three hundred yards wide in the centre, end coming
to a point at cither end. It is the handsomest sheet of water I
haye ceen in Texas, large cnough to admit of admirable sport in the
vay of pailing and lishing, As vwe got opposile the centre of the
lake, we saw upon the other side, perched upon a limb, a bald eagle,.
which as we got near, extended its wings and went out of sight...
The lake 15, in summer, -threo to four feet deep, but now from- the
Spring rains, perhaps scven or eight feet deep in the centre., It
has a gravelly hottom, clear wator,Land abounds in fisgh. Within
the arca enclosed by the semlcirculer vater, a high peint of land
puts in probab1y fifteen feel highor than the surrounding prairie.
This lond vas originally all timbered, but clese upon the lake the
timber had becn cut down by Rird!s men, probably as a measure of
protection as well as utility, and the lend had been put in
cultivation, Upon this a young growth has sprung up. HNone of the
structurcs of the fortification remains now, but a new settler has
put up a house, from which wag absent when ve vere there, N6 land
however is in cultivation yet, and ‘bthe place.looks much ag tho! no
one had been there to change the aspect uhich time has givon it,
since the firgl Pioneers left it, Flre from the burning of the -
grass has offaced the houses and the picketing which enclosed them,
but we could trace the places where they stood, and the line of
enclosure, which wag near tho centre of the pGlnh clope. upon the
vater, Bird is dead; died in Titus Ounty, in peaceful country; gnd Lhe<
place would nou, yoars after its settlement, Bngl reposc in
lonely beauty, but for the cabin lately put up.”

Since the time of its official uge during the era of the Texas Rlepublic,

the property on vhich Bird!s Fot was built has continued to have an interesting
history, UYhe gite of the fort and the leke around it became a parl of the

T. D..Newton 320-acre survey (Abstrach # 1165) when the land vas designated

for official sottlement: In 1866 Col, B. Rush Yallace owmed the property.

‘Wallace died intestate in July, 1878 and in 1879 Tarrant County Tex Collector

11~ .
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J. M. Hendergon authorized the sale ol the property for dolinéuent taxes to

41 In 1880 John R, Uallacc, nephev of Col. Hallace

R, E, Maddox for "526.00,
and cxecutor of his cstate, purchased the land from Maddox for $56.00, in order
to settle afladrs with other heirs §f Col, Yallaccts estaﬁc. Later that year
John R, Yallace sold the property--cxcept thirteen acres covered by a part of
and near to the Calloway Lake (including the fort site)--to-Thomas P. Youngblood.42
fpparently by that date an agrecment had beon made (but not filed) with Dalias

sportsmen for developing the thirteen acres into a hunting and fishing club.

By 1886 Sam P, shoffen owned the T. D, HeWton survey land adjacent to the lake,

and sold it to N, C. Trigg, Jr.43 The sportsmen!s organization was called the
Callovay Loke Hunting andﬂfi;hing Club ; memberships were gold at #$200.00 per
share, In 1895 it waz operating as the Sllver Lakec Jlunting and Fishing Club
and memberships wore $250.00 each, 44

In 1908 éﬂnfusion concerniné tﬁo owﬁership of Calloway's Lake resulted in
a law suit in uhich thé hoirs éf Thomas P;,Younéblnod sued Benedict Nessler,
representing Silver Loke Hun%ing And.Fishing Club, for contralvof.the proPerty;.

The jury awarded.the Ybungblqod heirs 1/3 interest in the land then decreed that

“the suit should be seltled by having the sportsmen's elub pay the plaintiffs a cash

sum  and  in return the c¢lub  would attain full ownorship of the lake and

the improvements Lhoro, which had beon developed by Hhe. zportsmen's organiznticn.45
In the 19305 1lncal historians became interested in the historic site and

arranged to have an official Texas centennial marker [placed at the edge of the

sportsments club swuimning poel, vhere it wvas believed the old blockhouse had

stood, the suimming pocol having heen canstructed‘sugpusodly vhere the fort!s

6 g e
tronchss had bocn Locatcd.4 The marker!s inseription stated:

