
Weldon G. Cannon History Files 

In this folder donated to the City of Euless, labeled BIRD'S FORT, are a few key documents and other 

materials from files donated to The University of Texas at Arlington for the Weldon Cannon Euless 

Collection in the Special Collections of the University Library. Following is a brief summary of materials in 

1 folder under this subject that was donated to UTA. 

Folder Contents 

1. Bird's Fort-A collection of documents, public records, newspaper and journal articles, etc., about the 

subject. [wgc note-I grew up in the 1930s and 1940s playing on the fort site around the 1936 granite 

historical marker, the club house and the swimming pool when my family visited the Armentrout family. 

I heard many stories about fishing at nearby Calloway Lake and a variety of adventures and escapades 

around the lake from parents, grandparents, cousins and others.] 
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27..-: x 42 11 Official Texa.:-: ;:::~:...orical Marker with post 
Tarrant County (Order #5806) 

Locat~on: FM 157, 1 mi.J~ of Trinity River near Arlington 

SITE OF*** 
BIRD'S FORT* 

(ONE MILE EAST)*** 

IN AN EFFORT TO ATTRACT SETTLERS TO THE REGION 

AND TO PROVIDE PROTECTION FROM INDIAN RAIDS,GEN·. 

EDWARD H.TARRANT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS MILITIA 

AUTHORIZED JONATHAN BIRD TO ESTABLISH A SETTLEMENT 

AND MILITARY POST IN THE AREA.BIRD'S FOR'J',BUILT NEAR 

A CRESCENT-SHAPED LAKE ONE MILE EAST IN 1841,WAS 

THE FIRST ATTEMPT AT ANGLO-AMERICAN COLONIZATION 

IN PRESENT ,TARRANT COUNTY1 THE SETTLERS,FROM THE RED 

RIVER AREA,SUFFERED FROM HUNGER AND INDIAN PR0l3LEMS 

AND SOON RETURNED HOME OR JOINED OTHER SETTLEMENTS. 

IN AUGUST 1843,TROOPS OF THE JACOB SNIVELY EXPEDITION 

DISBANDED AT THE ABANDONED FORT,WHICH CONSISTED OF A 

FEW LOG STRUCTURES.ORGANIZED TO CAPTURE MEXICAN 

GOLD WAGONS ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL IN RETALIATION 

FOR RAIDS ON SAN ANTONIO,THE OUTFIT HAD BEEN DISARMED 

BY UNITED STATES FORCES• 

ABOUT THE SAME TIME~NEGOTIATIONS BEGAN AT THE FORT 

BETWEEN REPUBLIC -OF TEXAS OFFICIALS GEN.TARRANT 

AND GEN.GEORGE W.TERRELL AND THE LEADERS OF NINE 

INDIAN TRIBES.THE MEETINGS ENDED ON SEPTEMBER 29, 

1843,WITH THE SIGNING OF THE BIRD'S FORT TREATY.TERMS 

OF THE AGREEMENT CALLED FOR AN END TO EXISTING 

CONFLICTS AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF·A LINE SEPARATING 

INDIAN LANDS FRdM TERRITORY OPEN FOR COLONIZATION•** 
*3/4 inch lettering 
**1/2 inch lettering 
***1/4 inch lettering 

(1980 )*** , ... 
ll'PROVED 
~ruett L~ti~er . 

{!f4 ca c!YA {G,A,u_j-~ 

.... 



BlfiD1 S FOHT 

by Duane Gage 
Associate Professor of History 
'forrant County Junior College, NE 
~28 Harwood Road, Hurst, •rexas 76053 

@) 1979 

In 1936 the State of Texas, through its Commission of Control for 

Centeru1ial Celebrations, allocat0d two official historical marker·s for placing 

at sites in Tarrant County that o.re significnnt in the history of the Republic 

of Texas. One of the sites thut received a Centennial marker was the site of 

Bird's li'ort, where in rn43 a treo.ty council led to the opening of much of North 

1 Texas t.o whi to settlement. During its nine years of eY.istcnce, the Republic 

of Texas had a major lndian problem. The majority of Texans favored the use 

of military force for the purpose of extermination while an influential minority 

desired peaceful relations established through diplomacy and kindness. President 

tiam Houston's attitude was that of fri,:mdliness and. good will; during his first 

term ( 18.36-1838) he was able to avoid serious Indian wars. 2 

Texas• second 1,renident, Miro.beau B. Lamar, brought a drastic change in 

Indian policy by denying that Indians ha.cl possossory rights to th0 land and 

by inaugurating an aegressive frontier policy. Consequ0ntly Ln.rnar 1 s tenure 

{18.38-1841) WM marked by the bloodiest Indian wurs 'rexas had kno\m. Lamar 

called for the total expulsion of.all tribes who had migrated from the United 

States, the creation of a strongor military force, and the 0atabl.iahmemt nf a 

line of miHtary post:. along the frontier. 11ouponcling to Lumo.r 1 s proposals, 

the Texas Congress pasGod laws providing for tho establishment of a military 

ro~d from the fied !liver southward and for the creation of ten companies of 

nangors. 3 
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DurinG the ::;ummer of 1839 Lamar• r, harnh Indiun policy began to produce 

violent results. On July 16, 1839, the Cherokees were defeated in an engagement 

fought a few miles west of present Tyler. Most of the warriors ,J~re slain along 

with the a13cd Chief Bowles, a beloved fr'iend of 3am Houston. 4 Other tribes, 

some of whom had tried to be friends with the 'fexans, began to fear thut they 

too would be driven from their homes. 'l'he Indians' fears· o.nd suspicions were 

intensified in· March, 18/+0, whon a Comanche chief and a number of warriors were 
r.. 

slain at San Antonio, ,-1hile in a council with representatives of the Republic. J 

The Counqil !Iouso fight and mruiy similar clashes during Lamar• s administration 

brought oven further Indian rcs.i.stance and depredations. The advent of white 

settlements developing nlcmg the upper Trinity Hi vcr soomod quite remote. In 

1840 the furthest western settlement in North 1'oxas was Coffee's 'fro.ding Post 

on Preston1 s Dencl of the Heel !liver, north of prerwnt day Denison; east of 

there, \-1hi to settlements in Fonnin and ned lli ver counties were growing 

significantly but \.ierc still subject to Indian attacks~ 6 

In response to reports that Indian atrocities in Fannin and Red !liver 

counties were perpetrated by Indian \Jar parties from villages on the Trinity 

lli var, in tho spr:Lng of 18/t 1 General Edward JI. Tarrant of tho Texas Militia 

led an expedition that destroyed encnm11ments on present Village Creek in 

? Tarrant County. On J\ugust 7, 1841, Tarrant commissioned Jona.than Bird, a 

native of J\labamu, to organize a force of 150 volunteer rangers for a three­

month expedition to build a fort·at or near the site of the recent ·Battle·of 
() 

