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Allan Saxe 
COMMENTARY 

School district 
goes overboard 
with prom tests 
The Arlington school board 

made one of the great 
decisions of the century in its 
recent vote to institute breath 
exams for alcohol consumption for 
,rudents attending proms. This 
will surely be a breakthrough in 
educational reform. 

The school board has 
courageously voted, and 
unanimously at that. Not one 
dissent. Not one school board 
member to say out loud, "Whoa! 
Wait a minute!" No one wanted to 
be accused of being soft on 
alcohol. 

And now the school district 
certainly has won the nation· s 
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EDITORIALS 

. Birthplace .. · ·. 
IF HISTORY is no longer marked by a physical structure, does 

that justify forgetting or obliterating the place? That's the ques
tion surrounding Bird's Fort, north of Arlington. 

Texas historians and schoolchildren, but few others, know 
about Texas Militia Maj. Jonathan Bird. In 1841, he and 40 men 
created a settlement inside a log.stockade a mile north of the 
Tr~nity River and about a mile east of what is now Farm Road 
157. 

The purpose of the fort was to defend the military road that ran 
from the Red River to Austin. The site was terrible, and it was 
abandoned in March 1842. Still, Bird's Fort represents the first 
Anglo settlement in the area. 

The .fort has long been destroyed, largely by the ravages of time 
but assisted by the operators of gravel mines in the Trinity River 
bottoms. Only a granite marker placed by the state in 1936 marks 
the site that schoolchildren visit. 

The site lies within Arlington's northern extraterritorial juris
diction on property leased to a gun club. There has been discus
sion, enco~raged by Arlington Mayor Richard Greene, that the 
property might be annexed. 

Preserving the site of Bird's Fort ought to be high on area 
cities' list of things to do. Arlington should be encouraged, or at · 
least supported, in such an effort. At the very least, some perma
nent agreement of preservation and access should be reached with 
the owners and tenants. 
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Todd Mason 
corvIMENTARY \ 

fDon't let 
~. lobbyists 
;,· 

rule Texas 
,, Nsop quiz: Name your state 

' . i. · representative and state 
· •· enator. 
.. I thought so. We've just put our 

· 1 finger on what's wrong with those 
' ,,•- otherwise appealing plans to pry 
· ~ ' Washington's hands off our busi..: 

ness. If the idea is to substitute 
. Austin, then we had best pry busi

ness's fingers off the Legislature. 
If anything, lobbyists wield 

more power in Austin than they do 

1 in Washington. There are no limits 
on how much they can contribute. 
to state political candidates and 
less scrutiny of the favors.they ask 

Bird's Fort, after all, is the birthplace of the Metroplex, and its 
site should be protected so that there may forever be a place 

· where that history can be grounded. L __ L~'fTERS TO Tj 
- in return. We pay less attention 

because we assume that state gov
ernment matters less. 

The fact is that scores of pock
etbook issues are decided in 
Austin: utility bills, insurance pre~ 

Telecom 
The agreement reached 
last week in Geneva will 
open 70 nations to U.S. 
companies and 
technology. 

BY JAMES GERSTENZANG 
Los Angeles Tunes 

WASHINGTON - If commu
nications technology seems com
plex and confusing, Saturday's 



Historians, 

others fear 

for future of 

Metroplex's 

birthplace 

((> ird's Fon took a 
'D bold stab against 

the 'wild and dangerous 
West. 

Its founders in 1841 
were few in number and 
ill-supplied, but in their 
brief battle against the 
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(/> ird's F011 took a 
'lJ bold stab against 

the wild and dangerous 
West. 

Srnr-Telcgram/DAI<RELL BYERS 

Its founders in 1841 
were few in number and 
ill-supplied, but in their 
brief battle against the 
elements and the Indians 
- and ultimately a 
competing settlement - a 
population took root in its 
protective shadow. 

Charles Armentrout, 82, owns the property where Bird's Fort once stood. The marker, which was placed in 1936 during the Texas 
Centennial, commemorates the site as one of the first settled areas in what is now the Metroplex. 

Its legacy, say many historians, 
is no less than the Metroplex 
itself. 

But today, all that remains of 
Bird's Fort is a stern granite 
marker, nestled beneath a 
windmill near the no1theast tip of 
Arlington. 