" 8ite of Dird!'s Tort : _
Established in 1840 by Jonothan Iird on the Military Road from Red
River to Austin, ‘In ita viclnily an importont Indian treaty,
marking tho lihe botween the Indians ond the wh%tc settloments,
vas signed September 29, 1843 Ly Idward H, Tarrant and George U,
Torrell, reproscnting the Republlc of Texas. T$0 ragged romnant
og the}%llurated Snively Fipedition sought refuge here, August 6,
1843. 4 i )

] R
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When the murker was placed at the club's facilities the organization's

charter vas eontrolled by Percy Dovis, 1lis Mitchell, Fdword Armcntrout,

¥
and lrs, French Davis.A& Subscquently the property came under the ownership

-of Charles D, Armentrout and for several years the facilities wero leased to

¢
the Arlington Sportsmants Cluh.é)

In rocent years the sporta facilities
have not bLoen used, Gravel excavolions on all sides of the site of the

frontier outpost have seriuvusly diminished its historical integrity and

historical tourg are conducted to it with difficulty. Consequently the
irlington Iistorical Society in 1979 sponsored a project to obtain an

official Texas Ihstorical Marker that would be placed on State llighway 157 - -

immediately west of the cite, so that fulure generations will be aware of the
notable cvents that occurred uhen Texas ploncers first attempted to securo

and selbtle thig land,

13




TPOGTHOTES

1Dallas Horning lows, undated clippings in YBird's Fort in Notes and
Glippings, " compiled by buane Gage (1975), TCJC local Iistory Collection;
Fort Worth Star-Telegram, March 5, 1934, The other centennial marker allocated
for Tarrant County was in commemoration of General Jdward M, Tarrant's military
" campaign against Indian encampmonts on Village Creek in May, 1841,

zwalter Prescott Webb, "rhe Last Tieaty of the Republic-of Texas," The
Southuwestorn listorical tuarterly, Vol. XXV (January, 1922),'ppu 151-152,

Bﬁupert N. Richardson, Toxas: The lono Star State (Fngleuocod Cliffs,
New Jersey, 1970), p. 111, .

4Mary Whatley Clarke, Chicf Bowvles and the Toxas Cherokees (Norman,
Oklahoma), pp. 109-111, *

5Richardon, Texos: The Jong Star State, ﬁ. 112.

‘éRex HAllace Strickland, "llistory of Famnnin County, Texas, II," Southuestern
listorical Quarterly, XXXIV (1930), pp. 41-42. ‘

7Ibid.; gee also Duane Gage, "Village Croek," a documonted narrative for

an application for an oflicial Texas llistorical Marker, TCJC Local Ilistory
Collection, 1979,

8Handwritteh affidavit, . . Tarrant, former Brigadler General, 4th
Brigade, Toexas Militia, Hov. 7, 1843 to the Hon, Matthias Ward, Yashington,
Texas, origipal copy in Texas State Archives.(sec Exhibit A); handwritten
affidavit, C R. Johns, Inspector, 4th Brigade Texas Militia, October 7, 1843,
to the Hon, Matthias Yard, Vashington, Texas (see Exhibit B). Bird was born ca.
1763, died in Titus Counly, Texas, ca. 1850. [ondbook of Texas, Vol, I,.p.163.

9Ibid.; Richardson, Texas: [The lone. Star State, p. 111, /An act of the

Texas Congress in December 1338 had provided for a system of frontier posts
extending from the RMed River to the Nueces River. Bird's Fort had not been
established before tho appropriationsiore exhausted, On Hov, 19, 1842, and
again in November, 1843, Bird petitioned Congress for financial reimbursement,
submitting an itemized statement of expensos totaling $653.50 (sec fxhibit C),
Houston vetood a Lill for Bird's relief on the grounds thut others had built
frontier forts at their own oxpensde. On Januwary 8, 1845, Congress passcd an
act for Bird's rolicf, awarding him 3600 in drefts against taxes to be collected

~in Dowie County. The drafts werc to be collected over a period of three yocars,
but evidently Dird nold them al a discount for cash, Ihe llandbook of Texas,
Vol. I, p. 163; fAmelia W, Williams end B, C. Barker (cds.), Mritings of Sgm
louston, III, pp. 473, 536, '