Village Creek. u Di rel ,ms to estubli sh a ::;ottlement there, under a 'fcxas lay 

that provided that lands be donated to men uho would establi.sh frontier 

military posts. It was hoped that settlers would feel safe to move ·onto 

lands around such' garrisons while ithe area \.las being \Jon from the Indians. 9 
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Jonathan Bird, who at tho time of his appointment by General 1'arrant \./as 

given the rank of Drovct f.la,jor, wa:3 in the service from August 7, 1841, until 

Hurch, 1342. lO J\pparcmtly ~rd had cJ.ifficulty in rccruitinc a full company of 

150 volunteers and left O.nrie in fled River' County in the fall of 18/+1 with about 

11 forty men. No roli-ablo contemporary documcntn \.fl th details concerning the 

cntublishment and occupation of Rlrd' s J:o'ort ho.s been found, but ·_there are several 

:,ccondary sourcor, of interest and reminiscences of two or three of tho part:i.pants 

which provide res0a1·chero ,,,i th useful information concerning this effort 

12 to establish the first white- settlement in present Tarrant County. 

In the. autumn of 1841, Major Bird In troops arrived at a crescent-shaped lake 

:1Hchtly north of tho Host F'ork of the 'rrinity !liver mid went of the military 

road that reached from Prcston 1 s Bend to /11.,tstin. 'rh,:i site was approximately 

fourteen miles below tho junction of the Clear li'ork and \-Jest Forlc_ o_f the ·Trinity.· 

Jnsiue, the curve of the lake a fort wus erected, -consisting of a tall blockhouse 

nn<l several cabin:;; three of which uere enclosed in n ntockade. The outer wn.11:J 

of tho blockhouoe we·re made of logs oet on end, and a deep trench was· dug around 

it. The fort nestlccl advarrtagcour,ly behincl a semi-circular ohielcl of oak y1oods, 

alnut forty feet from a t:pring \.1hich bubbled up at the- cmd of the laJce. 13 

Apparently tho throu-months volunteers experiene0d no serious Indian trouble· 

while they were ntati,:ined on the \Jo st li'ork of the Trinity. 'fhe company maintained 

Bird's Fort for about thr·ce:: monthn, -hauling all their oup1)lies from I\tmhnm at 

14 Ilirc1 1 s personal expense. Many of the ::ioldiers yho served with Bird planned 

to build permanent lwmon nearby, 11ml ut one time t,hore may have boon o.n many ns 

tw~mty fandlies at the· fort. One of the prospective settlers \.,rote enthuniastically 

thtLt 11 i t is the boot ronge country that I over saw to ra.:l.so stuck •••• As for 

J.and ancl range it can't be surpassed in m1y ·country •••• 'J.'j_mber is ahort and 
~ 

plenty of buffalo, deer, bear, anc] it hlis the appearance of the heaJ.thiost 
. 15 

country that I ever saw in my lifc. 11 
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:One of tho first families to move to Bird1 s Fort uar, that of John Beeman, 

a farmer from Illin:)i;J \!ho voluntoercxl for Jlird 1 s company and was with the 

miJ.,i tary contin~cn-~ which built the fort. 13oeman broke his arm in 8Jl accident 

on the way to the Trinity, but remained Hi th the comp,my until tho buildings 

,-10r0 completed. 'fhen he returne1l to Bernie County for his vlfe and ten children. 

In late autumn John Deem:m, his brother Jomes Boomo.n,. Hade IIompton Hattnn, 

Captain Habel Gilbert,. and Soi~omon Silkwood nnd their fa.miles, \.Tl th a few single 

men, were livin~ at the fort, u::iing tho :tructurcs as hcadquartorn and as 

protection from hont:llo Indian b::ind::; still occup;i..ng the Tl'inity valley. 
16 

The moat c.criuun problem o:;.,.'Periencccl by the Dird1 ::; l."ort garri::;on was a 

ohortage of footl. According· to a 1')02 lntcrv1ow of John Buoman1 s son, 

Hillirun II. Dccmon--who was thirteen at the time of their occupation of Dird1 s 

I•'ort-thc woolen opcnt o.t tho outpost broueht an unforgettable. ordeal: 

As an ioch.1clmcnt to settlers, tho Republic of 'foxas promisoL1 to 
feed them u11 tho firr,t yonr1 or unt:ll n crop could be ma.do and. 
ga.thcrocl. In ·th:i.:.;, however, tho Govc1·nmont failed utterly, and 
the pioncorn had to rely on their O\.ID resources •. On the "Way out 
tho immiGrants stopped at l~ort lihglish ·(the present site of Donham) 
where they mot Ha.jor Bird wh,, advisocl them to talce out some corn 
and boof :::tears, 11 0.s the boys at tho li'or·l; aro pretty short of 
rations, 11 he said. l•lajor Dirtl negotiated with Hr. Da.iley' Eaglish 
( who wno cc11oro.l trad or) for fi vc beef otcers and a ],ot of corn 1 
giving hia note :;~100 for the oa.mo. John noeman nncl Hampton lluttan 
indorocd tho note nml Hatton cottlng killed by Indians, Beomun 
aftcrwo.rcln hu-U it to pay j_n full. 

~n1cn tho party of irnmi~rnnts a.rrlvcd ut 13.lrd ts l!'ort, th0y round 
the garris:.m cnt:ircly destitute of provision::J, havina ho.cl nothing 
to cat for a. ueek. 0 nc of the Hangers, Hiley Cole, had a few do.yr, 
before, pi ckod up the .f oet of a cn.lf that ha.cl been lying out on the 
prairie for c:i.:~ \lcclcr, ( the calf having been butchered onl!i co.ten a.t . 
that time) and ho boiled these dry ruid discarded b()nos into a :3ort 
of soup, or ;jelly. 'fhio wa.o e;rcedily dovourod by tho atarvinc 
garrioon nntl was tho lant moroo.1. they had until the 1300mru1s and their 
companions arrived. 17 
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In 1 i3S10 t.he 1~1)rt ~ Gazette puJ)li :.;hcd u similar account of tho 

fir::;t attempt at making a permanent settlement on the upper reacher; of the 

Trinity !liver.. Cn arriving nt Dircl1 s li'ort the pioneers were 13upprised to 

find that: 

