
Weldon G. Cannon History Files 

In this folder donated to the City of Euless, labeled GRAPEVINE FARMERS, are a few key documents and 

other materials from files donated to The University of Texas at Arlington for the Weldon Cannon Euless 

Collection in the Special Collections of the University Library. Following is a brief summary of materials in 

1 folder under this subject that was donated to UTA. 

Folder Contents 

1. Grapevine Farmers-- Records of Grapevine Farmers Association organized in 1880 by about 32 

farmers for self protection in absence of adequate law enforcement in northeastern Tarrant County, 

Texas. They lived on the "Grapevine Prairie," southeast of present Grapevine and northeast of present 

Euless, near the Dallas County line. 



The following te cov.ied from an old Ledger kGpt by G.IWRCE" .ROBMB'f JOJiBS 
Of TARliANT oomrr:t, TEXAS· and after 1888 of Baylor County, Texas · 

Oopted by 1-b:s_ Jo -Uuek Jone&• da.ught~:r-in•law of the above c. a. J¢nes; 
and widow of his young-est child. l«lger is 1n her poasess1on at · 
6928 Glen Hills lld. • Fort tforth, Texas 76118 ae of January 1973·. 

Member of.SIX FLAGS CHAPT~R DAR, Fort Worth 

ln this ledger., c,,_ a. Jones kept a variety o:r aaeounta-, the first entry 
is h~tti th co:p1ad i 

On the fly lea:f of tbiS S'f . x 14" ledger is wr1 tten o 

. "Record Book of the Grapevine fa.rm~rs 

assoeia.tion organized April the 20; 18-80° 

Beneath thiS in larger writing• 

.. The Cho.rd 

American Baptist Pub 

Sooiety-" 

(or Puf ?) . 

Appe,rentJy there »a$ little or no law enforcement , w'h-ieh resulted in 
these resldents of- northeast Tarrant County :rorm1ng their own local 
pretect1.ve o~aanizatioo. 

On tho ba.ok side of th~ fly lea.ft 

·• I, o:f my om free will and a.cord do solemnly pledge myself' 

in the presence <>f God and this-usoclation to aaeredly 

keqpall the secrets of this a:asociation and. not 

cemrmnicate them to any one except members 0£ ~his or a 

kindred society:-~d -to them·af'ter due trial and 1 f'Urth&r 

prQm1se to obey all orders of the of'.f1cers of' th1s society 

and to pay all dues assess$d by the society as long as I 

am a nuamber therein and l .tw:.-ther agree to abide by the 

by~ .. ws and constitution of this sostety. 0 



aoNSTI'l'DTION and BYLAWS -

of the Gra.p~vine Fa:rmsre Association for the protection 

of property organ10ud April 20, 1'380 

we the unders1€)'lsci oi tizens or lfarra.nt County Texas do mutuall agx,ee and 
pledge ourselves to submit to and carry out the followitJg l."(lsolutiona 

f!rst Be it- resolved thn .. t whe.reaa our county is suffering greatly on 
~¢count of h◊rse thieves-and all other manner of thieving we organize 
ourselves into an asso:siation to;·he _Jmow11 ae the FaJ:'Jllers A~ao.sia.tion 
for the-purpose of prott)oting our properly 

second Be it resolved that no verson oa.n become a member of this asso~ 
siation ~ithout being recommended by two members of this assosiation and 
baJ.loted f'or by private ballot ~e black ball rejecting 

3d Be it re:solv~d that it be- our ob,jGtet t.P use ev<4.--y reasonable means 
L"l oul' power to act in h;.,rnion.r with the l.a.ws of our country and amsis·t; 
the authoriti~s in the protection of the same 

4th Be it resolved that the officers of this assosiation shall consist 
of a President, two Vice .President$ and one searitary Tr$1.Suror 
Doorkeepel';' and stwart (notes later spelled eorreotly 'steward. •9 
_5th) - De it. resolved that it shall be the duty of th~ preside..1oJ.t to pre
side at all meeting direot ali scouts· and ta..r-te general direction of all 
business of the asaos:lation as a majority of the members lilay direct. and 
in the absence ot the Free!de.~t the Vice .?resident shall act in his stead 

6th) It shall be th~ du-cy of the secx-1t.aey to koop a r~cord of all meet
ings and collect all mon$.}'s due the assostation and pay them over to the 
treasurer taking his receipt :for the same:, and keep a correct account of 
all money received by him 

7th) !'he treaaur·er shall receive all money fi'om the t'Jecrita1·y receipt 
£or the sai-ne and pay it out by ·order of the assosia-t..ion signed by th~ 
.President or presiding office,: and secritary 

Sth) The -doorkeeper shall at.tend the. door wlu.le· the asaos:tation is in 
seasion and suff"er none tc p&G$ or ropar.m only !lle11ibers of the s~me 

9th) The ste.wart- .ahall koap the houee in order and attend litrnts etc 
~ . 