10 onathan Bird, signod addendum to affidavit, E. H. Tarrant, Nov. 7, 1843
(soe Exhibit A),

Yendboak of Poxag, I, pe 163.
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12Onc of the mout interesting and useful contemporary sources of the
establishment of Bird's Fort is found in a letter,"John 5, Beemon to Samuel
Beeman, October 30, 1841," original copy in possession of Dr. W, L. DBoeman, (8ce

lixhibit D)

1BThe standard, Clarksville, Texas, June 4, 1853. This is an on-gite .
inspcetion of the forit!s ruins tuelve years after the fort was established. The
lake was later named Cdlloway Lalke after a pionecr family who. settled in that
area,

14Handboof-c of Texas, p. 163. : .

15Ai‘i‘idavit,_}£. i, Tarrant, Wov, 7, 1843; Letter, Jobn 8, Deeman to Samucl ..
Beeman, October 30, 1841,

16"rr. and Mrs. Williom I, Beemen:; Incidents of the lsarly Days in Texas,!
Dallas Morning Heus, January 26, 1902,

7 bia,

18

- "“Fort Horth Gazctte, January 5, 1890, p. 6. Nxcerpt from this article,
n0ld Times in 7Texag, lleminescenses of the Past by Actors of Long Ago, and Incidents
in Barly Days of the Umpire State of the American Union," by J. W, T., is found
in Thelma Ray, History of Birdville-(1965), pp. 3-4. '

19 rames . DeShiclds, Border Wars of Texas (Tioga, Toxas, 1912),p353-354.

20 .
Michael E.Patterson, "Abandoned Pionecr Cemeteries of Northeast Tarrant
County, Texas: A Preliminary Survey,*¥ unpublished manuscript, TCJC Local
History Collection (1976), p. 16. . :

2letter, J, J. Goodfellow, Stn Angelo, Texas, 1926, printed in Tort Worth
Star-Telepram, March 5, 1934, ' ' )

22Letter,fc. C. Cummings, Tarrant County Judge, to Grapevine 3un, March 15,
1913, found in an undatod clipping in "Bird!s Fort in Notes and Clippings,?
compiled by Gage, TCJC Local listory Colleciion.

23uBxcorpts from Writings of Mary Daggett Leke, October 2, 1927," in
Thelma Ray, History of Birdville, p. 5. There may have been scveral other persons
buried in the Bird!'s Fort burial pground. Arista Joyner, Arlington, Texas:
BirtMplace of the Metroplex 1338-191Q (Texian Yress, Waco, Tgxas 1976), p. 22,
alleges that among the members of the party at Bird's Fort were two young single
men, "Henry Long, and his brother (ummamed in references) who died. Honry, saddened
by his brothor'y death, deeided to return to tho settlements and accompanied the
men who left with the supply wagon." A Capt. Robert Sloan reportedly"led a
prospecting party as far out as the Fort: but soon returned as one of the party,
David Clubb of Illinois and vetoran of the Blackhawk Var of 1862, was killed by
the Indians at a small lako on the Flm Fork of the Trinity a short dis tance
above its mouth and below Keeonan Crossing," related in "Information on Bird's
Fort," compiled by J. L, Paddock (1963), p. 11. O(ne of tho'Texas participants
ot the treaty negotiations at Bird's Fort in 1843, Vldr. Thomas Torrgy of llougton,

ad boe ith Mr. Fldridpe, died at the trealy ground of conjestive fever,
o B e soptombor, i The foithemn Standard of Glarksville, Texas, reported’ Oct.

Oct. 14, 1043.

O
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24"Mr. and Hrs. William H. Beeman," Dallas Morning Neus, January 26, 1902j
WPown and Times," by Tex Adams, Daily News-Texon, July 7, 1963, John.Neely Bryan
merricd Margarct Deeman, daughter of John Becman, The refugees from Bird!s Fort
significantly contributed to the early growth of the settlement that came to be
colled Dallas, Texas. Dallas Horning Hews, January 26, 1902. ‘

Poport Horth Gasette, January 5, 1890.
26

Handbook gﬁlTexas, vol., II, p. 632,

27
tlebb, "The Lagt Treaty of the Republic of Texas," pp. 153-154.

szIbid.