The Indians had burned off all tho grasr. from all tho surrounding 
country ancl no go.mo \las to be fuund. \/hilo a part of the men re­
mained with tho 110men ornl children ••• the others returned with the 
teams to the scttlomcmto in Lo.mar County, more than 100 miles 
distant to pr,.,vi<'le supplies. In ppite of the efforts of the hunters 
but li ttlo game could be r.ecurccl for r,ubsistence, and the men, 
wom0n and chilc.lron ::iuffered oovoroiy from hun~or. It seemed that 
starvation \.Hlf.J to be their futc. Hawko, rabbi t:J1 and small birds 
afforded some relief ••••• 

On account of cla.11cer from the Indians, few men could be spared from 
the fort but in their extrem:lt.y, Capt. Hebb, a Mr. Silkwood, and 
Wade II. Hattan ma.de an- extended hunt somo 15 miles or more to\.lards 
the T!:J.m li'orlc of the 'l'rini ty. On Donton Crook, or some tri buta.ry 
to it, these mon found tho nian::i ma.de by a bear in ascending a 
large tree. supposing the boar to be in the hollow of the tree, 
hi bernatinc for tho \.Jinter, they went to work to cut it do,m. \-/h:i.le 
nattan was cutting the tree the Indians from ambush fired on the men. 
nattan was killed; the other3 made their escape and returned to tho 
fort. I-lino cln.yo uftoruonl tho body of Hattan was rocoverod by the 
returninr; fricmls uho· ha.d gono to the settlement for prov:i.sionG, and 
\.tho had been nequa.intcd with tho disas·l;er by friends who had met thorn 
from tho furt. A fni thful bulldog hnd remnin0d ,-rl th his dead master 
und prcservoil him from mutilation by, buzzards onil wolves. Rattan's 
remains were interred :•t thl-l fort. 1u 

Author Jo.mo:;'f. Do Shielda appo.re1T~ly interviewed Alex H. \·Jobb, _survivor 

of the Ind.le.n ambush, who was living in J.1er.qui te, · Texas in 1905, and leair:netl 

that nattan1 s death had occurred on Christmas day, 1341. About one and 

one-half mile-::, scmthca:rt of pre::;ent Carrolton, on the east side of the rTI.m Fork, 

Hattan, Solomon Sil]{\.Joad and !!ebb had been attacked by Indians while trying to 

cut down o. bee troe. Hebb and Silkwood, after killing one of the Indians, 

cacaped to the fort. }lattan1 s body \.IO.S recovered on December JO, 1841. He 

was buried in "a. rude coffin, mad0 of an old waaon bed •••• At the time of the 

tragedy, snow was six inches deep and the weather intensely cold, and from the 

expo:3ure on the trip, s{Drnoocl sickened and diecl. 11 
19 
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The burfo~L Groµntl for Hamp Hattan arid Solomon .Silkwood is probably the. 

oldest AnGlo cornctcry in 'l'arr;;int. Count.y. 20 In 1926 a lotter written from 

;_;an /\.ngelo, 'J.'o:-::.iD by J·. J. Goor.lfelloH, former '.farrnnt County Survoyor1 contained 

information a::; to tho exact location of tho old fortreos and its burial 

ground: 

My fir::rl; vinit to the graves wa:J in 1866, at which time. C~l. B. Rush 
Halla.co ,mn tho aimer of the property covering most of Ca.lloway 1 r, Lnke 
and the GNunc1 upon \.1hich tho old blockhouso and the craves n.re located. 
The :remains of the hou:30 wore thon plainly viso.blo. '!'hey stood on tho 
n~n;thea:,t bunk of the lclce at a point whore a. country club later built 
a sv.i.mming pool rJn the ground and destroyed most of the signs of'. these 
trcnch?s• From this blockhouoe u path led in a northea~terly direction, 
probab.Ly 250 or JOO yartlr, th1•ough timber to the gravea. 

'£arrant County .Tudao C. c. CummingG a.ccnmpa.nied Goodfellow on a.t least two 

surveying trips to n:trcl 1 s Fort and also verified the site. 22 

This firat. white cemetery in present Tarrant County, which has been,·lost 

for ;years ancl which mn.y now be· oblitorated by gravel excavations, may have received 

o.cltli tionnl grave □ in eo.rly aprinc, 11.:142, ~tor a few new arri vnln reportedly 

joined the DircJt 3 l~ort settlers wh,, had survived_ tho adverse winter. .l\.ccording 

to Fort Worth hintor:Lan Hu.-ry Durmott Lake's writings in 1927, among the new 

arrivals were Jona.then Bird's futher, Hilliam; Hilliam• s daughter; and a man 

named Ca.rtwricht, ,-!ho lived with tho Bird family. All three of these indi viduo.l s 

\-lore reportedly killed by Imliruis ono clay ar, they wore rciturnin3 with uater 

· fro!II the lake. 23 

In the early opring of 18/12 some smnJ.l attempts at farming wore begun, but 

on account of tho maJJ:rinl con<Jitions near the lalco, the? p:lonocrr, rlccided to 

quit the locality and hunt for o. ·more ::;ui, table area. At. about thnt time tho 

Dird1 s Fort :::;ettlor::; were visited by John lfooly Dryan, a ,31-year-old Tennessee 

native who in 1841 had come throuch Arkansas by way of tho Red lli ver. About 

twenty miles below tho fort, nea,_• ,.,here Hhi te Hock Creek flows into the Trin.i. ty 1 
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Drynn had bu:i.lt. a lono en.bin ut a river cro::rnint:;. Gecking the friend3hip and 

security of nc~ch°b'Jrs, 11ryan invitc<.1 tho frunilies ot Bird's Fort to move onto 

tho fertile larnln 111.mr his noH llumo •. _Captain l-1nbal Gilbert, Jo~m Ucoman.1 und 

the widow of .Solomon Silkwood decided. to accept l3ryan 1 s invi tiation. }loving 

their families to l,mrlG iloncr \-fl1ite Rock Creek in pro:3ent Dallas County, they 

broke land onrly enough in· 18/i-2 for spring planting of the first peach seeds 

o.nd corn in tho DJ.llaB o.rea. 24 

The remai.nine nurvivors of the Bird 1 s Fort sottlemcmt abandoned their 

dreams for estn.bli::ihing homc0 thero untl returned to the Red lliver :3ottlemenfa, 

or relocated on the EnCJt Fork of tho Trinity Rivor at n new settlement in what· 

2r. 
ls now Collin County. :> 

Within n fo11 months Bi1~d 1 s Fort again wao to be used in an his-t;oric 

manner. In April, 13/~.3, thcJacob Snively 1r-:xpcdition, a 170-man force 

::iunctioned by tho flopublic of Te:xao , oct out f1·om Fannin County on the Hed 

!liver in, search of lic~d.can gold trai.ns uhich they planned to capture as they 

