EULESS

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION
August 25, 2009

SUBJECT: HOLD PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING A UNIFIED
DEVELOPMENT CODE AND CONSIDER FIRST AND FINAL
READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1861

SUBMITTED BY: Chris D. Barker, Director of Planning and Development

REFERENCE NO: 09-02-UDC

ACTION REQUESTED:

Receive public input and motion to approve a request by the City of Euless for a change to
Code of Ordinances Chapter 84 “Unified Development Code” by replacing in its entirety
Article VI “Signs and Street Graphics Regulations” and approve Ordinance No. 1861,
concurring with the Planning and Zoning Commission’s 7-0 recommendation on July 21,
20009.

ALTERNATIVES:

1. Open the Public Hearing and continue it to the next meeting.
2. Open, conduct, and close the Public Hearing

3. Approve the request — simple majority

4. Approve the request with modifications — simple majority

5. Deny the request — simple majority

SUMMARY OF SUBJECT:

Over the past eight (8) months, staff has worked diligently with the City Council to
research, review and evaluate changes to the City’'s current sign ordinance. The
objectives of the proposed changes are to: identify revisions or additions that would
improve the efficiency and effectiveness in administering the ordinance; further enhance
the City’s aesthetic image; and, effectively serve the needs of the community’s businesses
and residential areas. Work on the ordinance has highlighted that the placement and/or
location of signage is just as important as, or potentially more important than simply the
guantity of signage. The recommended revision before you strives to contemplate these
qualities appropriately.

The recommended changes are a product of extensive input of the City Council, Planning
and Zoning Commission and Town Hall meetings. These recommended changes have
been tailored to fit the needs and character unique to the City of Euless. The format has
been reworked to establish a better flow and to make the ordinance user friendly. It will no



longer be necessary for the reader to reference multiple sections of the ordinance in order
to determine the requirements for a particular sign or group of signs. Additional definitions
of specific types of signage have been added as well.

A brief highlight of several specific regulations contained in the proposed ordinance
include the following:

WALL SIGNS (Primary) — The size and allowable number of wall signage is directly
proportionate to the width of the particular elevation and height of the building. The current
ordinance establishes that “any number of wall signs are permitted as long as they do not
exceed 30% of the wall elevation”, including windows and doors. This form of signage
perhaps produces the most on-site “visual clutter” and contributes to an overall negative
appearance.

Wall signs (painted) would be subject to the following conditions:

Existing painted wall signs in excess of the new wall sign standards will become
legally existing non-conforming and, in addition to the typical triggering events for
legally existing non-conforming signs, would be required to comply to the current
standards at the time of issuance of new or re-issued Certificate of Occupancy

WALL SIGNS (Secondary) — In addition to the primary wall sign(s), a single secondary
wall sign, which is no greater than 10% of the size of the primary wall sign, is permitted.

WINDOW SIGNS — Currently, the ordinance permits window signs as long as the total
area of such signage in addition to any wall signs or banners does not exceed 30 percent
of any elevation. This can lead to 100% of a window being covered by a sign, however
still falling under the 30% of the total wall elevation threshold.

Under the proposed ordinance, a maximum coverage of 15% for each window pane is
proposed.

BANNERS — Currently, the ordinance defines banner signs in the following manner: the
banner must be affixed flush to the wall surface; the banner must be kept in good
condition and kept neatly painted; signs must be made of durable weatherproof material;
banners must be used ancillary to the legally permanent name sign; and establish that a
business must have a legally permitted permanent name sign in order to use banners. In
addition, the current ordinance allows for banners to be considered permanent signs if
placed within a frame.

The proposed ordinance would establish the use of banners may be permitted as
temporary signs with specific time limits and they may be approved as part of a Special
Event Permit. Examples of a special event permit would include “Grand Openings” or
“Special Prices” signs used during annual sales events. Banners would not be permitted
to be framed and considered a permanent wall sign.