29Paddock, tInformation of Bird's Fort." Paddock cites as his source on
the Parkinson Diavy: The Iusly Texans of Dallas, by J. E. Rogers. :

Ppox Adams, "Povn and Time,% Mid-Cities Nous Texan, July 11, 1962, This -
researcher has now been able to locate the Parkinson diary, and confirms the data.
A typed copy of the diary is now in the TCJC Iocal History Center.

31piory of J. C, Eldrvedge, Genl, Superintendent of Indian Affairs, in
- Poxas Indian Papers, 1825-1843, Texas State Library, Mustin (1959) pp. 270 following.

‘ ) : o ‘
32Talk of Jie-chi-ko-roqua tho Tawakoni Chief, Texas Indian Papers, 1844-1845,
Pe 40. Houston's cordial visit with the Indiens vho were present paved the way
for the success of the Bird's Fort Treaty. 8aid Ke-chi-ka-roqua, -"The Delaware
Captains say thoy met him at Bird!s Tort, and made peaco." Ibid.

33webb, "The Lash Treaty of- the Republic of Texas," p. 154; Mid-Cities
News-Texan, August 11, 1962; Julia Katheryn Garrett, Fort Worth: A Frontior
Triumph (Mustin, 19720, pp. 43=lhe ; -

34Diary of J. C. Rldredge, Toxas Indian Papers, 1825-1843, p. 274, There
has been gome confusion concerning vhether the negotiations and signing of the
Treaty of Bird's Fort actually took place at the outpost, Eldrecdgel!s diary scems
to verify that they did: "On the 20th started for Bird!s Fort having becn detained
two days to recruit the horses which were unable to proceed farther without -
rest..ss On the 24th arrived at the Council ground, on the Trinity River," Ibid.,
P. 274s  Several expense statements and certificates of employment dated from
Birdds Fort ncar the treaty date also confirm the locatlon of the treaty council:
"Bird!s Fort Sept 30th 1843, We hercby certify that we imploied Jim a Delaware
Indian to assist Luls Sanchez to go and sce the Indians at thier ¥illages and to
bring them to the Treaty and that he was ingaged Seventeen Days and that he cam
to our Camp in the Company with J- C, Eldredge who had bin employed by the Presi-
dent to bring the Indians in, (Signed) B, H. Tarrant .

. " Ge W. Terrell"

This affidavit,:rCéytificate of Employment of Jim, A Delavare, by . H, Tarrant
and G, W, Terrell,” is in Texas Indian Papers, 1825-1843, p. 144~145.
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35"Trcaty of Bird's ¥ort, Scptember 29, 1843," Docu ments of Toxas IMstory,
ppe 142-143, from B, W, Winkler (ed.), Secret Journals of the Senate, Republic
of Texas, 1836-1345 (Austn, 1911), pp. 288-293.

36

Ibid,

phe Horthern Standard, Clarksville, Texas, Sab, tet. 14, 1843.

38Julia Kathryn Garrett, Fort dorth: A Frontier Triumph (Austin, 1972)pp. 46-47.

-

39Clarksville Standard,.June 4y 1853,

40Lettcr, J. J. Goodfellow, San Angelo, Texas, 1926, in Fort Worth Star-
Telegram, March 5, 1934.

41Tarrant County Deed Records, Velume G, p. 060,
b2morrant County Deed Records, Volume M, p. 343; Vol. 56, p. 97; Vol. 57, p. 419.
b3 unty Doag .

Tarrant County Deed Records, Volume 71, p. 101,

44Copy, Calloway Lake Ihnting and Fishing Club Share Gertificate, llay 25,
- 1891, purchascd by John M. Jonep; copy, Silver Lake llunting snd Fishing Club
Chare Certificate, tlov, 14, 1895, purchaged by W. I, lutchinson, copioa compiled
in Paddock, "Information of Bird's Iort.n

4sTarrant Coawnty Deed Records, Volume 301, pp. 586-587; Vol, 303, p. 436.

