Weldon G. Cannon History Files

in this folder donated to the City of Euless, labeled GRAPEVINE FARMERS, are a few key documents and

other materials from files donated to The University of Texas at Arlington for the Weldon Cannon Euless |
Collection in the Special Collections of the University Library. Following is a brief summary of materials in

1 folder under this subject that was donated to UTA.

Folder Contents
-1. Grapevine Farmers-- Records of Grapevine Farmers Association organized in 1880 by about 32
farmers for self protection in absence of adequate law enforcement in northeastern Tarrant County,
Texas. They lived on the “Grapevine Prairie,” southeast of present Grapevine and northeast of present
Euless, near the Dallas County line.




The follewing ie copied from an old Ledger kept by GEORGE ROBERT JONIS
0f TARRANT CQUNTY, TESAS and after 1888 of Baylor County, Texza

Copled by Hrs, Jo Bnek Jones, daughterein-law of the above G, R« Jones,
‘and widow of his youngeszit ¢hild, Ledger 18 in her possession at

6928 Glen Nills R4, , Fort Worth, Texas 76118 as of January 1973.
Member of SIX FIAGY CHAPTER DAR, Fort Worth

In this ledger, Ge e Jones kept 2 variety of accounts, the .E'imt entry
is here*ﬂth copledi

On the ﬂy'leaf of this 8" x 14" ledger is ﬁ’i‘!’;tem
_"Beeord Book of the Grapevine farmers
asspslation organized April the 20, 1880"
Beneath this in Jarger writéng »
" The Choxd
Aperican Baptist Pub {or Puf %)
Doslety n ‘
_ appaiant;tz; there was 1little or neo law enforaemént s which resﬁlieﬁ in
these residents of northeast Terxrant County forming thelx own local
protective organization.
On the bagk side of the fly leaf:
PLEDGE
“ i, of my own frege will and acord do solemnly pledge nyself
in the presence of God and this assoclatlon €6 sacvedly
keep all the secreils of this associstion and not
cemeunieate them to any one sxcept members of this or &
kindred speiety and to them after due trial and I further-
pronige 1o obsy all orderz of the officers of thils society
and to pay all dues asseassd by the soclety as long as I
am & membeyr theyein and I furthey agree to abide by the

bylaws and constiiublon of this sosiety, "




GONSTITUTION and BYLAWS -
of the Crapevine Farmers Association for the proteetion

of property  orvganised April 20, 1780

¥e the undersigned citizens of Tsrrant County Texas do mutuall sgree and
rladpe curselves to subnmit to and carry out the following resclutions

flrst Be it resolved that whereas our county is suifering greatly on
~ acecount of horse thieves and all other manner of thleving we organize
- ourselves inte an assogiation fo:bé known as the Farmers Asscsiation
for the purpose of protecting our property

second  Be it reéglved that no persen can becone & member of this asso~
siation without belng recommended by two members of this asspsiation and
balloted for by private ballet one black ball rejecting

34 Be it resolved that it be our oblent to use every reasenable means
in our power {0 zet in harmony with the lawa of our country and asaist
the authoritios in the protection of ihe same

hth - Be it resolved that the officers of this assoslation shall cenzist
of a President, two Viee Presidents and one secritary Treasurer
Doorkesper and stwart (notes later spelled correctly 'steward')

5th} - Be it resolved that 4t shall be the duty of the president to pre-
side at all meeting direct all seouts and take general direction of all
. business of the assoslation as a majority of the nombers may direct and
in the absence of the Fresident the Vice rresident shall set in his siead

6th) It shall be the duty of the secritary to Keep a record of 2ll meet-
ings anil collect all rmensys due the assovsiantion and pay them over to the
- trezsurer teking his recelpt for the sana, and keep & correet account of
21l money received by him

7th) ‘The tressurer shall receive all money from the secritary receipt
for the same and pay it out by order of the assasi&tiCﬂ gigned by the
President or presiding officer and secritary

£th) The-deerk.eapr shall attend the door while the assosiation is in
session and suffer none to pass or ropass dnly members of the sane

9th) The stewart shall keep the house in order and abtend lights etc

10th) When any member of this asgoplation shall looge any property by
theft he may vepoxt to the Fresident and the President shsll act promptly
by consulting with one or beth of the Vice Presidenis and devise thehest
neans in their Judgment to reeover the property




Constitution & Bylaws cont'ds

11th) This ssscoistion 5hall hold themselves rasponsrnle for all tipe
and monsy expendea by any seout or mewbers of this assoclation while on
anty.

12) It shall be the dutj‘of the seerstary to levy a prorattﬂ tax on all
the membors te cover sny and all just claims againgt the asscciation by
order of & majority of the renbons pweﬁnnt at any meeting of the ansotiae
tion

13th] All persons bedomeing members of the assoclation shall pay an
admittance fee of twenty five cents : '

With) The presmidént or elther of the vice presidents.in his absenca
shall ¢all the house to order within 15 minutes of the time specified
provided there sre as many a8 five members prezent which nunbsr shall be
gonsidered & guoron and legally authorized to transact all business that
may come before them

15th) The President or in his absence éither of the vice presidents shall
have the powexr to ¢all & meeting of the assoeliation &t any time haveing as
many membors notifisd as practicable

~ 16th) - It shall be the duty of all officers and members to attend all
neetings of this assocciation as promptly as possible