pa::rnod alonn tho Spnta Fe Trail throuah Texas-claimed tcrr1 tory. · The .force 

wan .organized to rc..rtaliatc against Mexico for_ the capturo of San Antonio 

twice in the summer of 1342 by roving Mexican forces. Plagued by c.lis::iension 

und -j calou ::;y, tho m:podi tion r,pli t ui'tor a di sappointlng encounter with a 

force of 100 Hoxicon::: en grnund cluimcd b-"Jth by 'fo:ms ond 1-10::d.co. /1. short time 

lo.tcr Snively ru1d 76 men ran head on into a 200-mun Unitpd 8ta.tos A1·my force 

led .by Colonel Pli:llip St. George Coolrn. The United Statos forcos domundod thut 

the Texans give up tllcir nrmn, uml Dnivcly' s mon felt they hnd no choice but 

to comply. F'ollcn1:i.nc; th:i.s humiliatine experience, Snively and his men returned 

to ·North Te::rn.o mid di obanded at Bird rs Fort on August 61 1843. 26 

Girnultaneouo to /Jnivoly 1 s oxpodi tion along the border., President Sam Houston' a 

peace policy during his second term (1841-1844) brought '!'exas officials and 
' 
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Inclian ;epronontat:i,ves to ill.rd' s 1~0rt to negotiate the Inc.linlls 1 final removal 

from the Eantcu;n Croos Timbero. In December, 1841, as soon as he wan inaugurated 

for his second term, Pre::;ir.lcut IJnuoton sent rcprer.;cntativcs to Indian council 

arounds and :::lowly re-ostnblinhell pNicu \Ji th most of the Texas tribes. Houston· 

called for tho cstablicbmcnt of permanent Indian reservations and the erection 

of trading po;:;ts beyond the frontier line 1-ihere Indians could trade their goods 

for ncedc(l ::mpplicr,. .1\11 tho chief a wore invi tctl to a council to be held on 

the Drazos !liver at, the Ha.co village on October 26, 18427 whore the ~ndians 

could excha.nao· their white captiven for Incliun i,omen and children whom the 

'II h d h ld · · tl C · 1 JI f · ht 27 oxons a e as prisoners SJ.nee · 10 . ounci ouso 1.g • 

Unfortunately heavy rains ond flooded rivers kept the Indians away 

from the !/aco council, but in the summer of 184.3 nnother call wont out i'or a 

~rand council to meet at ill.rd I s li'ort at tho· full moon of August, with chiefs 

i'rom all trlbo3 in Texas. In August, 1-,hllo tho fJuperintcndent of Indi8l1 

o.ffo.:1.rs, Jor;cph c •. Kl.rlr:o:1ae led a po.r·ty of Indian agcn-to, intP-rprctors, and 

traders far out on tho ~orthwostern plo.:i.ns in an effort to induce the fearsome 

Comanches to attend tho Bird' o Fort neaotiatfons, President Houston went to 
28 

Ilird • s · Fort t" lmain tho council diocusr,ions himself. J\lloaedly thore \Jaa · a 

mun from EriglancJ, I!:' _____ Po.rk:i.nson, uho wns t\ member ,.,.r tho party reprooonting 

'l'oxao antl Who kept n ,Uury: 

In tho div.:r:y PAfUGW30N" '.l.'1!:LLS of stopping in Dallas and vi::ii ting \-d th 
JOHN t!EELY DHY.m, of their cumping ut l•nrl to· i1ock Springs (no\/ W1i ta 
Rock I,ako), Co<lur Spr1ngs and then to Bird• s Fort. Later the party 
went to Grapevine /Jprinc;s to 1m.i t on the Indians Hhich by this tlrne 
wore well ovcriluo. The commiss:lonor of Indians, a.a it ttirnod out la.tor, 
hacl been cnpturcd by the Comanche Indian~ and nenrly ::;calpocl bc£orc 
they t11rned him free. Gcnorol Hountqn 7 not uwnro of hio capturo, · blamecl 
tho delay on GnJ.. Jo~;;J,J>J[ c. m,DH l~ICJ•; tho commirwionor, ancl r,n r0li0ved 
him of. hi:; po ni tion and returned to the cap:l tol, Hanhington on the Brazos, 
leaving Gen. TJiHH.IIN'l' ancl Gen. GJ~OllGE W. '.l.'EHHF,LL as his rcpro::icntativos 
to negotinto tho treaty with the Inilia.no. 29 
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Journali'::rt. 'l'cx !ldamr. rcfcrrccl to L10 Parkinson dio.ry in c.lcscribine 

I 
President Sam Il,_;uston 1 s Do.iourn uhilo'.·iia.i..ting to sign a treaty uith tho 

Indians: 

Houston loft Crockett, on July I+ ~,ith a large party who !:oped to 
make thl, trip a buffalo hunt, asj well. He arrived at Bird• G Fort 
( some cl,ncri miles southuosl; of G~·apovlne Springs on the Trinity 
Host Fork) but found neither Ind~on chiefs or his commisoioners, 

After spcndine several days at t~e swampy fort, Houston withdrew ::. 
in a race to th0 higher ground o.,t Grapevine Springs. '!'here he 
fretted for 11].mo st a month bl~for;o returning to \·lnshington on the 
Brazos. Chronicled R. Parkinson;, 11 'fhey wcro some fine though 
rather monotonous dais, only rolti.evcd by finding u bee tree or 
kilHng cur bccvcs. 11 .30 

Hany of the tribes ha.cl gathered uymid-.1\uguot■ Eldrodgets party was still 
!· . 

out on the pla:i.no trying to coax the Comanches to come to tho council. Not 

only did tho Cor.mncho3 refune fo come to Bird's ]tort, they threatened ·to kill 
; 
I 

tho 'l'exas officiala to av-enge tho mas:iacro of their kinsmen at the Council 

ll~uoo in !Jan linto_nio. J 1 By lato J\ugud
1
t Hoµston docidoti to council \.Ii th tho 

tribes that wore on hand, 32 and to loO:vo General Tarr1mt ancl George •re1·rcll 

to conclude tho nogotiutions as ooon E\-3 the Comanche::; urri vecl. Donned in a 

purple velvet :;uit; w:l't,h a huge bo\Jie lmife thrust in his belt, and a folded 

Indion blanket drn.r)od over one shoulder to proclaim hi o brothorhood with the 

red mon, Hou:rt.on eloquently pro mi sod tho chi of o that a :('11vorable treaty line_ 

i:,ould be dra\-m beyond \./l'd.ch the India.tjs could live unmolested by white men. 