46Le‘btor, Jo J. ficodfelloy, San Angelo, Texas, 1926, in Tort Yorth Star—Ig;pﬁram,
March 5, 1934. ' '

47".‘3itc of Dird's Fort Toxas MHistorieel Marker," containing a copy of the
marker inscription., The erroncous date, 1840, apparently came from the use
of inaccurate sccondary sources by .those researchers wvho prepardd the 1936
marker inseription. Materials in Ixhiblt A confirm that the fort was cstablished
in 1841, : ‘

48Dallas Horning Hews, undated celipping in "Rird's Fort in Wobes and
Clippings,* T0JC local llistory Collection,
¢

49Lctter, Charles Desmond Armentrout, Dullas, Texas, August 1, 1977, to
Duano Gage, Tarrant Cqunty Hisborical Commizsion.
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WELDON GREEN CANNON

Reminiscences About

BIRD’S FORT

A 1936 Texas historical marker at the site of Bird’s Fort profoundly affected my life. | remember
playing around the marker in the late 1930s when my parents or grandparents visited there. Born at
Euless, Texas, in 1934, | lived about 2 miles from the site of the fort. The Bird’s Fort story has been told
many times, so | will not repeat that, but only tell what | recall about the site from as far back as | can
remember. | was always impressed by the large granite marker. Probably among the first things |
learned to read was the brief text, deeply incised in bold capital letters on the stone. This also might
have been my first history lesson, setting me on a course to my life’s work. Also on the grounds a few
feet away were an empty swimming pool, supposedly the exact site of the fort, and a bit farther away
the club house, left over from the days when a sportsman’s club owned the land before an Armentrout
family acquired it. Besides being a destination for hunters and fishermen, from as early as 1900, and
probably considerably before, the place was used for picnics, reunions, parties and all manner of
celebratory events. There was also a water well on the grounds with a windmill and overhead water
storage tank.

The site was located in the bend of Calloway Lake, a crescent shaped natural body of water near
the bottom lands of Trinity River. Electric power lines had not reached the area. Lack of electricity then |
was not unusual since even the business center of Euless, at the intersection of present Euless Blvd. and
Euless Main St., did not receive electricity until 1928. Lines were not extended % mile south from there
to the Euless School and my parents and grandparents nearby houses until 1932. The lake club house
was lit at night with kerosene lamps, creating, in my mind, a spooky, eerie atmosphere. | did not like
being there at night. The only access to the property by automobile or truck was along a one lane, rutted
path through a pasture, about % mile from the nearest public road. Somehow my parents, Ross and
Winnie Day Cannon, and grandparents, Arch and Della Whitener Cannon, had become friends with the
Armentrouts, who occasionally invited us to visit with them when they were there on retreat from their
Dallas home. My grandparents and father loved to fish, and with the lake full of beautiful catfish, bass
and crappie, it was one of their favorite fishing holes, to which they seemed always to have access.




In addition to the bit | remember, | have heard numerous stories from grandparents, parents,
aunts, uncles and older cousins, about their experiences associated with the lake. Arch went on
overnight and distant fishing expeditions with his buddies, but Della would go with him to nearby
Calloway Lake. One of my favorite photos is of them holding up a couple of long strings of large fish they
had caught. There was a flat-bottom metal boat that stayed on the lake. Fishers pushed off from the
shore into the generally shallow lake to find good fishing spots. On one trip, someone stood up in the
boat, which tipped over, dumping everyone into the lake. Della aimost drowned.

Aunt Lois Cannon {later Mrs. Fred Trimble) liked to talk about being baptized in the lake. The
Euless Methodist Church, over 2 miles away, usually baptized from a bowel of water in the church. But
my aunts Lois and Jessie Cannon (later Mrs. Warren Fuller) and their mother, Della, wanted to be
immersed. The church gathered at the lake and the minister performed the baptism. Lois, even many
years later, commented that he was probably the maddest Methodist preacher she had ever seen,
because he had to get so wet, needlessly, he thought.

I was the youngest of 14 grandchildren of Arch and Della, so | missed out on many of my older
cousins’ capers. Nevertheless, | recall some cousins, such as Troy Fuller, Jerald Cannon and Loran Borah,
telling this story or some variation. When they were teenagers they would sneak onto the Calloway Lake
property to seine for fish. Once, someone, obviously claiming to be responsible for security of the
property, went after them, even shooting at them. They fled, escaping injury, but dared not tell their
parents or grandparents.