And some won)' that even that 
meager remnant may some day 
fall victim to the f011's own 
creation. 

"It just seems like it's being 
swallowed up," said Jann 
Cunningham, the great-grcat
great-granddaughter of Jonathan 
Bird, the man commissioned to 
establish the fort. 

The swell of economic growth 
in the area breathes heavily on the 
quiet, 111 acres of privately 

owned property where the marker 
sits. A 2,000-acre upscale 
housing-retail development 
surrounding that property is 
scheduled to begin soon. 

Cunningham, who lives in 
Oklahoma, and other descendants, 
as well as several local historians, 
are asking for solutions. 

"If we could just be assured that 
that one little spot would be 
preserved," Cunningham said. 

({> ird's Fort ~as conceived by 
_D Jonathan Bml, who was 

fresh from fighting Indians at the 
Battle of Village Creek, near 
present-day Lake Arlington. 
Armed with the tempora1y title of 
brevet major, bestowed on him by 
the Texas Militia, he took a band 

of 40 men and built a log 
stockade, a block house and a 
few cabins near the 23-acre lake 
Calloway Lake - sometimes 
called Silver Lake - about a 
mile n011h of the Trinity River 
and a mile east of what is now 
Farm Road 157. 

It was a hard winter, and the 
Indians had no intention of 
retreating without a fight. At least 
five settlers were killed, according 
to historical accounts. Their burial 
sites near the fort were eliminated 
years ago when the area was 
excavated for sand and gravel. 

Before long, the fort faced 
another enemy - attrition among 
settlers. With the nearby Peters 
Colony receiving authorization to 
extend to the south; many Bird's 
Fort residents moved out, soon 
forcing the post to close. 

c/Jy {(obert 
Cad1;f:Jallader 
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Still, the fort's brief life spun 
the thread by which the history of 
the Metroplex can be traced. 

In the midst of the post's hard 
winter, a young man named John 
Neely Bryan coaxed several of the 
settlers to move with him to a 
frontier to the east. Some built 
rafts from cottonwood logs and 
floated down the Trinity River to 
the site, which marked the 
birthplace of Dallas. 

Then, nearly two years after the 
f011 disbanded, its name became 
forever associated with one of the 

(More on FORT on Page 3A) 
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From Page I 

great Indian treaties in Texas 
history. Military leaders and the 
grand council of North Central 
Texas Indian tribes established a 
respected line between the 
Indians' and white man's land. It 
was named the Bird's Fort Treaty. 

"It was the most sweeping 
'Indian treaty ever negotiated by 
· the Republic of Texas," said Ron 
Wright, vice chairman of the 

. Tarrant County Historical 
Commission, who writes a 
column for the Arlington Star
Telegram. "It opened up all of 
North Central Texas for 
settlement." 

The treaty called for the 
establishment of trading posts 

· along the boundary line. The first 
was at the present-day Founders 
Park in Arlington in 1845. The 
next year, Col. Middleton Tate 
Johnson set up the nearby Texas 
Ranger post that spawned Johnson 
Station, which became Arlington. 
. When Maj. Ripley Arnold 

came to the Arlington area to 
· establish a fort in 1849, Johnson, 

whom historians call the ''father of 
Tarrant County," escorted him to a 
site he liked at the confluence of 
the Clear ·Fork and West Fork of 
the Trinity. The settlement became 
Fort Worth. 

'. "You had a continuum of 
~vents that sprang from Bird's 
fort," Wright said. "All of these 
µrings are. connected from the 
· founding of Dallas, Arlington and 
Fort Worth. It's like a birthplace. 
it was the first Anglo settlement in 
this area." 
' 

**** 
! ff'\ uring the Texas Centennial, 
\ ':l:::..J in 1936, the state placed a 
iarge, tombstone-shaped· granite 
marker at the site of Bird's Fort to • 
commemorate the fort's place in 
history. It was one of only three 
places in Tarrant County - all in . 
Arlington - to receive one. 
'. In the 61 _years since, the 
monument's dark gray has turned 
nearly white. Now .decorated with 
rocks around its base, it is the only 
remnant of a compound long since 

stripped by settlers seeking wood 
to build their homes. 