Then he returnccl to the capital to attend to the affo.iro of the H0 pub.lic. 33 

· Not until mit1-{.3optemb0r tlicl Jndrodgot s party ride into Bil•dl s Fort with 

''4 the mossa1.;c that the Comru1.cheo wore no·I; cominc/ 'l'crroJ.l and Tnrran·I; them 

entered into nccotiationo ,rlth chief a of nine tri beo who wore present. .I\ 

treaty embodying ·tho principle a of Uoustont s peace policy was signed. at Ui.rd' s 

Fort on September 29, 1843, a.ntl r~tifiad by tho TexaD Senate on J·anuo.ry .31, 1844. 

J1lacing thoir mnrks on ·the document woro chief's of tho Delaware, Chickasnw1 
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l·/aco, TawvJconi, Kichru., Caddo, AnndarJco, Ionic, Bilo:d, and Cherolcoo tribes. 

Both partien acroetl to live in pcuco, protect all women and children, and 

respect the trcuty line along which trading houses were to be established. 

Niether whites nor Inclians \.lore to crosp the line without authority to do so; 

thos9 who violatctl the treaty were t,:i be punished,. 35 

The I3ird' G J.i'ort. Treaty lino· was to run roughly from hunting lands north 

of present I•'ort \-/orth, to tho present sit.a of Menard on tho San Sab~ River, 

and from tho San Saba to San Antonio. Trading houses were to·be established 

near the junction of the Clear Fork and the Heat Fork of tho 'f:rinity, o.t 
".16 · 

Comanche Peak near Granbury, ond on the Son Gaba River_.-' 

Following the' negotiations, in early October 184.3 General 'f3,rront and 

Captain B. Dooth travelled to, Clarkoville, Texas, an<l related important 

details concorn:tncr tho recently concluded treaty council: 

Of the tribes who have treated, the first three were exceptionally 
wild, mid wore no clothing, excopt the breech clout. 'L'ho romanants 
of Cherokee;; who wore there, \lerc in a moot distresaed conditinn. 
The family of Pr.rnlos who were all there, would not come into the camp 
un_til the. Commissionerr; purchaoecl clothes for the women and children •••• 
The comminsioncrr, went out eight

7
miles from tho treaty ground, and met 

the Indian::: as they came in •••• J 

'£he treaty council ut W.rcl' s Jibr·I.; waa the lo.r.t official event to occur at 

the outpo:r~ clurina the years of the •rexao rtc:pubJ.ic. Hoot of tho Indians -in 

North Texas remained northwe::rl.; of the treaty line, but otl10ro _disrcgnrclcd it 

completely, in tho same manner tha.t many whi"l~eo refused to uclmowlcdgc that the 

Indian lancls were officially closed to them. Clo.ohos between Indian raid.1.ng. 

parties and white trudern a.ncl pottlero wore to continue sporadically in North 

Texas for another thir·~y yearn. Lund npeculatorn ru1d :::cttlers interpreted tho 

terms of the '.l.'reaty of Bi.rd• s I~ort to mean that the lands of the upper Trinity 

fliver were officially read.y for white oc~tlement. /\. number of men who participatod 

in the es·bablir.hroent of the fort and in the officia.J. negotiations at the site 

acquired lands under tho Peter's Colony contract Md became know as impor~ant 
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. JJ North Texan pioneer:-,. 

The log blol!lchouac and the cabino a.t tho out.post, did not remain oroct 

for very lona. In 1853 an eclitorial correspondent for the _Clarksville Standard 

vi:Ji ted the locality of Bir:<l' r; li'ort during a jotll'ney in \.lh:tch he visi tod many 

noted d tcs connected uith the firot sottlcmcnts of the coun~ry 11 before ~ver-y 

v.estige of their primitive a.ppoarancc was effucecl by tho hand of improvement~ 11 

The correopondcnt reported: 

We ·crunc upon the margin of a beautiful lnlco ln the shape of a. 
crescent, a.lxiut throe hundred yo.rd::; wide in tho centre, and coming 
to a point o.t either ond. J.t is the handsomest sheet of wator I 
have ::;eon in Texas, larco enough to atlmi t of o.tlmirable sport in the 
way of' sailincr and fishing. 11.s we got opposite the centre of the 
lake, we saw 'upon the· other side, perched upon a limb, a bald eagle, 
which as we got near, extended its wing::; and wont out of sight ... 
The lake is, in summer., ~hreo to four feet deep, but now from· tho 
Spring rains, perhaps seven or e~gh·~ fe~t deep in the centre. It 
has a. ~ravolly bottom, clear wator, f;and abounds in fish._ Within 
t,he area onclr~ned by tho oetnicircul~r ,.;ator, a high point of land 
puts in probaj)ly fiftoen feet h.i.gho:j: t.han the surrounding prairie. 
'£his lond \-/0.S originally all timbered,- but close upon the lalcp tho 
timber had boon <:ut down by Bi-1·d• o men, probably a::; a measure of 
protection as well ao utility, and the land had been put· in · 
cultivation. Upon this u youna growth has oprung up. None of the 
structures of ·the fortification remains no\.r, but a new settler has 
put up a houoe, from which was absent when we were there. No land 
however io in cultivation yet, a.pd the pluce. looks much as tho' no 
one hac.l boon there to chrn1go the aspect which time has givon it, 
since the fir::;t Pioneers lof·t it. Fire from the burning of tho · 
gro.so ho.::; effaced the house □ and tho picketing which enclosed them, 
but we could trnco tho plo.cos where they stood, and tho line of 
enclosure, which ,-m.s neo.r tho centre of the point, clooe upon tho 
water. Bircl is dead; died in T:l.tuo Cbunty, in peaceful country,. rind the 
place w01Ll.d now, years after its aettlement, :J~ill repose in 

lQnely bco.uty, but for the Qo.bin lately put up.,;, 

fjince tho time -:if i tn official u.;e during the era of tho To~can ncpublic, 

th0 property ·on which Bird' o li'o:t \.Jao built has continued to have an interestinu 

history. '!'ho oi to of tho fort and thCJ J.oke around .it became n pn.r-1,; of tho 

'!'. D. Newton .320-ucro r;;urvey {Abr,t:::-ac·I; // 1165) when the land was de:dgnated 

' for official settlement. In 1866 Col, D. nush Hal;Lace o\med the property. 