I have related the above stories from memory. | think | have written records, that | sometimes
refer to as interviews, that | made when | first heard the stories. They might supply more detail. There
are also numerous articles in the Arlington newspaper through the first 40 years of the 20" century that
describe many of the gatherings and events on the grounds and at the club house. | photocopied many
of the articles and made notes of all. Later, | will add them to this file.
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BIRD'S FORT TopAY (1977)

In the beginning - inv;840 - Fort Bird was established for two reasons.
One, to form a nucleus for a colony, and two, to provide protection against
the Wichita and other‘roving‘tribes of hostile Indians. Established by
Captain Jonathon Bird énd about thi:ty Tekas Rangers, the Fort was only
used sporatically after 1842 when the Ranger enlistment ran out. By the
1850's Fort Bird was abandoned and the original settlement had disappeared.l
Today, Fort Bird as part of the beginning of é.growing,Dallas - Eort Worth
metropolftan area, is known mostly to Histofians and local :esidents who
have been in the area for some time.

At the present time, Ea:t Bi:d is locatéd on 118 acres ofxland occupied
by Mr. and Mrs. D. R. Page, Whofare,caretakers for the_propertg owned by
Charles Armentrout of Dallas. Immediatelg priof to the property being [ezsed
by Mr.'Armeﬁtrout, ‘o the Arlington'Sportsman'syClub,; .

Fort Bird &as readily accessible to the public. jTodayrtbe‘privilege of
visiting the Fort is by appointment only, at the convenience of the Page's.

Today tbe,outlgigg landAaround;thé Charles Armentrout's 118 acres‘is
mainlg‘ownedkbg gravel comganies.,kThé’land has been dug up by heavy machinery
and the hqpes of fin&ing'any,additional artifacts or unknown burial sites
becOmés,more remoté with'each pasSng day. Accqrding to Mrs..Page, TXI, oné
of the gravelrcompanieg,is,attempting to ob;ain_gravel rigbés on someAaddi—
tional land in the area. fhe,egpansign of the gravel companies i$ ;akihg

access to Fort Bird more difficult.

Fow,

Today the only thiné_left to show for Fort Bird is a stone monument

approximately 2% feet byk4 feet tall. Immediately to the left is a pickup

(1)



camper Sitting brecariously close to’the monument.r A few feet behind is
the old, cracking, weed and trash'infésted swimming pool left from the
days of the Arlington Spprtsmanfs'CLub: A little>farther back and to the
left is'a large mobile boﬁe occupied by the Page family and beside the
mobile héme.is a makéébift déé run with a dog house;..All this can‘be
seen with one sweeping glénce standing next to the monument. On the other
. side of the mobile home is the slowly deteriorating Arlington Sportsman's
Club house, now only usedras a storage shed. A few yards to the left and
a little to the front of the monument is a place where people did their
trap shooting. In general it appears to me that the monument is lost and
forgotten in its su:roundings.

In talking with friends who live_in the general area (the metroplex),
I found a majority of them had not ever héard of Bird's Fort. Most of
those that did know of it, had lived in the area for a number of years.
None of those who were aware of Fort Bird had ever seen the monument.
To those most closely associated with it, Mr. Armentrout and the Page's,
it is more a nuisance than anything, according to Mrs. Page. The nuisance
attitude is something which I would blame some of the public for, more
than Mr. Arméhtrout or the Page's. A small minority of the public by.
vandalizing property and having béer parties forced them to fence the
: property‘and keep a chain blocking the road locked. This in turn means
that whenever someone desires to see the monument they must make arrange-
ments for someone to meet them at the gate. At the present time, thé

Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) and the Tarrant County Histor-

™~
5‘4 -

ical Conwission are working to have the monument moved to a new location.
Maybe this will help to make more people aware of this segment of the

metroplex's past.

THE HERITAGE Roow
LEARNING RESOURCT-‘T OENTER
T.CJ.C., N.E
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FOOTNOTE:

ljane McCray, Early Fort Bird was Seed of Today's Thriving Metroplex
The Sunday Observer, Sunday, July 4, 1976. '
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Serving the cities of Arlington, Dalworthington Gardens, Grand Préirie, Kennedale, Mansfield and Pantego

2

time was Jescribed as the Worst
accident in the city’s history.