The land for The Lakes of 
Arlington housing development 
that surrounds it is planned for 
annexation, pending a City 
Council vote on Tuesday. 

Although the 111 acres where 
the marker rests would continue to 
be a buffer, several history 
enthusiasts and Bird descendants 
aren't satisfied. They want the city 
to annex at least enough of the 
marker's surroundings to carve 
out a small city park that would 
preserve the history. 

"There's really not much to 
preserve other than the site itself," 
said Dorothy Rencurrel, who is 
chairwoman of the Landmark 
Preservation Committee and 
serves on the Tarrant County 
Historical Commission. ''But I 
would hate to see them bulldoze 
the little mound of rocks we have 
out there now, where the fort 
stood. Unless we can convince the 
proper authorities not to let that 
happen, it will." 

**** 
i\. rot all believe annexation is 

J V the best route. Cliff 
Mycosk:ie, a co-owner of the 
Silver Lake Gun Club, which 
leases the property for skeet 
shooting and target practice, 
bristles at such talk. 

"Do they lease the property? 
They need to mind their own 
business," said Mycoskie, the . 
former chairman of the Arlington 
Planning and Zoning 
Commission. "I would think that 
we would be the best friend to 
them. We're going to preserve it 
the way it is. We're preserving it 
to be used for what it has been 
since mankind has had it." ' 

The land, which has been 
leased by a series of sportsman 
clubs for more than a century, is 
owned by Charles Armentrout. 
His father and four other men 
bought it in 1917. Armentrout' s 
father bought out the others in 
1939. 

The 82-year-old University 
Park resident said that the gun 
club still has 10 years on its lease 
and that he has no intentions of 
selling it afterward. But he said he 
is arranging to deed the property 
over to his children. 

Might they sell it? 
"Not as .iong as I'm alive, they 

wouldn't," Armentrout said. "But 
after I'm no longer a member of 
society, there's no telling what 
might happen." 

That only fuels the uncertainty 
among those who worry that the 
land could wind up in the hands of 
a developer with little sense of 
history. 

The issue of annexing the fort 
site came up as the city of 
Arlington negotiated the 
annexation of The Lakes of 
Arlington land being developed 
by Metrovest Partners Ltd. But it 
was not considered because it 
would have only complicated the 
process, officials said. 

Mayor Richard Greene said last 
week that he still thinks 
annexation should be considered 
separately, after the Metrovest 
deal is done, as a means of giving 
the city tighter controls on the site. 

"Our approach is not 
necessarily to force the city's 
jurisdiction on property owners 
who don't want it," he said. "But 
at the same time, that's a 
historically important piece of 
property." 

Armentrout had a brief 
response. 

"I understand that Greene 
fellow's not going to be around 
there," he said, · referring to the 
announcement Wednesday that 
Greene would not run for re
election. 

Caroline Ingram of San 
Antonio, one of Bird's direct 
descendants, said she wishes for 
more than .preservation. She wants 
Bird's Fort to receive its due 
respect in mainstream history 
education. 

"He's not in the Texas history 
books," said Ingram, who has 
never visited the marker. "I never 
heard of him until I was grown." 

The site already serves as an 
educational tool for Treetops 
School International, a private 
school in Euless where students 
visit the site and learn about the 
early settlers. School director · 
Chris Kallstrom said she wants it 
be there for generations to come. 

"We're an international school, 
and we travel a lot. And in all of 
those places, there are constant 
evidences of the past," she said. 
"There are very few evidences of 
the past in our area." 
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Lost Our Lease at] 
Over $500,000 of p 
pianos will be sold 
value. Brands inclu 
pianos by Seiler, TE 
Roland and Weber 
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Arlington 
4101 S. Cooper at 
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HEALTI 
Performed By: · 
HealthCheck · 
L b Mobile Health Screei 8 $ San Antonio, Texas! 

1-800-299-7226 

V.I.P. Profile 
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Includes all tests of Super1 

SuperChemistry .... 
Includes all tests of Maste 
CBC. 40 tests. 

MasterChemist.ry .... 
SMA 26, includes coronar 
kidney, liver & heart functil 
(anemia) & uric acid. 26 te 

Thyroid Total Screen (T3, 

RESULTSADN 
Any other lab test available up1 

Results are easy to read. Inc 