Wallace died intestate in July, 1873 and in 1879 'farrant County Troe Collector 
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J. M. Hendcr~on authorized the r,ule o.i' the pro1,crty for delinquent to,.,--,;es to 

R. E. Maddox for ·J;:~6.oo/+ 1 In 1880 John 11. \/ullnco, nephew of Col. 1-lallnce 

and executor of h.L:; nr;tate, purchn::;ed the land from Maddox for ;~56,00, in order 

to settle ui.l'airn w:t th other hetrs of Col, HalJ.ncc 1 s estate. Later that year 

John H. Wallace sold the propcrty--e,-:copt th.i.rtocn acres covered by a pa.rt of 

ond near to tho Calloway Luke (incluciiug the fort site)--to ~Thomas P. Youngblood, 1~2 

,,. 
' Apparently by thnt elate an agreement had bean made (but not filed) with Dallas 

sportqmen for dcv·eloping the thirteen acres _into a hunting and fishine club. 

13y 1886 Gum P • .Sho.ffen o\.med tho 'r. D. J-leWton aurvcy land adjacent to the lake, 

and sold it to D. c. Triag, .Tr. 43 'l'he sportsmen's organization wo.s called the 

Calloway LaJcc Hu1~ting and _fishing Club; memberships wore sold at ::~200.00 per 

share. In 1895 it wa3 opernting as the Silver Lo.kc Hunting and li'ishing Club 

d b h ' ,''•25() 00 , ·1 4'~ an mem era ipa wore •:i• • eac 1. 

ln 190H c•mfusion concerning tho ownership of Calloway' s Lake resulted in 

a law suit in wh.Lch the heirs of Thoman P. _ YoungbJ.o,JCl oucd Dcneclict Nossler, 

represontine Silver Luke Hunting and. li'ir,hing Club, for control of tho property~ 

The jury_ awartlecl.thc Youngbl~od hoirs 1/3 interost in the land then decreod that 

· the suit should b(l ::;(~ttled by having the sportsmc!l' n club pay the plo.:i.ntiffs a ·cash 

:;um and in r,~turn tho club would o.ttain full o,mcrship of tho lake and 

the improvomonl;s thoro, which hncl boon dovolopcd by 'ho. sportsmen' a orgnnizatd.on. 1•5 

In the 1930s lncal historians became interest d in the hi-storic site and 

arranged to hnvo nn official Tqxas centennial marker rilaccd nt the -edge of tho 

sportsmen' a club r.rntmmine pool, uhorc it \las boliovct tho old blockhouse hnd 
. I . 

stood, the :mimming pool having been con::itructcd r;u1iposocUy wher0 the fort_1 s 
I 

troncl:~s ha.<l boon .l.ocutctl. 46 Tho marlccr 1 o inr,criptidn r.ta.tucl: 

· Si tn of Dird I s Fort 
EstablinhccJ in H-140 by Jon11tl,a.n Bird on tho Mil~ tary Road from Hod · 
Hivor :to Au:rl;in. 1n its vic:ln:t-ty an important Jndian treaty, 
·mnrkinc tho lino botucen tho Indians o.nd the wht tc ::;ettlcmcnts, 
\.1as· si~notl sc-,ptembcr 29, WL~3 by Ec.l\fnrcl H. •rurrant and George w. 
Terrell, reproocntinG tho Hcpublic of 'l'oxuo. '£*0 ra{_mcd remnant 
of the j.J.1-fated Dnively F.xpccli tion sought ro.f.'uge here, August 6, 
18/t3• lt7 j 
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l•n1on the marker \-1u:.; plncecl at "l.~ho club's fa.cilities tho organization' n 

charter wan cont1·0J.lccl l>y Percy Davis, 10.lis Mitchell, Rdwo.rd Arment.rout, 

/,8 
o.nd Hrs. Ji'rcnch Davis. ~ Sub::;cqucn·l;ly the property came under the owncrsh.:ip 

of Charles D. Armentrout nnd for r,evcral years the facili tie::; \mro leused to 

tho ArlinGton );r,ortnman I s Club. 1~9 In recent years tho r,port,n fncili tics 

have not been ur;rn1. Gravel cxcavntiono on all c,iclc s of tho r,.l to of tho 

frontier outpo:;t have soriuudy climlnishod its historical integrity and 

historicul toura a.ro conducted to_it with difficulty. Consequently tho 

Arlington Ili:rt1)ricnl ::;oc:Loty in 19?9 ::ipc.mc,orcd n. project to obtain an 

official Tcx.ar; _Ilintnr:lcaJ. l-Jnrlcfn~ tho:!; ,muld bo pln.ced on State llighuay 157 · · 

iramec.liately wect of the ci to, s\°", that future generations Hill be aware of the 

no-table evento thn.t occurred. uhcn To~ca::; pioncor~1 fir:;t ltttemptocl to secµro 

and settle th:Lo lanr.l. 

' 
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WELDON GREEN CANNON 
Reminiscences About 

BIRD'S FORT 

A 1936 Texas historical marker at the site of Bird's Fort profoundly affected my life. I remember 

playing around the marker in the late 1930s when my parents or grandparents visited there. Born at 

Euless, Texas, in 1934, I lived about 2 miles from the site of the fort. The Bird's Fort story has been told 

many times, so I will not repeat that, but only tell what I recall about the site from as far back as I can 

remember. I was always impressed by the large granite marker. Probably among the first things I 

learned to read was the brief text, deeply incised in bold capital letters on the stone. This also might 

have been my first history lesson, setting me on a course to my life's work. Also on the grounds a few 

feet away were an empty swimming pool, supposedly the exact site of the fort, and a bit farther away 

the club house, left over from the days when a sportsman's club owned the land before an Armentrout 

family acquired it. Besides being a destination for hunters and fishermen, from as early as 1900, and 

probably considerably before, the place was used for picnics, reunions, parties and all manner of 

celebratory events. There was also a water well on the grounds with a windmill and overhead water 

storage tank. 

The site was located in the bend of Calloway Lake, a crescent shaped natural body of water near 

the bottom lands of Trinity River. Electric power lines had not reached the area. Lack of electricity then 

was not unusual since even the business center of Euless, at the intersection of present Euless Blvd. and 

Euless Main St., did not receive electricity until 1928. Lines were not extended ½ mile south from there 

to the Euless School and my parents and grandparents nearby houses until 1932. The lake club house 

was lit at night with kerosene lamps, creating, in my mind, a spooky, eerie atmosphere. I did not like 

being there at night. The only access to the property by automobile or truck was along a one lane, rutted 

path through a pasture, about½ mile from the nearest public road. Somehow my parents, Ross and 

Winnie Day Cannon, and grandparents, Arch and Della Whitener Cannon, had become friends with the 

Armentrouts, who occasionally invited us to visit with them when they were there on retreat from their 

Dallas home. My grandparents and father loved to fish, and with the lake full of beautiful catfish, bass 

and crappie, it was one of their favorite fishing holes, to which they seemed always to have access. 