More details are available in
the Feb. 9, 1961, Arlington
Journal, available on microfilmin
the city library. ;

As to the Berachah Home, it
operated within 10 buildings on
67 acres around Mitchell and
Cooper streets from 1903 to 1935.
That area is now part of the
University of Texas at Arlington
campus, though Doug Russell
Park adjoining the campus was
‘originally part of the grounds. A
tiny stone prayer chapel and small
cemetery in the park are all that
remain. Most of the graves are
those of newborn infants.

Berachah — the name stems
from the biblical “*valley of
Berachah™ — was founded by
The Rev. J.T. Upchurch, certainly
one of the most fascinating figures
in the city’s history. One of the
best articles every published on
the subject was written by
Star-Telégram reporter Lisa
‘Black and pubhshed Sept. 19,

1993 — so again interested parties
‘will need'to go to microfilm.

- What most Berachah
researchers don’t know is that the
home’s records were turned over
to special collections on the sixth
flanr at the [Iniversity of Texas at

U pscale de Velopment on Arlin gton’s horizon

By JEANNE GRAHAM’
Star-Telegram Siall Writer

ARLINGTON — Luxury home

end in the huge Metrovest residen-

tial and commercial development’

in north Arlington if the City Coun-

“cil approves annexation of the
_property Tuesday.

Constructlon could start soon after annexatmn

property owner Jim Salim sald “It

“construction could begin by year’s .allows us, from a financial stand-
point, to consummate some rela-

tionships.”

- The council is expected to annex
about 1.800 of the 2,000 acres the
project, known as The Lakes of Ar-

~ “Annexation does _eyerything,”

The event showcases the
achievements of
African-American youths.

BY JANETTE RODRIGUES
Star-Telegram Stafl Writer

FORT WORTH — By the time

the final ACT-SO judge made it to

Timothy Burton’s science project

on spontaneous combustion of: var-

ious chemicals, the O.D. Wyatt

High School student was a study in

lington, is expected to encompass

| 100 teens display their skills
at ACT-SO in FOl't Worth

or dance, the Tarrant County high
schoo! students competing in the
Fort Worth Afro-Academic, Cul-
tural, Technological and Scientific
Olympics were ready to have their
petri dishes and paint brush strokes
scrutinized.

Sponsored by the Fort Worth~
Tarrant County Branch of the Na-
tional Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People,
ACT-SO showcases the academic
and cultural achievements of Afri-

just north of the city limits. The
land is in the city's extraterritorial
jurisdiction.

In an annexation, the city bal-
ances the revenues — such as prop-
erty taxes and utility franchise fees
— it expects to receive from a de-

velopment against the expense of _

ARLINGTON AREA

Police arrest two men late
Friday after shots are fired
after a verbal altercation
outside a south Arlington

pool hall.
’ Page 4B

Almost 300 seventh-and
eighth-grade girls spend the
day at the Expanding Your
Horizons Conference on
math and science careers at
UT-Arlington.

Page 5B

providing city services such as po-
lice and fire protection.

Salim’s company, Metrovest
Partners Ltd., has proposed build-
ing 665 homes along three man-
made lakes and a canal system east
of Farm Road 157 and north of the
Trinity River.

The home prices will begin at
about $500,000, Salim said. As pro-

. (More on METROVEST on Page 4)

Mayoral op«

early start f

By MARY DOCLAR
Star-Telegram Stall Writer
ARLINGTON - Behind the
scenes, the wooing has alread
begun.

Potential candidates, or at leas
their backers, are going a-courting
trying to shore up support fron
various organizations and individu
als although the May 3 City Counc
election is more than two montt
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Metrovest }

From Page 1

posed, the project — which would

 take 24 years to complete — would -

include a nursing home, private bo-
tanical gardens and almost 3 mil-
lion square feet of retail and offlce
space.

The city and Salim have negoti-
ated a development agreement to
determine the costs of capital ex-
penditures, the time frame for de-
livery of city services and how the
costs will be apportioned. That
- agreement will be presented Tues-
"day to the council.