10th) When any me1nber o:f this a$SOoiation. shall lonee any. property by 
-theft he .!l'.ay report to the President and the Preait:l.ent shall ~ct promptly 
by consulting with one or both of the Vice .Presidents an·& devise thebest 
means int.heir judgment to :.recover the property 



Constittition le -Bylaw cont'dt 

11th) This association Shall hold tnernselvea responsible for all t~me 
and money expended. by any scout or menibers of this a.ssoc:ta.tion while on 
duty. 
12) It shall b~ ttse duty q£ the secretary to levy a prox-att-o tax on a.11 
the me1rt'bers to cover any and_all just claims against the association by 
order of a w.aje.rity of the mertibers pre$en·t at any meeting of the asso~ia ... 
tion -
13th) All pers-or.s beooiaeing members of the assoeia.tion s~ll pay an. 
admittance fee of twenty :five cents 

14th) The p:residen_t or either of the viee presidente, in his a.bse.nee 
shall call the. houes to order within 15 111inutes of the time SJ:.'10-Cified 
provided there are as many a.s five menibers present which. number . shall be 
considered a quor~m and lega.lly authorized to transact sll buS1n$SS that 
may come oo:tr;,re them 

15th) The President or 1n his absence either of the viee presidents shall 
have the polfer to call a.·tneeting of the associatton at anY time haveing a.s 
maf_lY members notified as practicable 

16th) - It shall be the duty o:f' all office-rs and .members to attend a.ll 
meetinga of tM,a associ.<i.tlon as pro1,1ptly as possible 

17th) :t:r any member refuses to pay any a.ssesrJ1ent he stana.s out off :from 
all benefits of th8 aissoeia:tion a.~d may be exclud~d by a majority of the 
members present at a.nj'· meeting 

10th) The above may b@ amendee a.t any time by a tblteefo--urths vote o:f 
the members present at a regulAr meeting 

20th) We the undersigned subscribe to the above rtisolutions 

JaMs &imonson was · - .. 

_M. A. Beall Vice p?.'es 

Frank J)es:ki.n T1,0orkeeper 

T. F. Goodfellow $teward 
--~ 

T. B. McCB.lJ.i.ster 

o. D. Beall 

M. GoodfelJ.Qw 

_ M. Litle 

M-. H.,. f'orgey 

G. H, Winfr(fly 

a. T. Winfrey 

James Cate 

Thomas N-ewton 

Wm Kelley 

V. A. Cox 

J. A, James 

M. J. wa111s 

w. A• Crowley 

w. R. 'ierrUl 



Minutea o:f six ;ieekly meetings follow on the next pa.gee in the _ledger, 
but obviously all of the names signed to the Constitution and Bylaw& were 
not present at the first 1~ea.dillg as as some of the men were 11oted on 
af-ter the f1r-&t meeting 'J:'hese :meetings deal ma.inly wt th membership and 
money. The Constitution an-cl Bylaws t-1ere adopted at the :f'i:rst r.,e~ting, 
wlth the f'ollowine; members present, 
M.A. »ea11. Ohmn. w. J. Borah o~ n. Beall 
T111 B,-MoAll!ster M. LitlQ G. ~. Jones 
n. n. Forgey _T. l' • Goodfellow H. J. wa.kelnam 
F.ra.nk Deskin 

The first of:f'icer elected was G., 1:l. Jones.- Sae-retar,1 v:tee-
J * Edmonson was both reeommended for membership and eleetod -presia.ent at 
this meeting, though he was later president. th H. Tet-Tell wae the first 
-elected p,:91dde11t,. also recommended t~t same meeting, but apparently did 
not ohoosato serve a.e Edmonson became president. However, M.A. Bea.U,
the Chairman, 'f(l:'esided ever the first fiv-e meetings, 

miir.e.s recommended for :roe>mbership, in addition to those who$e signatures 
are at the bottom of the Oonstlt1.1t.ion and .Bylamu 