In addition to the bit I remember, I have heard numerous stories from grandparents, parents, 

aunts, uncles and older cousins, about their experiences associated with the lake. Arch went on 

overnight and distant fishing expeditions with his buddies, but Della would go with him to nearby 

Calloway Lake. One of my favorite photos is of them holding up a couple of long strings of large fish they 

had caught. There was a flat-bottom metal boat that stayed on the lake. Fishers pushed off from the 

shore into the generally shallow lake to find good fishing spots. On one trip, someone stood up in the 

boat, which tipped over, dumping everyone into the lake. Della almost drowned. 

Aunt Lois Cannon (later Mrs. Fred Trimble) liked to talk about being baptized in the lake. The 

Euless Methodist Church, over 2 miles away, usually baptized from a bowel of water in the church. But 

my aunts Lois and Jessie Cannon (later Mrs. Warren Fuller) and their mother, Della, wanted to be 

immersed. The church gathered at the lake and the minister performed the baptism. Lois, even many 

years later, commented that he was probably the maddest Methodist preacher she had ever seen, 

because he had to get so wet, needlessly, he thought. 

I was the youngest of 14 grandchildren of Arch and Della, so I missed out on many of my older 

cousins' capers. Nevertheless, I recall some cousins, such as Troy Fuller, Jerald Cannon and Loran Borah, 

telling this story or some variation. When they were teenagers they would sneak onto the Calloway Lake 

property to seine for fish. Once, someone, obviously claiming to be responsible for security of the 

property, went after them, even shooting at them. They fled, escaping injury, but dared not tell their 

parents or grandparents. 

I have related the above stories from memory. I think I have written records, that I sometimes 

refer to as interviews, that I made when I first heard the stories. They might supply more detail. There 

are also numerous articles in the Arlington newspaper through the first 40 years of the 20th century that 

describe many of the gatherings and events on the grounds and at the club house. I photocopied many 

of the articles and made notes of all. Later, I will add them to this file. 
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BIRD'S FORT TODAY (1977) 

In the beginning - in 1840 - Fort Bird was established for two reasons. 

One, to form a nucleus for a colony, and two, to provide protection against 

the Wichita and other roving tribes of hostile Indians. Established by 

Captain Jonathon Bird and about thirty Texas Rangers, the Fort was only 

~sed sporatically after 1842 when the Ranger enl.J.stment ran out. By the 

1850's Fort Bird was abandoned and the original settlement had disappeared. 1 

Today, Fort Bird as part of the beginning of a-growing Dallas - Fort Worth 

metropolitan area, is known mostly to Historians and local residents who 

have been in the area for some time. 

At the present time, Fort Bird is located on 118 acres of land occupied 

by Mr. and Mrs. D.R. Page, who are caretakers for the property owned by 

Charles Armentrout of Dallas. Immediately prior to the property being /e~sed 

by Mr. Armentrout, -t:o the Arlington Sportsman's Club, __ 

Fort Bird was readily accessible to the public. Today the privilege of 

visiting the Fort is by appointment only, at the convenience of the Page's. 

Today the outlying land around the Charles Armentrout's 118 acres is 

mainly owned by gravel companies. 
I 

The land has been dug up by heavy machinery 

and the hopes of finding any additional artifacts or unknown burial sites 

becomes more remote with each passing day. According to Mrs. Page, TXI, one 

of the gravel companie5.,,1is attempting to obtain gravel rights on some addi­

tional land in the area. The expansion of the gravel companies is making 

access to Fort Bird-more difficult. 

Today the only thing left to show for Fort Bird is a stone monument 

approximately 2~ feet by 4 feet tall. Immediately to the left is a pickup 

(1) 



camper sitting precariously close to-· the monument. A few feet behind is 

the old, cracking, weed and trash infested swimming pool left from the 

days of the Arlington Sportsman's Club. A little farther back and to the 

left is a large mobile home occupied by the Page family and beside the 

mobile home is a makeshift dog run with a dog house. All this can be 

seen with one sweeping glance standing next to the monument. On the other 

, side of the mobile home is the slowly deteriorating Arlington Sportsman_' s 

Club house, now only used as a storage shed. A few yards to the left and 

a little to the front of the monument is a place where people aid theii 

trap shooting. In general it appears to me that the monument is lost and 

forgotten in its surroundings. 

In talking with friends who live in the general area (the metroplex), 

I found a majority of them had not ever heard of Bird's Fort. Most of 

those that did know of it, had lived in the area for a number of years. 

None of those who were aware of Fort Bird had ever seen the monument. 

To those most closely associated with it, Mr. Armentrout and the Page's, 

it is more a nuisance than anything_,according to Mrs. Page. The nuisance 

attitude is something which I would blame some of the public for, more 

than Mr. Armentrout or the Page's. A small minority of the public by 

vandalizing property and having beer parties forced them to fence the 

property and keep a chain blocking the road locked. This in turn means 

that whenever someone desires to see the monument they must make arrange­

ments for someone to meet them at the gate. At the present time, the 

Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) and the Tarrant County Histor­

ical Co¥1~1u10,J are working to have the monument moved to a new location. 

Maybe this will help to make more people aware of this segment of the 

metroplex's past. 

(2) 
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FOOTNOTE: 

lJane McCray, Early Fort Bird was Seed of Today's Thriving Metroplex 
The Sunday Observer, Sunday, July 4, 1976. 
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Sunday, February 16, 1997 . ,..__,, f 
Serving the cities of Arlington, Dalworthington Gardens, Grand Prairie, Kennedale, Mansfield and Pantego 

time was described as the worst 
accident in the city's history. 

More details are available in 
the Feb. 9, 1961, Arlington 
Journal, available on microfilm in 
the city library. 

As to the Berachah Home, it 
operated within 10 buildings on 
67 acres around Mitchell and 
Cooper streets from 1903 .to 1935. 
That area is now part of the 
University of Texas at Arlington 
campus, though Doug Russell 
Park adjoining the campus was 
originally part of the grounds. A 
tiny stone prayer chapel and small 
cemetery in the park are all that 
remain. Most of the graves are 
those of newborn infants. 

Berachah - the name stems 
from the biblical "valley of 
Berachatf' - wa~ founded by 
The Rev.'J.T. Upchurch,certainly 
one of the most fascinating figures 
in the city's history. One of the 
best articles every published on 
the subject was written by 
Star-Tel~gram reporter Lisa 
·Black and published Sept. 19, 
1993 - sb. again interested parties 
will need·to go to microfilm. 