WEEKEND PARKWAY SIGN — We currently allow one (1) parkway sign for each multi-
family complex, limited to no greater than three (3) feet in height nor exceed six (6) square
feet (per side). The signs can be set out noon on Friday and picked up by noon on
Monday. Weekend Parkway Signs permits may also be issued to new single-family



residential builders.

The proposed ordinance would prohibit the use of Weekend Parkway Signs with the
exception of Weekend Parkway Signs for new construction home builders. This exception
would be valid until such a time as the City approves a contract for and has installed a
Kiosk Sign Program. Until that time, new construction home builders Weekend Parkway
signs would be subject to the restrictions found in 84-232 (107).

SPECIAL EVENT SIGNS - Utilized most frequently by the apartment community and by
new businesses for grand opening type of events, we currently issue a Special Event Sign
Permit that provides flexibility for the applicant to utilize non-rigid temporary signs such as
balloons and or other inflatables. Consistent with the needs of the apartment community
and to allow greater flexibility, we propose to allow 7 days per permit, with no more than
four (4) permits per year.

GENERAL BUSINESS SIGNS — The ordinance currently establishes for Pole Signs on
State Highways that hotels/motels, fuels sales, and restaurants within 300 feet of freeway
right of way are permitted a sixty (60) foot tall sign, with a maximum area of 300 feet. All
other general business signs are permitted to be fifty (50) feet, with a maximum area of
250 feet.

The new ordinance further specifies the different types of freestanding general business
signs into three major categories:

1) POLE/PYLON SIGNS - Pole and Pylon signs will be permitted in the City with the
same dimension, height, setbacks (from curb and other signs) and materials as is
currently allowed within the development code. The size of Pole and Pylon signs
are dependent on the business’ location adjacent to roadway types — maximum
regulations generally increase when located next to higher traffic roads.

2) MULTI-TENANT DEVELOPMENT SIGNS - Similar to pole signs, the current
ordinance regulates the dimensional standards of signs which are used to advertise
multiple businesses on the same sign. The new ordinance establishes a more
specific definition for these types of signs that allows them to be constructed as
either pole/pylon signs or as monument signs. In addition the ordinance requires a
higher level of planning if several individual multi-tenant signs are intended to be
used (as is the case for the Shops at Vineyard Village). Under the new ordinance, a
single development on one parcel (such as a small strip center) would be allowed
to construct one Multi-Tenant Development Sign without any additional free-
standing signs. If a development contains many tracts and proposes several signs,
the developer would be required to complete a Unified Sign Development Plan
which requires a specific location plan for all of the signs in relationship to proposed
structures and internal circulation.

3) MONUMENT SIGNS - The third type of freestanding general business sign is a
monument sign. The new ordinance provides specifications as to the height; size;
and setbacks for a monument sign and requires that monument signs be
constructed of masonry materials.

UNIFIED SIGN DEVELOPMENT PLAN - If a particular development requires multiple
freestanding sign types and locations (combination of multi-tenant, monument, internal



directional signs) then the developer will submit a plan that will show the location,
dimensions and relationship to buildings and internal circulation to the site. This plan will
enable the City to allow flexibility in usage of signage for larger developments, but still
maintain consistency of how signs will be managed in the city.

INFLATABLE DEVICE SIGNS - Inflatable device signs which may include all inflatable
animals, characters and other devices designed to attract attention through size, shape or
internal air movement will be required to be specifically permitted. To reduce the clutter of
these types of devices, inflatable signs will be required to be ground mounted (no longer
allowed on rooftops of buildings) and may not be placed within any required parking
spaces on the site or within right-of-way.

NEGLECTED AND ABANDONDED SIGNS - Any sign that becomes abandoned,
dilapidated or in disrepair, is subject to a Building Official action requiring the signs to be
removed or to be re-permitted and rebuilt in compliance with the current ordinance.

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS:

e Ordinance No. 1861
e Draft Minutes-P & Z

APPROVED BY:

LG City Manager’s Office

SC City Secretary’s Office