17th) If any member refuses bo pay any assesment he stands cut off from
all benefits of the assoclation and wnay be excliuded by a majority of the
-memhers present at any mesting : ' :

12¢h) The above may be amended at any time by & thresfaur+bs vote of
the membors present at a resulsar neeting :

20th) We the undersigned subscribe to the above rq\alvtions

James Himonson pres - : Fa E, Forgey
H, Ae Beall Vice pres Go He ¥infrey
Rs Be Hexrell viee pres Ca Te Winfrey
Gy Ro Jones Searetéry James Cate
#n 4, Borah Tresurer ¥n Cate

Frank Deskin Toorkeever ‘ Thoras Hewton
: T.VP- Goodfellow Steward Wm Kelley

T, B. NeCallister Ve v Cox

Qs L Berll ' Js 4, Fames
H, Goodfellow fo Jo H2llis
- He ILitle He &4 Crowley

He de Wakehan ¥s He Terriil




Hinntes of six weekly meetings folldaw on the next pages in the ledger,
but ohviously a1l of the names slgned to the Consititution and Bylaws wsre
nok present at the first reading as as some of the men were veoted on
after the Tirst meetlng Thess meetings deal mainiy with mémbership and
noney. The Constltution and Bylaws were adopted at the first meeting,
with the following nembers present:

M. he Beall, Chmm, #e Ja Borah G4 Dy Beall
Ts Be HeAllister = - M, Litle Geé Re Jones
Fle Tla Fnrgey . R Ty e GO@df@llﬂﬂ ' e e Wakeham
Frank Deskin : ' '
The first offiecer elected was (. R. Jones, Sseretary . vica-

Jo Blnonsan was both reecmnended for membership and elected president at

this meeting, though he was later president. ¥. K, Terrell was the firvst
elected president, also recommended that same meeting, dbut avpersntly did
not ghoose to serve ag Edmonson becams president. Howevewr, M. 4. Beall,

the Chalrman; presided over the first five meetings,

Ranes recommended for membership, in addition to those whcse sigmatures
are at the bottow of the Constitutlon and Bylawsi

Wpe Teles ' Js By Helormic Jd. Elehling
Jake PFerpuson N .’l’czm_ré:-iﬂs | Ge W2 Noguion
Ja Wy Newton He B+ Vrunp T, Shelton
Henry Lipsaond © He ¥y Billigen o We ds Croxdale
Ge ¥+ dones - J. Je Goodfellow |

ATter We ¥+ Urump was dropped from membarshlp,; it was resolved that all
applicants for membership do so in writing by two sponsors for regomnends-
ations and names voted on at the vext neeting. No resson given for name
being dropped, but simple nonestiendance counld be sufficlent reason,

The president, Janes Gimonson was J. C. P, Ednonson, '

Other Rortheast Tarrant bnm'!ty residents rzsmt‘icne& in personal accountsg
Sr.
Ja ¥ Jones (bro of GoReds & son of Jaseph Flemi”lﬂ’ Jones, deteased 1578)

Mary Jones (widow of Joseph Fleming Jones, Sr.)
de & K, Grane & Judith R. Yrane (dan of J¥ & HMary Leake Jonea)

On another page, there is a list of nembers paying the admittance 25g.
On this pupe, off to the side of the naxe colwm, there appesrs an ltem
with no related seaningt Written in laree hanéwritinﬁ with flourishes
, Nunelaik
Cheashow Hation
R i or MY r)
Perhaps an Indian from the Chickasaw Natlon was in the area.

(Hoter Al1 spellii copied exactly as read. 447)
rgs ;




I ¥ D B X

Hames of Persons

BEALL, M, A., G, D, 3,4

BORAH, He ds 3,4

3&?3' Jam@s, gﬁ'ﬂ, ' 3

GOX, Vo A 3

GRAME. J' E; ﬁ" Judi{;h RI’ 13'
GROXDALE, e Jop 4 o
CROULEY, W, A, 3

CHUNP, ©¥. Bs , &

AJE" .‘s}im, mnky 3!5 ' .
C RLNOESOE,  James or J. 0. Pay ¥

FICHLING, J., 4
FERGUSOE, Jake, &
FORGEY, M. &, 3,4
GOCDFALION, Ty Pay ey 34
’ . I Ji, 4 :
JONET, Go e ar George Hobart 1,34
: -G, Wy 4, Jo Suek 1, 4,
- J, F. or Jomeph Fleming 4,
Hery Ledle W '

Hanes of Placaes

Baylor dounty, Texas - 1
Chickasaw Hation b
Fort %orth, Texas 1
Gravevine, Texas 1, 2, &

Tarrant Uounty, Texss 1, 2

Rames of Organizations
AIX FLAGS CHAFTER DaR 1
GRAPEVINE FARHMERS ABSCCIATICN 1, 2

CHICKASAY NATICOH b

Rmﬂ! ¥ms 3
LITLE, . RN
LIPSGOMB, Henzy &4

MOALLISTER, T» Ba 3.4

NCORBIC, Jy Be &4
MERRELL, Re Be 3
BILLIGAN, . #u b -

HEATON, - J« Ho %, Thomss 3

RUNCRAE &

SHELTON, T. &

TERRILL, . &a 3
TOHFKING, J. &

TRIGE, Wme &

VAKEVAM, B. Js o3
WALLIS, By Ja 3
WINFREY,  Go Hep Co Ts 3