An economic impact analysis by
Ralph Andersen & Associates
showed that the Metrovest project
would contribute $5.5 million an-
nually to city coffers.

However, that estimate did not
take into account capital costs such
as a $30.3 million bridge for an ex-
tension of Ballpark Way over one
of the man-made lakes-and $2 mil-
lion that would be needed for a fire
station and police vehicles.

Annexation of the prop'osed de-
velopment is advantageous to the

city because it will give Arlington

executive housing, which many city
and business leaders have said the
city needs, as well as generate prop-
erty tax revenues, Mayor Richard
Greene said.

“There’s going to be an eco-

nomic gain to the community im--

mediately, and that will grow
through the years of the de-
velopment,” Greene said.
Metrovest, meanwhile, has in-
" vested about $20 million-in the
project. About $3 million of that
~was to.buy the property from the
Resolution Trust Corporation in
11991 and 1992. An additional $17
million was spent excavating dirt
for the lakes and moving that dirt
to other parts of the property to

raise them above-the flood plain, -
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Salim said. ‘

Salim said that he bought the

- company from his partners in No-
vember and has since been looking

_for investors, but that he was sty-
mied in his efforts by the fact that”
the property is outside the city lim-
its. . :

**No one would move till an-
nexation and zoning were final-
ized,” Salim said.

Receiving final approval on the
annexation request would increase
the availability of funds for the .
project, he said. Street construction
could begin within 90 days, weather
permitting, he said.

“My goal right now, by the end
of this year, is that the residential
phase will be full-blown and the in-

frastructure will be in,” Salim said.
“People could actually start buymg o
‘ _ ments in the area incluc

lots this spring.’

Metrovest obtamed a permlt a’
- year ago from the Army Corps of .
- Engineers for excavation and recla-

mation work. Because the com-
pany’s development plans have

changed from an entertainment
complex to the mixed-use residen-

tial and commercial project, up-

"dated permits must be received

from the corps before any building
permits will be granted, city of-
ficials said.

The corps is reviewing
Metrovest’s modifications and will
make a decision about whether the
changes are in accordance with the

.permit later this month, corps

’. spokeswoman Nita Mall

Other flood-mitigatin

ing and widening of F
157, which Salim said it
the commercial develop
land.

Metrovest, the city o
and the Regional Trar
Council have committed
uting about §13 million «
ly $19 million needed to
right of way, provide |
and widen and raise the ;

About $5.7 million is
the project from state fi
is tentatively scheduled
sion by the Texas Tra:
Commission during i

March:27.
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Salimsaid.

Salim said that he bought the
company from his partners in No-
vember and has since been looking
for investors, but that he was sty-

mied in his efforts by the fact that

the property is outside the city lim-
its.

“No one would move till an-
nexation and zoning were final-
ized,” Salim said.

Recewmg final approval on the
annexation request would increase

the availability of funds for the

project, he said. Street construction
could begin within 90 days, weather
permitting, he said.

“My goal right now, by the end
of this year, is that the residential
phase will be full-blown and the in-

frastructure will be in,” Salim said;

“People could actually start buymg ‘

lots this spring.”

Metrovest obtained a permit a

year ago from the Army Corps of
Engineers for excavation and recla-
mation work. Because the com-
pany’s development plans have
‘changed from an entertainment
complex to the mixed-use residen-
tial and commercial project, up-
"dated permits must be received
from the corps before any building
permits will be granted, city of-
ficials said.

The corps is reviewing
Metrovest’s modifications and will
make a decision about whether the
changes are in accordance with the

~permit later this momgh, corps

Marchi27. Ao

spokeswoman Nita Mallett Sald

Other flood-mitigating i 1mpr0ve-
ments in the area include the rais-
ing and widening of Farm- Road
157, which Salim said is crucial to -
the commercial development of the
land. «

"Metrovest, the city of Arlington
and the Regional Transportation
Council have committed to contrib-
uting about $13 million of the near-
ly $19 million needed to acquire the
right of way, provxde the fill dn‘t
and widen and raise the road.’

About $5.7 million is needed for
the project from state funds, which
is tentatively scheduled for discus-
sion by the Texas Transportation
Commission during its meetmg
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