What most Berachah 
researchers don't kno~ is that_ the 
home's records were turned over 
to special collections on the sixth 
n,,nr "' the University of Texas at 
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Upscale development on Arlington's horizon 
·-- ~ 

BY JEANNE GRAHAM· 
Star-Telegram S1affWri1c·r 

Construction could start soon after annexation 
ARLINGTON - Luxury home 

. construction could begin by year's 
end in the huge Metrovest residen­
tial and commercial development· 
in north Arlington if the City Coun-

. cil approves annexation of the 
property Tuesday. 

.. Annexati9n _does_ everything," 

property owner Jim Salim said. "It 
,allows us, from a financial stand­
point, to consummate some rela-· 
tionships." ' 

, The council is expected to annex 
aoout 1,800 of the 2,000 acres the 
projJct, known as The Lakes of Ar­
lingtc;H'i, is expected to encompass 

. -
/. 

100-teens-dispiay their skills 
. at ACT-SO in Fort Worth 
The event showcases the 
·achievements of 
African-American youths. 

BY JANETTE RODRIGUES 
Star-Telegram Slaff Writer 

FORT WORTH - By_ the time 
the final ACT-SO judge made it to 
Timothy Burton's science project 
on spontaneous combustion of var­
ious chemicals, the O.D. Wyatt 
High School student was;a study in 

or dance, the. Tarrant County high 
school students competing in the 
Fort Worth Afro-Academic, Cul­
tural, Technological and Scientific 
Olympics were ready to have their 
petri dishes and paint brush strokes 
scrutinized. 

Sponsored by the Fort Worth­
Tarrant County Branch of.the Na­
tional Association for the Ad-. 
vancement of Colored People, 
Acr-so showcases the academic 
and cultural achievements of Afri-

·_just north of the city limits. The 
land is in the city's extraterritorial 
jurisdiction. 

In an annexation, the city bal­
ances the revenues - such as prop­
erty taxes and utility franchise fees 
- it expects to receive from a de­
velopment against the expense of_ 

ARLINGTON AREA 
Police arrest two men late 
Friday after shots are fired 
after a verbal altercation 
outside a south Arlington 
pool hall. 

Page4B 

Almost 300 seventh- and 
eighth-grade girls spend the 
day at the Expanding Your 
Horizons Conference on 
math and science careers at 
UT-Arlington. 

Page SB 

FEATURES 

providing city services such as po­
lice and fire protection. 

_Salim's company, Metrovest 
Partners Ltd., has proposed build­
ing 665 homes along three man­
made lakes and a canal system east 
of Farm Road 157 and north of the 
Trinity River. 

The home prices will begin at 
about $500,000, Salim said. As pro­

(More on METROVEST on Page 4) 

Mayoral op« 
early start f 

BY MARY DOCLAR 
Siar-Telegram Staff Writer 

ARLINGTON - Behind the 
scenes, the wooing has alread) 
begun. 

Potential candidates, or at leas 
their backers, are going a-courting 
trying to shore up support fron 
various organizations and individu 
als although the May 3 City Counc 
election is more than two montl 
away. 

T"l .• 1:,.,, I\ C'Cf\(';~11i, 



·Metrovest 
From Page 1 

posed, the project - which would 
take 24 years to complete - would 
include a nursing home, private bo­
tanical gardens and almost 3 mil­
lion square feet of retail and office 
space. 

The city and Salim have negoti­
ated a development agreement to 
determine the costs of capital ex­
penditures, the time frame for de­
livery of city services and how the 
costs will be apportioned. That 
agreement will be presented Tues-

, day to the council. 
An economic impact analysis by 

Ralph Andersen & Associates 
·showed that the Metrovest project 
would contribute $5.5 million an­
nually to city coffers. 

However, that estimate did not 
take into account capital costs such 
as a $30.3 million bridge for an e.x­
tension of Ballpark Way over one 
of the man-made lakes-and $2 mil­
lion that would be needed for a fire 
station and police vehicles. 

Annexation of the proposed de-
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city because it will give Arlington .__ ____________ ....,.. ___ __.__,_ ______ _..,_ ___________ _ 

executive housing, which many city Salim said. 
and business leaders have said the Salim said that he bought the 
city needs, as well as generate prop- company from his partners in No­
erty tax revenues, Mayor Richard vember and has since been looking 
Greene said. for investors, but that he was sty-

"There 's going to be an eco- mied in his efforts by the fact that· 
nomic gain to the community im- · the property is outside the city lim­
me dia te ly, and that will grow its. 
through the years of the de- "No one would move till an-
velopment," Greene said. nexation and zoning were final-

Metrovest, meanwhile, has in- ized," Salim said. 
vested about $20 million· in the Receiving final approval on the 
project. About $3 million of that annexation request would increase 
was to buy the property from the the availability of funds for the . 
Resolution Trust Corporation in project, he said. Street construction 
1991 and 1992. An additional $17 could begin within 90 days, weather 
million was spent excavating dirt permitting, he said. 
for the lakes and moving that dirt "My goal right now, by the end 
to othe_r parts of the property to of this year, is that the residential 
raise them above 1 the flood plain,· phase will be full-blown anp the in-

I 

frastructure will be in," Salim said. 
"People·could actually start buying 
lots this spring." . 

Metrovest obtained a permit a · 
:year ago from .the Army Corps of 
Engineers for excavation and recla­
mation work. Because the com­
panf s development plans have 
·changed from an entertainment 
complex to the mixed-use residen-

. tial and commercial project, up­
dated permits must be received 
from the corps before any building 
permits will be granted, city of­
ficials said. 

The corps is reviewing 
Metrovest's modifications and will 
make a decision about whether the 
changes are in accordance with the 

. permit later this mon~h, corps 

spokeswoman Nita Mall1 
Other flood-mitigatin 

ments in the area incluc 
ing and widening of F 
157, which Salim said ii 
the commercial developi 
land. 

Metrovest, the city 01 
and the Regional Trar 
Council have committed 
uting about $13 million c 
ly $19 million needed to 
right bf way, provide 1 
and widen and raise the 1 

About $5.7 million is 
the project from state f1 
is tentatively scheduled 
sion by the Texas Tra: 
Commission during i 
. March.-27. 
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spokeswoman Nita Mallett said. · · 
Othe.r flood-mitigating improve­

ments in the area include the rais­
ing and widening of Farm Road 
157, which Salim said is crucial to 
the commercial development of the 
land. 

· Metrovest, the city of Arlington 
and the Regional Transportation 
Council have committed to contrib­
uting about $13 million of the near­
ly $19 million needed to acquire the 
right of way, provide the fill dirt 
and widen and raise the road.: . , , 

About $5. 7 million is needed for 
the project from state funds, which 
is tentatively scheduled for discus­
sion by the Texas Transportation 
Commission during its meeting 
March;27. -~~ 
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