Wm. Trigg ? D, licCorniio J. Eiehling u~ 

Jake J.t"'~guson ~ Tompkins G. w .. .tiewton ., . 
J.,; w. r~ewton Y• J;h ~mp T., Shelton 

Henry Lipscomb M. I.f. Milligan w. J. ~xdale 

G. w. Jones J. J. Goodfellow 

After w • .u, Ururop wEW d:ropped from me:nibershi'.P; it Ya.a resolved. that all 
a.pplicanto £or n1embership d-o so 1n writing 'by two sponso:t'a for r$Q011Wlend• 
ati-0tt.s and nam_ea voted on at the next ro~eting. No reason given for name 
being dropped.- but sitnple non-at~ndance could b@ suff'ioient ::t-ea13on. 
The president., James Iikh1oneon -was .r, o. !'• Edmonson. 

Other Northeast. 'rarra,nt. Com1ty residents menti-0ned in p~sonal aceountst 
- - ~. 

J" 1,~,. Jones (bro of G.R .. J. & so-n o'f Jos0ph Fleming Jones, deoen-sed l..9?8) 

Mary Jones {widow o:r. Joseph Fleming Jones-, -Sr.) 

J. E .. M. Crane & Ju41th a. Crane (dau of JF & M~ry Leake Jones) 

Cm another pat:,re, there :ts a. list of menib-ers -payin{,r the admittan.ee 25¢• 
On this pa.ge, off to the s3.ee pf' th~ na.ri~e eolm:in, theire appears an item 
with no rel"'-ted me~'lingt Written in large handwriting with :f'loUJ:'ishe& 

Nunekak 
Chea.shaw Nation 

J F ( or •1·1 ?) 
Perha.pa an Ind1.an from the Chickasaw Ua:t.lon wae in the area,. 

(Not-ea All spellil'l@l -copied e:xactly as read,. ddj) 



BEALL• M. A., o. D. _3_,4. 
BORAH, H. J• lt4 
aATE, James 11 Wm,, · :3 
COX. V. A,. 3 . 

I if D E X 

Q.Rk'l'E, J, E. M., Judith R. • 4 
(JROXDALE, . W • J •, 4 
CllO'l'l'Lfil • H • A• 9 3 
CRUMP, w. Jh 1 4 

. · ni!SKlN, Frank, :, ; lJ. 
fi:i}HQl,ISQrJ, Jamee; ot" J. 0~ li>., :;.4-
BIC.HL!HG; J., 4 
FEllGfJ80H, Jake, lt, 
li'OEGJ.TI, f1. it, 3,4 
Gf,CDFf~LLO\-f t 'f, .P • 1 M. , 3 ,4 

J. Ji, 4 
JM\E.s',, J. A. ., 3 
JG'NE.S, G .. R. or George &obsrt 1,J,4 

G. w. 4, Jo 4uek 1, 4. 
· J,, F.. or. Jos,i:!ph Fleming 4• 

H.~rtry · Leake · Li, · 

llames of' · Places 

~ylor. fJount,y • Texas 
Ohiokasa.w Nation 
Fort 6 orth • · '1' exa.'lJ . 
Grapevine, .Texas 
Tarrant Co11nty 1 Texas 

N~mes 0£ Organizations 

SIX FLAGS CHAYJ:BR J)Aff 1 

CHICKASAW NATIOU 4 

K.&WY, Wm. J 
LTJ:LE, M. J,l• 
LIPSCONB, Henry 4 
MQAU.ISTE:R, T. B. :31 4 
NoOORMICl, J • n. 4 
MW?JlE:tL, H. B. ' 
MILLIGArt, H, F. 4 

· ltlilWI'OM ,. - J. W • 4, '.t'homa.s 3 
MUN.CJ{Ar.. 4 
SHWi'ON, T • 4 
TERRILL, w • .R. 3 
Tor111<rns, J. 4 
TRIGG• Wm, J-" 
\4AKR}lAH t H. J • '3 
WALJ.J:S, H. J • 3 
WlJ~F!lEY, G. H.t C. '.l.'.. :3 


