
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 

December 9, 2008 

SUBJECT: Regarding standards for installation of irrigation systems. 

SUBMITTED BY: Chris Barker, Assistant Director of Planning and Development 

REFERENCE NO: Ordinance No. 1837 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

Consider first and final reading of Ordinance No. 1837 establishing the minimum 
standards for installation of irrigation systems within the corporate limits of the City of 
Euless and to establish permit fees. 

ALTERNATIVES: 

• Approve the request – simple majority 
• Approve the request with modifications – simple majority 
• Deny the request – simple majority 

SUMMARY OF SUBJECT: 

Signed into law in June 2007, House Bill 1656 requires municipalities with a population 
of 20,000 or more to adopt a landscape irrigation ordinance with requirements at least 
as stringent as the rules to be set out by the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality (TCEQ). The bill focused on the following aspects: design, installation and 
operation of irrigation systems; water conservation; and, duties and responsibilities of 
licensed irrigators.  HB 1656 required the TCEQ to adopt a set of governing rules 
required to go into effect on January 1, 2009.  TCEQ adopted these rules on June 4, 
2008 and they were published in the Texas Register on June 20, 2008.  Highlights of 
HB 1656 and the TCEQ rules (Texas Administrative Code, Title 30, Chapter 344-
Landscape Irrigation) include: 
 

• Require development of an irrigation plan for each irrigation system installed. 
• Require a licensed irrigator or irrigation technician to be on the job site at all 

times during the installation of the irrigation system. 
• Require the installer of the irrigation system to provide training to the owner 

of the irrigation system on proper operation of the system. 
• Require a City Irrigation Inspector (licensed irrigation inspector and/or 

plumbing inspector) to: 
 Enforce the ordinances of the municipality and TCEQ 
 Verify appropriate required permits 



 Inspect the irrigation system including backflow prevention. 
 Investigate complaints related to installation, maintenance, 

alterations, repairs, or service. 
 Maintain inspection records for a period or three years. 

 
The City of Euless currently requires many of the provisions of HB 1656 and the TCEQ 
rules.  When Euless adopted the 2003 International Residential Code (IRC) and 2003 
International Plumbing Code (IPC), requirements were put in place for: rain and freeze 
devices; that irrigators be licensed; and, installation and inspection of approved 
backflow devices.   
 
Due to the changes in the law, additional provisions are necessary, including but not 
limited to: requiring an irrigation system installation inspection; determining that the 
system complies with all state and local requirements; investigating complaints 
regarding irrigation systems; and, maintaining inspection records for a period of three 
years.   
 
The Texas Municipal League (TML) in conjunction with TCEQ developed a model 
ordinance for cities to consider using when creating their own irrigation system 
ordinances and permitting systems.  This model ordinance was provided to TML 
members on September 24, 2008.  Subsequently, the model ordinance was reviewed 
and discussed by a North Central Council of Governments (COG) subcommittee, state 
and local chapters of building officials and public works chapters, and municipal 
government staffs.   
 
Some cities, generally those without a current landscape irrigation ordinance or 
regulations, are adopting the TML model ordinance and minimally modifying it to meet 
their local needs.  Other municipalities, generally those with current landscape irrigation 
ordinances and regulations, are simply choosing to adopt the new additional rules by 
reference.  It would be our intention to adopt the new additional TCEQ rules by 
reference.   
 
As provided for within HB 1656, municipalities may charge a fee sufficient to recover 
the cost of administering the irrigation program.  As such, the proposed ordinance 
provides for a $100 plan review and inspection fee, to be levied in excess of the 
currently required permit fee.  A minimum of three (3) separate inspections will be 
required for each new irrigation system installation.  The City currently processes over 
two (2) dozen irrigation permits per year for existing residential properties. The 
demands that will be placed on the City regarding new residential development, and 
commercial developments that require irrigation systems, is more difficult to predict. 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 

• Ordinance No. 1837 

APPROVED BY: 

___________LG__________ City Manager’s Office 

___________SC__________ City Secretary’s Office 

 


